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Minimalism, nature and linear are three keywords that perfectly describe my practise. In this essay I am going to be discussing the ways these keywords have influenced my work and how I have developed my style along the way. I will be pulling apart these words and their meanings as well as discovering properties that link these words to each other. As part as my research I will be highlighting very important and inspiring artists, whose work can also be described as minimalistic, with the use of nature and linear art.
When reflecting on my work, the first word that came to mind was minimalism, However, When I think of minimalism, I think of two things, one being a minimalistic lifestyle and the other being minimalistic art. To me a minimalistic lifestyle Is one of harmony and peacefulness. I do not necessarily see minimalism being just about the materialistic things, but by being minimal in the things you own by ensuring happiness and joy without the excess and finding joy in the simplistic things in life. When I thought about the word minimalism more I started to wonder about the exact definition of the word and that’s when I decided to research the true definition and this is what I found “Minimalism is a style in which a small number of very simple things are used to create a particular effect.” (Publishers, 2020) I found this vaguely links to my views on minimalism, how owning a small number of things, which create a particular mood of happiness and joy. I wanted to know more, not just the word but more into my two initial views of the word: lifestyle and art. When researching a minimalistic lifestyle this is what I found, “Modern culture has bought into the lie that the good life is found in accumulating things—in possessing as much as possible.” “But they are wrong. Embracing minimalism brings freedom from the all-consuming passion to possess. It steps off the treadmill of consumerism and dares to seek happiness elsewhere.” (BECKER, 2019) The minimalistic lifestyle definitely has an impact on your mood, and the way that you live in your surroundings are very important to the way you work. I believe the aesthetic of your home and surroundings being minimalistic are extremely important for creating your best work. I’ve found I always work best when in an aesthetically pleasing environment, and is why in my home I’ve always worked in an all-white space with either a small pop of colour or black/grey, I find I work better in environments like this apposed to busy and overly colourful, packed environments and always feel more peaceful. Next, I researched minimalism art, some people would describe minimalistic art as being very simple with not much going on at all. I found this statement about minimalistic art, minimalism art is “an extreme form of abstract art developed in the USA in the 1960s and typified by artworks composed of simple geometric shapes based on the square and the rectangle” (Tate, n.d.) but I believe minimalistic art can be more than that, and very similar to a minimalistic lifestyle, only having the important things stand out, looking simplistic and aesthetically pleasing, which creates something really calming to look at. Minimalistic art can consist of all sorts of shapes and flowing forms, although, I am naturally drawn to line drawings and drawings of natural things such as flowers and plants, as well as being my main subject matter in my own work. Alli Koch’s work  a great example of this style.
[image: Artist Alli Koch sur Instagram : Another @anthropologie dream story.. you know those art pieces behind the counter... I always would just stand and stare and dream about my…]
(Figure 1)

 Although her work is not directly linked to the definition of minimalistic art, I would deem this as minimalistic, the simple use of black paint and fluid lines, everything runs so smoothly and satisfyingly. There is no use of colour, therefore not overpowering and easy on the eye, like minimalist artwork, that is why I would class her work as minimalistic, simple even.  Her work inspires me greatly and has had a massive impact on the way that I work, trying to get the same desired impact as hers. I have always worked with fluid lines and mostly black and white strokes, creating very simplistic, almost cartoon like work. Not only does her artwork look aesthetically pleasing but where she places her murals also has a huge impact on the viewers experience. The placement of her murals are normally in hectic places such as restaurants/cafes and on the walls of busy streets, this is very powerful in bringing calmness and stillness to the busy environments, and bringing nature back into the areas such as busy streets or biophilia into restaurants, the simplicity of the work and the subject matter completely changes up the area. The surroundings and nature of the work is very important and brings me onto my next keyword, nature. 

My next keyword is nature. As mentioned in my previous paragraph I have always swayed towards drawing florals and their nature when it comes to subject matter for my projects and patterns. This got me into thinking why? The word nature is described simply as “the phenomena of the physical world collectively, including plants, animals, the landscape, and other features and products of the earth” (dictonary, n.d.). Which led me to think about my surrounding growing up and the same now as an adult. Having always lived in the countryside from a young age, trees, plants and flowers have always been around me and have continued to whilst growing up. The fact that this has been my surroundings during my practise has led me to question whether my surroundings had anything to do with the fact I always lean towards florals and nature. Not only am I influenced by natural  surroundings, but I’m also greatly inspired by art work of florals and nature, such as Alli Koch’s work but also other artists work, such as William Morris, who works in a completely different way to Koch. 
[image: Strawberry Thief Art Print by William Morris]
(Figure 2)
The way that William Morris works, and paints is completely different from Alli Koch’, the result being something so different, yet come from the same starting point of nature and florals. Morris work tells more of a story and has a lot more going, drawing you in as a viewer, leaving you wanting to know more about the narrative and story behind his work, so that is what I did. After doing some research into the narrative behind this particular painting, I found out that this painting was representing the thrushes that would come into the kitchens of his country home, and steal the strawberries, looking at the painting now, this story is really captured well within the work and you get a good feel of what it was like to live in his home and the wildlife that surrounding him. (Jacqueline Kent, 2018)  Wanting to know more about his surrounding I did some further research into where William Morris grew up, to see if a lot of his work has a story linked to his surroundings. The house in which Morris grew up in was in fact surrounded by nature, gardens full of trees, particularly fruit trees, roses and other sorts of flowers, which would explain the common theme of fruit, flowers and animals in his artwork. similarly, to my work. Although these things are very relevant and inspire my work greatly, there are areas of his work where mine differ, such as the style in which he works. The work of William Morris is very colourful and detailed, the kind of painting you could stare at for ages, slightly different to my work. Which leads me back to enjoying more minimal and simplistic art, I enjoy looking at Morris’ work but don’t get the same joy from looking at it compared to a more monochrome piece like Koch’s, I think this could also have something to do with the colour choice. The colours in Morris’ artwork are a lot darker tones and closer to its natural soundings, making it quite a busy piece to look at, the subject matter is very inspiring, but there is something about the way it is presented which isn’t as easy on the eye. I am interested in whether that is because the work is a closer translation of his surroundings through colour or whether I just prefer the aesthetics of simpler art. Which I am going to explore with my next keyword, linear. 

My last keyword was harder to narrow down, between linear and colour, but after a good reflection on my work I realised, linear has a bigger role to play. This is something that has been apparent throughout my work for as long as I can remember. Similarly, to minimalism, linear drawings are easy on the eye and to very aesthetically pleasing. On the initial glance at a piece of linear artwork, you can see clearly what it is without getting too overwhelmed. Linear drawings and painting are such a clear way of getting a point across and resemble what it is that you are drawing. Not only is the linear aspect itself important, but so is colour, the way colour is used and how the linear drawings are coloured can have very different impacts. I am naturally drawn to working with only one or two colours, creating a simple and monochrome look. However, I am also drawn to art work with a minimalistic colour palette, so when I found Patrick Caulfield’s work I was automatically drawn in by the small colour palette and bold linear outlines. 
[image: Patrick Caulfield/Gary Hume, Tate Britain - exhibition review ...]
(Figure 3) 
Caulfield works with mostly block colours and line drawings, described as “cartoonish black outlines” (Anon., n.d.). The definition “cartoonish” suggests a simpler style of work, as cartoons are normally for a younger generation. linear artwork is a simpler and possibly more cartoonish way of working, However the main details or subject matter isn’t lost along the way, but just simply creating something that is easy on the eye and not over powering, which brings me back to the way that Koch works and the impacts her work has compare to Morris’. Caulfield has not always worked in this way, he did create some pieces using more realistic approaches and looser brush marks, but then returned to his original style of work. (Burn, 2006) This style clearly worked best at creating visually pleasing pieces of artwork. Not only did the line work, work best for him but he was also drawn to using bright block colours very early on in his career after a trip to Crete, as he found great inspiration from the colours of the island. (Burn, 2006) As well as being very inspired by the colours of his surroundings,  Caulfield’s painting were often figurative and portraying simple objects from his interiors. His work gives you a real feel for the scenery even though the style isn’t at all realistic, he gives enough for you to understand and see what he is seeing through the use of the strong black outlines and the lack of texture or over complicated drawings. 
After doing more research into my three keywords I have found a lot of connections between all three words as well as connections between my three artists. Although all three artists work are extremely different from each other, there are still connections there. Koch’s work is very minimalistic and has a great deal of line work in which I strongly link to my key word, linear, but also has the same natural and floral elements as Morris’ work. To me the nature in both of their work brings a lot of joy and is probably why they have such a great influence on my own work as I tend to create or look at work I find visually pleasing. However, the styles of Morris’ and Koch’s work are very different, Morris’ work has a great deal of colour and textures through out his paintings whereas Koch tends to stick to black and white solid lines. The textures and colour in Morris’ work translates his surroundings better, creating a more realistic narrative. However, Caulfield still captures his surroundings and the colours but through a simpler way, just using block colour and lines, which I find a lot easier on the eye, and more minimalistic. All three artists work in different ways but after doing some research I’ve noticed a common link, they are all inspired by their surroundings and the nature around them, I’m interested to see if this goes deeper than just what they’re painting and whether their surrounds and life style has a big influence on how they work and the style in which they work in, for example I’ve always lived in the country side so there might be a link there as to why a lot of my work is nature based but not only that, I have always lived in quite a modern interior with minimal colour in all the rooms I work in because this is when I am happiest and I wonder whether this is subconsciously why I work with less colour and simple designs. I am interested to know if there are any studies and solid facts that support this, I can see the links between my artists works and their surrounds and how they create their work. 
So, my question is whether there is a subconscious link between an artist lifestyle and surroundings and the way they work and create work, Also whether the way people live brings them joy and if this reflected into their work?
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