 ALN and Dyslexia Awareness 
What are additional learning needs?
Welsh Government (2009) Additional Educational needs causes a various group of children who for many reasons may face additional barriers to education and learning. Department of education (no date) All children learn in different ways and at different rates. Dewi Wales (2020). Children who may progress slower than others have been identified as having an additional learning need. This could cause them to require support in certain areas including 
. schoolwork – reading, writing, numeracy or understanding information, expressing themselves or understanding what others are saying, making friends or relating to adults, behaving appropriately at school, medical, physical, or sensory needs, which may affect their progress at school. Welsh Government (2018). Around one in five children and young people potentially have a ALN at some time. Swansea Government (2022). Schools who have concerns about a pupil will contact the child's parents to discuss further, parents with concerns may contact the school directly or go through the parent partnership service this will then call for identification of additional learning needs where families and professionals will be called into a person-centred meeting to decide whether the child may have an additional learning need. Welsh Government (2019) This is to decide whether a child has an additional learning need and what support they will require; this meeting will focus on the views of the child and is very important in decision making. Carmarthenshire County Council (no date). This will allow you to see what’s working and what needs to be changed for the better. Snap Cymru (no date).








What is the new additional learning needs (ALN) system? Welsh Government (2020)
The new ALN system is the new statutory support system for children and young people aged 0-25 in wales with ALN due to come into place in September 2021. NHS (2018) The legislative framework of the new system has been created by the additional learning needs and education tribunal (Wales) Act 2018. This act replaces the term special educational needs and learning disabilities or difficulties with the new term additional learning needs. This means that all children with a ALN regardless of the severity or complexity of their learning difficulty, they will be entitled to a support plan called an individual development plan. This will allow children with ALN to receive support called additional learning provision which will be set out in the IDP. The new system replaces existing support plans including Individual education plans. With a new statutory plan called an individual development plan, this will allow any child who has an ALN to be entitled to an IDP no matter where they are educated. Preparing a IDP for a child with less severe or complex needs will be easy and quick process. An IDP for a child with severe and complex needs is highly likely to require specialist help and advice going into more detail under wider range of interventions, this will require more time and effort to prepare but should only be required in a minority of cases. Welsh Government (2018).











Strategies 
Chapleau, N. and Beaupre-Boivin, K. (2019) interventions to support the development of spelling knowledge on strategies for children with dyslexia. Children with dyslexia commonly will need extra support from their school, with the appropriate support there is no reason that a child can't go to a mainstream school, if needed a small number of children do benefit from attending a specialist school. Strategic ways the schools have come across to support children with dyslexia are occasional one to one teaching lessons and using technology like computers as the children may find it easier to read and write when they're older. The way teachers present the curriculum to the child is an important factor, the content and layout of the worksheet is Important and also the font and style and size to ensure the content can be understood clearly by the child also its important that practitioner’s ensure that the content is achievable to the individual child, as children with dyslexia can have a different and individual way of processing information so it’s important that the practitioner makes changes to the worksheet, allowing the child to prosses the information in their individual way. Levy,J. (no date).
Barriers 
Special Educational needs and/or disabilities (no date) . Accessing the curriculum can be dependent on accessing print, it will be important that children with dyslexia are able to access materials using other ways, such as different coloured paper and different materials for the child to have alternate ways of learning. This will enable the child to feel included with work and to encourage the child to understand the work on a better level.
One other barrier that a person with dyslexia can face is not being able to process different types of learning such as writing and spelling, this can affect a child’s education so a way to overcome this is to provide one on one teaching with the pupil to ensure that they understand the schoolwork and find it easier to concentrate on their learning with someone there to help them. This could help them improve with their learning as they will have that extra support when it comes to processing different learning methods.
Conclusion 
To conclude, additional learning needs including dyslexia can have a negative effect on a child’s life and can cause issues leading them to struggle in school. Studies have shown that observation tasks have taken place previously with goes along with the new curriculum as observation is a key role for the future. Observation and repeats of tasks have been proven most useful in the past allowing children to become familiar with the practitioner/ schools teaching techniques allowing the children to understand each task as they work their way through each year without seeing no change to the layout of the task but only change in the task itself allowing the children to understand and develop each year as an average student without having to feel that they have been treated differently from any other child and that they with the right layout of the task can achieve the same as an average student. Nasen (2020)
Dyslexia 
NHS (2018). Dyslexia is a common learning difficulty that can cause problems with reading, writing, and spelling. Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty which causes problems with certain abilities used for learning such as writing and spelling. It's not like a learning disability as intelligence is not affected. It's estimated that dyslexia effects up to one in every 10 people in the UK. Dyslexia can cause daily challenges under the lifelong problem. Support is available to help improve reading and writing skills to allow those with the problem to be successful at school and work. British Dyslexia Association (no date).
Child Mind Institute (no date). If schools or carers have concerns for their child with possible dyslexic difficulties it is possible to go for a dyslexia screening and this is how dyslexia is diagnosed. Screening tests have been designed to give an indication of possible dyslectic difficulties. There are all different types of dyslexic screening tests and in an education setting the most common tests are delivered by computer, others need to be administered by a teacher. Reid.G (Dyslexia, 2007). Some tests will give an estimate of weather the child is likely to have dyslexic difficulties whilst some tests offer a more detailed profile of the child strengths and weaknesses which can help inform an appropriate teaching strategy. The cause of dyslexia is currently unknown but often appears to run in families, something that certain genes inherited from parents may act in a way that affects how some parts of the brain develop during early life stages. The Association for child and adolescent mental health. (2017).
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