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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The primary legislation in Wales in relation to children’s safeguarding remains The Children’s Act 1989 (CA). The first statutory requirements for joint working and multi-agency collaboration was brought in with this act, specifying what local authorities and partner organisations should do in terms of safeguarding children (MacManus, Boulton 2020). Section 47 of CA places a duty on the local authority to investigate where there is ‘reasonable cause to suspect that a child who lives or is found in their area is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm’. Once the authority has made the enquiries, they need to decide whether an action should be taken to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare. These could include applying for emergency protection order. One of the main principles that apply to court is that child’s welfare is paramount and delay in court proceeding could harm the child (Johns, 2007). The latest update from Welsh Government (2019) indicates that the number of looked after children in Wales was 6,846. 

The main protective duties are set out in CA however the act co-exists with the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014 (SSWBA) (Safeguarding Board Wales, 2020). Section 21 of SSWBA sets a duty on local authority to assess a child where it appears they may have care and support needs that cannot be met by child’s family, with outcomes of how those needs will be met. SSWBA describes a child at risk as a child who ‘(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and (b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs)’.

The other act professionals should consider is Human Rights Act 1998 (HR). Article 3 of HR informs every person should be kept safe from harm and Article 8 informs every person has a right to a family life. It can be difficult for professionals to balance the family life, protection of the child and social worker intervention (Munro, Ward 2008). When gathering good evidence for child protection proceedings the main question remains the analysis of significant harm (Jarwin, Madge 2010). 

In 2019 Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) were brought in which details roles and responsibilities of professionals to safeguarding children and adults who are at risk of neglect and abuse; and to ensure professionals had clear understanding of roles and responsibilities which organisation or practitioner is to take the lead in safeguarding procedures (Social Care Wales, 2024). WSP advocates the importance for professionals to work in child-centred approach, the child’s rights and their best interests should be paramount and where reasonable to gain and regards the child’s views and wishes (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).  Children’s rights approach means empowering a child to increase their capability to exercise their rights which includes engaging in the process to influence the outcomes and holding accountability about the decisions that affect their life (Croke, Hoffman 2023). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

When the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) came into force it gave more control to the citizens over their care and support needs and the act became distinctive in the way of safeguarding adults to be statutory equivalent to children’s safeguarding (MacManus, Boulton 2020). However, the safeguarding practice can often be accredited to the protection of children rather than adults, with different definitions developing; therefor the safeguarding needs of a child and an adult can differ significantly (Shorrock, et al 2019).  Although part 7 of SSWBA places a duty on local authorities to complete enquiries and decide what action to take when a citizen is suspected to be experiencing or is at risk of abuse and neglect; and has care and support needs. If a citizen has capacity and chooses to make unwise decisions or not engage in safeguarding procedures, the citizen has those rights protected under The Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

Where’s The Children Act 1989 can effectively override the child’s and families consent or feelings when it comes to considering safeguarding a child when deemed that the child may be at significant risk, furthermore, granting the police and the courts power to remove a child to protect them (Koubel 2016).  In child abuse preventative approaches in safeguarding can be divided into three levels first being the family itself or the individual, second the school or local area and third wider community (Ansley-Green, Hall 2009). These different levels and preventative approaches could also work in adults safeguarding. The SSWBA focuses on citizen approach by promoting individual’s independence to strengthen their voice and control for both adults and children (Safeguarding Board Wales, 2020). Wales is leading the way in developing joint SSWBA and Wales Safeguarding Procedures (YEAR) giving equal footing for adults and children (MacManus, Boulton 2020). Wales Safeguarding Procedures give clear guidance to professionals of how response should be coordinated in safeguarding procedures, giving guidance who should take the lead while working in multi-agency approach. Wales could be considered as having benefit in achieving consistency in safeguarding practice due to single act and procedures in Wales (Phillips 2016). 

Citizens should be seen as having an active and involved role in the planning of their care and support and with a right to choose what risks they are comfortable with, however this approach brings difficulty in balancing the citizens needs and rights (Dickens 2010). As practitioners it can be particularly difficult to find that right balance in safeguarding procedures. 

Word count: 412






400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




