Bethan Watts 								Monastic Wales Exercise



Chosen Monastery: Margam Abbey

Order: Cistercian
Understanding of ‘Order’: A sense of brotherhood, and a community that a group of monks (or nuns) identify with. The teachings of an order define the way of life that monks are expected to abide. 
Who founded the monastery?: Robert, Earl of Gloucester, Lord Glamorgan. It was led at its establishment by Abbot William. It is distinctive in that it was colonised by a monk from Clairvaux.
Why was it founded?: Although the website does not explicitly state the reason for Margam Abbey’s foundation, it is stated that Robert of Gloucester gave a large endowment of 1800 acres of land to the brother of Bernard of Clairvaux for its establishment. In his chronicle, Gerald of Wales suggests that Margam Abbey’s foundation was in part due to a miracle that occurred there. 
The significance of its location: The website refers to the location of Margam Abbey as a “buffer zone” between the Afan lands and the Norman lands of Kenfig. Robert of Gloucester’s endowment included these “buffer” lands. Additionally, Margam Abbey was central to South Wales, and would have had links with other significant monastic houses within the diocese of Llandaff and beyond. 
Significant recorded events: 
	Major Events
1147 – Foundation.
	1188 – Gerald of Wales visits. This is significant in that Gerald was extensively recording Wales at the time. Gerald, who had also visited monasteries in Ireland, may have been comparing how they operated. 
	1203 – Papal Confirmation. This is significant in that Margam Abbey now had a degree of authority in monastic Wales. 
	1205 – Royal Confirmation. This is significant in that, like the papal confirmation, Margam Abbey now had a degree of authority and influence. It is also significant that Margam Abbey received confirmation from the English king, considering Wales had its own principality during this time. 
	1206 – Brothers rebel against the Abbot. Could potentially be considered significant because it appears that the hierarchy within the monastery had broken down.
	1210 – King John visits. Significance of royal acknowledgement.  
	1285 – Margam’s granges are seized. This is significant because the monks of Margam Abbey would have relied greatly on these granges, and thus would have struggled without them. Indeed, the period of 1268 to 1291 saw great decline in Margam’s wealth, indicating that the Abbey was going through a period of hardship. Additionally, it could suggest that the monks at Margam were abusing their use of these granges and may have been taking advantage of them.
	1326 – King Edward II stays as a fugitive. This is significant in that King Edward purposely chose Margam as a place of sanctuary, indictive of its influence and authority. However, it could also suggest that Margam’s influence was becoming widespread, not only in Wales, but in England also. 
	1329 – Restoration of Margam’s granges. Indicates that Margam was ‘worthy’ again of having their granges restored. 
	1412 – Destruction during rebellion. Suggests that the tides in Wales were turning, either against monasteries in general, or against Margam Abbey in particular. It also indicates that despite its influence and power, Margam Abbey lacked in sufficient defence. 
	1536 – Dissolution. 	
