	Kailyn Nieva Todd-Rosal
2404772
Digital Era (ADPA4001/C)
Reflective Essay 1
	
	



Performance Class: Contemporary Reflection 

Quoted from Sam’s masterclass, “Behind every performance is always the depth of what it actually means”. The Acting through song process brings me such pleasure in my theatre development and as an individual. I find it so deep, mind boggling and gripping. In deciphering each line, note, emotion and tone makes me grasp how intelligent and intricate the makings of these Songs are. This Essay is my reflection on my performance of I Speak Six Languages from the musical 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.   
Described as “Six Awkward Spelling Champions Learn that Winning (and losing) isn’t Everything”.25th Annual Putnam Spelling Bee themes tackle personal growth, belonging and coming of age. Based on C-R-E-P-U-S-C-L-E, an original improvisational play created by Rebecca Feldman, it later turned into a full-length musical.
The playwright, lyricist and Tony Award winning librettist for musical theatre, William Finn composed and wrote the score. The show was on Broadway for three years, it was produced nationally and subsequently has been produced all around the world according to an article written by concord theatricals.
Before performing I speak six languages in front of the class. I did some independent work on my character, Marcy Park. A transfer student who is usually played by an Asian ethnicity. With the typical trait of an overachiever and perfectionist and as well Champion rugby player. This is to ensure that I portray this character’s motives and make it believable to the audience’s eye. I used Konstantin Stanislavski's Given Circumstances that was used in our Acting Sessions in my process. Personally, knowing the facts, plot, time, place, and way of life of Marcy can help me perform the emotional and physical attributes needed for the scene. 

A massive help that I have been continuously putting to practice is lyric analysis.
 			[image: ]
By doing this on paper, it guides me to remember my artistic choices on every line. I believe this reduces blandness, monotone and repetitive performance. 
[image: ]
The challenges that I encountered with this particular piece was the tempo. Annoyingly, I could not get this line- To excel in athletics is not difficult if one has the temperment, apparently I have the temperment,  quite right. I remembered the score being distinct to how the lyrics sounded, therefore it kept throwing me off. Waiting for the down beats, when musically the beats are placed quite frequently and not where they should be as shown below. 
[image: ]Score sourced by Christopher Fossey 
But with constant practice and help from my vocal coaches, I began to understand and hear in much more detail. 
Another one for sure was the process of learning the languages. I felt excited because I do speak a few languages but it took me quite a while to get the accents right. I remember accomplishing this through the help of google translator and listening to different voice recordings. Still, the fear of getting them wrong was taking a toll on me.
Strength, 
In my opinion, I believe I went into the performing room prepared for the character’s emotional state of mind. I have set the mood to be unfazed with the fact that one of the judges has gotten an information about Marcy wrong (e.g. Miss Parks speaks five languages), when in fact she speaks six! This given circumstance that had just happened before the scene helped me play her annoyance throughout her journey. And from the feedback I received from the class, the facial expression I delivered did convey that and my character's  journey was well shown. 
I believe through the previous Performing Class session, ‘Repetition’ has taught me to establish different ways of intentions (e.g. I speak six languages) As my piece goes on, my character’s state of mind switches into a cry for help; that she is exhausted by following her overly controlling parents and the pressure of everyone around her to be perfect. I recalled portraying this through vocal cry technique which I have practiced in my Vocal Anatomy and 1-1 singing lessons. 

Weakness,
The main feedback given to me was that my words were not particularly well articulated, and thereby the comedy of the character’s ‘sarcastic’ personality, did not- quite reach its aim, making the performance confusing and a little unclear in moments. 
Ellir, had me work on the pronunciation of every word carefully under tempo. Doing so made me feel silly and childish. I noticed that it was tricky for me to input the intention of the lyrics. 
As given, to indicate Diction, I need work on pronouncing the vowels; investigate speech quality and working on every syllable. Recalling from Vocal Anatomy, I can also accomplish better diction through Tongue twisters exercises in order to warm up my mouth and to ensure proper muscle control and release tension. 
Continuously working on this number, I have realized how crucial searching the entire act is. I had to also go back to how I felt as a middle school student and find that relation and kinship with Marcy Parks. I think she and I have that same fear of wanting to please people (especially) her parents. That constant fight in her mind of wanting space to breathe and do the things she desires most (that is something that everyone can relate to). For me, finding a way to connect these emotions to my audience is definitely something I will continue to explore.
This lesson has taught me to be more detailed, focused on the facts and unafraid to try different courses of action and methods to deliver Musical Theatre Pieces. It brought together a lot of the techniques I have learnt from different classes with my own subjective experiences inserted
Contributing to the class has helped and will continue to benefit me in my future work. And so, with every performance I do, I hope to always go more in depth with what the thoughts and feelings are beyond the obvious.
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