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Explore and Evaluate the Importance of “Evidence” in Evidence-Based Policing
Introduction
The term "evidence-based policing" (EBP) refers to a system in which the most recent and reliable data are utilized to both support and question established norms and procedures. All police officers may benefit from adopting an EBP strategy. In this field, there is an opportunity to work together. Also, the other organization may help to accomplish the goal. For crime prevention to be successful in any society, evidence-based policing (EBP) must be adopted as a method for informing police work and policy decisions. Evidence-based policing employs a variety of strategies, including POP, SARA, Hotspots policing, etc. The article discusses both the causes and solutions to criminal behavior.
[bookmark: _Toc129917261]The Core Concepts of Evidence-Based Policing
Policing is generally the working of police. In many countries, there are different kinds of policing. Evidence-based policing is very important to understand the matter. In evidence-based policing the police first try to find out the evidence and then take necessary steps. In evidence-based policing, there are different parts. Those parts should be maintained and fulfilled to make policing successful. Evidence-based policing focuses on two main components. Both are equally important.
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Figure 1 Evidence Based Policing
Source: (Staller & Koerner, 2021)
First, there have been lots of studies about police and those should be undertaken. Police officers or those who investigate often do not understand how scientific research happens, this sector is out of academic styles. Mainly, criminologists conduct research regarding different kinds of crime and other disorders. After that, they publish those results in different academic papers. But many police officers do not know the research and they also do not know about the outcome. For changing this kind of activity, every police should be the driver of research, they should be connected with the research. Because without research police are not always right.
Secondly, evidence-based policing is making the outcome into a form those are accessible and easy for the police officer. This is not so much easy as it looks. Police always work to find the fault and they investigate the matter for correct identification. Sometimes police need prompt information to handle the situation. And in some cases, they collect information slowly (Fleming & Rhodes, 2018). There are lots of police who consider academic research and use that as practical knowledge. Every police officer should have some knowledge to solve the case correctly. For that, they might know those kinds of research.
Body-Worn Cameras: What The Evidence Tells Us 
Body-worn cameras have been viewed as one way to address these challenges and improve law enforcement practice more generally. The technology, which can be mounted on an officer’s eyeglasses or chest area, offers real-time information when used by officers on patrol or other assignments that bring them into contact with members of the community. Another benefit of body-worn cameras is their ability to provide law enforcement with a surveillance tool to promote officer safety and efficiency and prevent crime.
Proponents of body-worn cameras point to several potential benefits. 
Better transparency. First, body-worn cameras may result in better transparency and accountability and thus may improve law enforcement legitimacy. In many communities, there is a lack of trust and confidence in law enforcement. This lack of confidence is exacerbated by questions about encounters between officers and community members that often involve the use of deadly or less-lethal force. Video footage captured during these officer-community interactions might provide better documentation to help confirm the nature of events and support accounts articulated by officers and community residents.3
Increased civility. Body-worn cameras may also result in higher rates of citizen compliance to officer commands during encounters and fewer complaints lodged against law enforcement. Citizens often change their behavior toward officers when they are informed that the encounter is being recorded. This “civilizing effect” may prevent certain situations from escalating to levels requiring the use of force and also improve interactions between officers and citizens.4
Quicker resolution. Body-worn cameras may lead to a faster resolution of citizen complaints and lawsuits that allege excessive use of force and other forms of officer misconduct. Investigations of cases that involve inconsistent accounts of the encounter from officers and citizens are often found to be “not sustained” and are subsequently closed when there is no video footage nor independent or corroborating witnesses. This, in turn, can decrease the public’s trust and confidence in law enforcement and increase perceptions that claims of abuse brought against officers will not be properly addressed. Video captured by body-worn cameras may help corroborate the facts of the encounter and result in a quicker resolution.
Corroborating evidence. Footage captured may also be used as evidence in arrests or prosecutions. (Brett Chapman, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc129917262]Criminological Theories which Underpin Its Use
Criminology investigates the crime. There are different theories associated with criminology. Those theories help to identify the problem and help the police to investigate the matter. Biological theories work on criminal behavior. The tendency of doing any crime and behavioral changes are the subject of this theory (Davies & Rowe, 2022). Also, there are psychological theories, social theories, and other theories. Motif’s Developmental Theory is an important theory of criminology. Moffit's theory of criminological development distinguishes between two sorts of juvenile offenders. The former is called "life-course persistent," whereas the latter is called "adolescently limited." Moffit looked only at juvenile delinquency. The adolescents who showed the most life cycle persistence were thought to be the ones who would go on to commit serious crimes (Kazemian et al., 2018). It was previously believed that adolescent-limited people only engaged in criminal activity during their teenage years. The hypothesis looks at how early disparities in psychological and neurological characteristics manifest in children. The impact of one's peers is also emphasized.
Life course theory is also important to understand criminology. Although no two people are indeed exactly alike, the life cycle theory of criminology argues that some behaviours and attitudes may be better understood when seen in the context of a person's whole existence (Kazemian et al., 2018). This hypothesis hopes that it will shed light on why criminal conduct persists over the lifespan. It follows one person through many stages of their life and the impact those stages have on them (Carlsson & Sarnecki, 2016). It seeks to ascertain whether or not certain occurrences increase or decrease the probability that an individual would conduct a criminal act. Another criminology theory is rational choice theory. In criminology, the utilitarian concept that people are rational agents who balance means and goals, costs and rewards, is the basis of the rational choice theory (Clarke & Felson, 2017). Cornish and Clarke developed this strategy to facilitate situational approaches to crime prevention.
[bookmark: _Toc129917263]The Methods Used for the Collection of Data Which Informs Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-based policing is becoming popular day by day. There are different ways to collect information about incidents that help evidence-based policing. Generally, police collect data from interviews and physical evidence. Then police analyze those data and try to figure out the incident. Officers are sent to the location of a reported crime as quickly as possible after receiving a call about the incident. The police may be able to apprehend the suspect there and then. Officers will then make an arrest and transport the suspect to either the local police station or the county prison for booking. The police will still gather evidence at the site of the crime to sustain a criminal penalty, even if they apprehend the culprit in the act. Witnesses at the site will be interviewed as part of this evidence-collecting process. Pictures, measurements, forensic evidence, general observations, and everything else that could be relevant to the crime will be taken throughout the site investigation (Sollie et al., 2017). The police and their personnel must always act by the Fourth Amendment's protection against unreasonable searches and seizures. This implies that the police will often need a warrant or probable cause to search for private property.
The interviews conducted by the police are meant to establish the facts of the case, as the investigators attempt to determine what occurred and who could be at fault. It is common to practise to conduct many interviews with witnesses to get a full picture of what happened. Anyone with firsthand information about the crime will be a priority for investigators (Gordon & Fleisher, 2019). Personal knowledge requires direct experience, such as seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, or touching. The police will meticulously record the statements of witnesses and the officer's observations of the witness so that the material is accessible to current and future law enforcement personnel, investigators, and prosecutors.
Physical evidence will also be gathered by the police at the site of the incident. Photos, measurements, fingerprints, blood samples, and any other physical evidence might be collected in this manner. After then, it's up to you to make sure that every shred of evidence is carefully documented and preserved. Gloves will be used during the collection process to protect against contamination and preserve fingerprints. Forensic evidence, such as fingerprints, blood, or saliva, may be collected and submitted to laboratories for processing if the circumstances of the crime require it (Kaplan, 2019). After the materials are collected, they will be put in a sealed, clearly labelled evidence bag. Each item of evidence will have its chain of custody established, beginning with the person who collected it and continuing through all those who handled the evidence before it was presented in court.
[bookmark: _Toc129917264]Evidence-Based Policing and Criminology 
Criminal activity involving controlled substances may include activities such as production, distribution, and sale. Drug crimes include any illegal behaviour involving drugs. The spread and abuse of illicit drugs have rapidly evolved into a global epidemic. These criminal acts are often committed by young people. Over 27% of people in England and Wales between the ages of 16 and 24 are involved in drug criminality in 2021, according to the Crime Survey (Douglas & Braga, 2021). This poll demonstrates the seriousness with which people face this problem. According to traditional criminological theory, harsh penalties are necessary to deter criminal behaviour like this. In classical criminology, the proportionate notion states that punishment should match the seriousness of the crime. As illegal drug trafficking promotes crime in different cultures but unlawful intake and use of drugs engenders one's personal life, the two should be punished differently.
This is why the severity of the penalty should change according to the principle of proportionality. As a result, a drug distributor will face harsher penalties than a user. In contrast, policing based on evidence guarantees that offenders are punished to reduce crime via the use of several models and tactics. The drug hot zone is a good paradigm for reducing drug-related crime. This strategy targets hotspots where criminal activity is most likely to occur and where victims would suffer the most. Certain geographic regions are more conducive to the distribution and sale of drugs, and as a result, drug crime, which includes smuggling and illicit use of the substance, is developed there (Douglas & Braga, 2021). Crimes of this kind may be prevented or mitigated by law enforcement using the hot spot concept. Due to the need of raising public and societal consciousness about the issue of drug crime prevention, problem-oriented policing (POP) is equally useful here. For example, to combat drug abuse in a neighbourhood, police may work together with concerned citizens and neighbourhood groups via problem-oriented policing.
[bookmark: _Toc129917265]Strengths and Weakness of Evidence-Based Policing and Criminology
Since it offers explanations for why people engage in criminal behaviour and proposes solutions like stricter law enforcement, classical criminology has gained a global following. Both praise and criticism are included. The rationality idea, which was first proposed in classical criminology, is the theory's greatest strength since it is widely acknowledged among academics. Since it is generally acknowledged that a criminal should get a harsher sentence in proportion to the severity of their crime, proportionality is another strength of the idea. 
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Figure 2: Criminal Justice and Criminology
Source: (McGuire et al., 2021)
Yet, a lack of depth in discussing traditional criminology is a flaw. Everyone has the option to make a criminal choice, but the argument does not explain why more people do not. Poverty, unemployment, and other causes push people to commit a crime, therefore classical criminology's failure to account for these and other social and economic issues is another critique.
There are benefits and drawbacks to using EBP (evidence-based policing). One advantage of Evidence-based policing is the increased emphasis on investigating and analysing crimes. To effectively prevent crime, the police need to do research using a variety of models (POP, hot spot, etc.). Police are better able to carry out their responsibilities of crime prevention and offender punishment when they work together with members of the community and other societal institutions (Hinkle et al., 2021). In addition, cops do their jobs by respecting lows, a symbol of social acceptance. Yet, it's not without its flaws and critics. While making an arrest, police only consider the offender's unlawful behaviour, never their motivations. This creates an ethical dilemma that calls into doubt their efficacy in fighting crime. It has been said that one of the weaknesses of evidence-based policing is that it does not encourage innovation, preferring instead to stick with tried-and-true practices.
[bookmark: _Toc129917266]Conclusion
Evidence-based policing is becoming popular day by day. It gives a clear investigation into any situation. People like those reports which are analyzed through proper investigation. Also, police nowadays do research scientifically that increases the acceptance of their reports. Evidence-based policing also provides the right evidence for the incident. There is a widespread complaint that neither traditional criminology nor evidence-based policing considers social and economic aspects when determining how to punish criminals. Even if each has some flaws in particular areas, their importance in crime prevention and ensuring criminals are punished cannot be understated. So, evidence-based policing should be practised by police officials. 
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