Bradley Jones (2219978)
Assignment 1 (BMLC6011)
Module: Serious and Organised crime

Analysing the impact of Serious and Organised crime – Gang Violence and Knife Crime

Gang violence and knife crime in the United Kingdom is continuously growing for several reasons including drug turfs or ‘Postcode wars’ to young children who are groomed by organised crime groups by offering opportunities to make money or be rewarded with gifts such as clothing, technological devices and various other gains (Sage Journals, 2025). 
During this assignment, there will be an analysis of the impact of gang violence and knife crime across the United Kingdom. There will be statistics shown which will signify some of the worst hotspots for gang violence and statistics of the growing concern with knife crime.
[bookmark: _Int_qzBRhrQq]Gang violence is simply defined as crimes that are committed by an individual that is already actively involved as a member of a gang affiliation or an individual that is attempting to associate with a gang, committing violent acts on behalf of a gang which tend to include objects such as knives or guns. The general consensus is that knives in the United Kingdom are easier to obtain, and they can be hidden easier than a firearm (NSPCC, 2025). 
Over the last few years, the term ‘Postcode wars’ has been used by the media and the public alike to describe violence that occurs between separate gangs across England and Wales. A large portion of violence between gangs occurs within a very small area from one another and it has been said that some gang violence in areas such as London, have occurred simply due to their postcodes being different. It has also been said that in areas of London, gang members will come around a corner of an area to where another gang is located and will commit gun violence and knife offences which can and has resulted in serious bodily harm and even resulted in death (The Independent, 2018).
Statistics released by UK Parliament express that since 2010, knife offences or violence committed with a sharp object have risen significantly where they have almost doubled. In 2024, it was reported that around sixty percent of knife offences across England and Wales were committed by individuals that are affiliated with a gang (UK Parliament, 2025)
It is reported that the average age of an individual that becomes affiliated with a gang across England and Wales is around fifteen years old and with this, around eighty seven percent of these individuals that are arrested for gang related offences are male which means that gang offences and gang culture is highly male dominated (Youth Justice, 2025). 
A recent case within the last couple of years which relates to gang violence in the United Kingdom would be the murder of nineteen-year-old boy Shawn Seesehai in 2023. Shawn Seesehai was murdered by two twelve-year-old boys in Wolverhampton that were carrying a 16-inch machete and a standard sized kitchen knife. It was later said in court that after Shawn had been murdered, two hours later, one of the boys was on his Snapchat account commenting on the murder as “It is what it is”. The names of the two boys could not be given to members of the public or to media outlets as they were the two youngest murderers in the United Kingdom since the murder of James Bulger in 1993. Originally it was claimed that Shawn was murdered due to an altercation that had escalated between himself and the two boys but through further investigation it was said that the two young boys had shown an interest on their social media platforms about becoming affiliated with a gang and they believed that murdering Shawn was going to help them achieve their goal of joining a gang (BBC, 2024). 
Unfortunately, there are more than just Shawn Seesehai’s case across the United Kingdom that involves brandishing a weapon or a sharp object, in November 2023, a fifteen year old boy named Alfie Lewis was stabbed to death in Leeds by another fifteen year old named Bardia Shojaeifard who was described in court as having a ‘Worrying interest in knives’. Although the motive for this murder is undetermined, by looking at Bardia’s phone in court, it was concluded to be potentially gang related (Sky News, 2024). 
Although the murder of Brianna Ghey is not necessarily gang related, it was mentioned in court that Briannas murderers had been influenced by the current rise in knife culture and gang culture to the point that they carried out an attack with a hunting knife and continued to stab the teenager twenty eight times across the head, neck, chest and back in broad daylight. The murderers could not be named in could as they were aged sixteen and fifteen years old which going back to previous information, is the prime age that teenagers become involved in knife offences and gang related crimes. This story may not be relevant to gang violence but in terms of how knife violence has affected today's youths' psychology about carrying knives, gang violence has played a factor in that aspect (CBC, 2023)
Police forces across the United Kingdom have begun to gather intelligence on why knives and sharp objects are used. The reason for this is due to some gangs across England and Wales allowing young teenagers into their gangs if they commit knife offences on an individual who is potentially of interest to one of the gang members and even down to where they stab the victim, depends on their ‘Reward’ as it has been previously reported that gang members make a points scoring system depending on where the victim is stabbed, generally the head will be worth the highest amount of points, then the chest and then lower in areas of the body that may not result in a significant impact long term to the victim. The rewards from these point systems can range from financial gains to more responsibilities within the gang which in turn allows them to make more money, to items of expensive clothing, food and technological devices (CPS, 2025). 
One of the most spoken about issues with this outside of the long lasting issues for the victim involved, is that because a lot of people who commit these crimes are still young teenagers that are being taken advantage of, they are unable to understand the repercussions of the crimes that they commit and could potentially result in either future mental health issues or makes them more inclined to commit further knife offences (College of policing, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_5Cc1OVS0]It is known across the United Kingdom that once individuals become affiliated with a gang, it can be extremely difficult to leave that gang as the threat of them leaving and potentially going to another gang or to the police about other members of the gang is a big issue for gangs. As a way to try and facilitate assistanve for individuals attempting to leave gang affiliations, there are various helplines and support systems across England and Wales, and the leading helpline and support system is known as ‘RunAway Helpline’ which assists people that cannot leave gang affiliations. With RunAway, there are services available that offer one to one service that are available twenty-four hours a day. These services offer members of gangs help with talking about things that they have been through while being involved with a gang anonymously so that no repercussions will occur for them talking to someone about their issues. They also offer mental health support on an anonymous basis so that individuals that are part of a gang can feel safe and can comfortable enough to speak about their issues like everyone else (Runaway, 2025).
There are currently interventions being held between services and agencies such as the police, youth and community services, offending and probation teams, the NHS and voluntary organisations to try and lower the percentage of knife offences within the United Kingdom. The Multi-agency collaboration currently believes that most knife crime is currently being committed by young people and teenagers so the main approach that is being taken currently is keeping an eye on current hotspots for gang related behaviour and trying to navigate young people in these areas to spend their time doing something more constructive such as joining local sports clubs in the area. Another mechanism also being worked on actively is the use of police officers visiting schools across the United Kingdom to raise awareness on the signs of their peers starting to become involved in gang related crimes or knife crime (College of policing, 2023).
It can be said that knife crime and gang related offences are not necessarily going down at the rate that the public in the United Kingdom would like but with current potential solutions to bring down the likelihood of young people getting involved in gang cultures and further getting involved in gang offences it can be said that statistics ideally will drop over the coming years. At the same time, it is important that individuals that are stuck within a gang to try and reach helplines for support so that they can also in turn bring down the percentages of gang offences and knife offences.
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