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Repertoire List and Programme Notes

Repertoire List:
	Song 
	Show title
	Lyricists/Composer
	Year written

	Heart of Stone
	Six
	Toby Marlow, Lucy Moss
	2017

	I Say No
	Heathers
	Laurence O’Keefe, Kevin Murphy
	2010

	Now that I’ve seen her
	Miss Saigon
	Claude-Michel Schonberg
	1989

	The life I never led
	Sister Act
	Alan Menken
	2006

	With You
	Ghost
	Glen Ballard, Dave Stewart
	2011

	[bookmark: _Int_7EgXW3Ku]As long as he needs me
	Oliver 
	Lionel Bart
	1960

	She used to be mine
	Waitress
	Sara Bareilles
	2015

	It might as well be spring
	State Fair
	Rogers & Hammerstein
	1945

	My man
	Funny girl
	Jule Styne
	1964

	Funny Honey
	Chicago
	Kander & Ebb
	1975

	I get a kick out of you 
	Anything goes
	Cole Porter
	1934

	What Remains
	Circles
	Drew Gasparini
	2013

	When I look at you
	Scarlett Pimpernel
	Frank Wildhorn
	1997

	Journey to the past
	Anastasia
	Stephen Flaherty
	2016



[bookmark: _Int_rY4xjmJx]My first song is “Journey to the past” from a Musical Play called ‘Anastasia’. Anastasia is a musical written by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, and the book by Terrence McNally. The musical is set during the Russian Revolution and is based on an orphan that’s stranded in St Petersburg, Anya, while growing up she’s now determined to discover her past. She asks for assistance from a conman Dmitry and an ex-aristocrat, Vlad Popov, they both notice her resemblance to the Russian Princess, Anastasia. They take Anya to Paris after convincing her that she is the long-lost Anastasia to reunite with her grandmother, in return both Dmitry and Vlad are hoping they will receive a considerable reward. On their journey, they are approached by a Soviet Officer that’s determined to prevent any kind of royalty from coming back into power. Anya slowly starts to regain her memory and concludes that she is the Princess. Anya is the character that sings ‘Journey to the past’ and the song entails her emotions whilst she’s on her way to find out about her past and where she’s from, at the end of the song she finds the confidence and excitement to discover what Paris has for her. Stephen Flaherty is a well-known composer for Broadway musicals including Seussical (2000), Ragtime (1996), Once on this island (1990), Anastasia (2016) and the film adaption in 1997 and more. Some of the work that Stephen Flaherty composed on early on in his career seems to be some of the most successful work he’s done. The musical Anastasia opened in Hartford in 2016 as a tester and then opened in Broadway a year later on 23rd of March 2017. They closed in 2019 after 808 performances with 34 preview performances. The musical also went on a North America tour in 2018 and had to close on 12th of March 2020 due to COVID-19. There was another North America tour in 2021 which ended in May 2023. The Musical had its first ever European staging opened Madrid in 2018 and had the most performances with 556 performances and like the North America tour, they had to close due to COVID-19. It was later announced that the tour will not be reopening after the pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Int_ESbkKgtC]The next song is “I get a kick out of you” from the musical ‘Anything Goes’. The story of Anything Goes takes place on board the cruise ship S. S. American, carrying nightclub singer and evangelist Reno Sweeney on his way from New York to England. Her friend Billy Crocker has hidden away to be close to Hope Harcourt, his love; but Hope is engaged to the rich Lord Evelyn Oakleigh. Also on a trip on the luxurious ship are Public Enemy #13, Moonface Martin, and his sidekick Erma. Reno and Martin team up to assist Billy in his attempt to win Hope's heart through the use of some very creative disguises, tap-dancing sailors, and good old-fashioned blackmail. “I get a kick out of you” is sung by Reno Sweeney, who is a dazzling performer in nightclubs and a former evangelist, she portrays confidence, humour, and cleverness. Within the song Reno expresses to Billy of how fond she is of him after asking him to go to London with her. Cole Porter wrote both the music and lyrics for the musical Anything Goes and Guy Bolton and P. G. Cooper wrote the first book together. Cole Porter was a gifted composer and songwriter who was excellent at handling lyrics in addition to music. His brilliant tunes took over Broadway and Hollywood. For Paris, Porter composed "Let's Do It (Let's Fall In Love)" in 1928. The song was a hit and marked the start of an illustrious Broadway career that peaked in the 1930s. Porter penned "Night and Day" for the Fred Astaire film Gay Divorce (1932). More well-known songs from Anything Goes (1934) were "I Get a Kick Out of You" and "You're the Top." Porter also penned two other noteworthy songs during this decade: "It's De-Lovely" (1936) and "Begin the Beguine" (1935). His skills were also well-suited for the big screen; he wrote songs for films, including "Easy to Love" (1936), "I've Got You under My Skin" (1936), and "In the Still of the Night" (1937). Anything goes has had many different productions and revivals throughout its 88 years of existence. It firstly opened on Broadway in 1934 and closed a year later with 420 performances, it then made its West End debut in 1935 and closed 6 months later with 261 performances. It then had 2 more Broadway revivals, first one in 1987 and the second one in 2011, they also had 2 revivals on West End in 1989 and in 2003. It made its first and only US tour in 2012 and made its first UK tour in 2015 and then again in 2022. The musical has won awards such as a Tony for Best Revival in 1987 and 2011 and an Olivier for Best Musical Revival in 2002.
[bookmark: _Int_a7xGdhXy]“When I look at you” is featured in the musical ‘The Scarlett Pimpernel’. The musical was written in 1997 by Nan Knighton and composed by Frank Wildhorn, the musical is an adaption of the novel written by Baroness Orczy. The Scarlet Pimpernel is set against the backdrop of the French Revolution and the 1794 "reign of terror." Playing the fool, Sir Percy Blakeney and his group of gentlemen cover their real purpose, which is to save people who would otherwise have been murdered by guillotine. But Chauvelin, the most powerful supporter of the French government, is determined to put an end to anyone attempting to help the guillotine victims, particularly the mysterious Scarlet Pimpernel. As the performance comes to an end, Percy fights Chauvelin in a duel after revealing himself as the Pimpernel. The song “When I look at you” is sung by Marguerite, who is an actress that marries that marries Percy and then travels to England with him. She sings the song to Percy after she can’t come to a conclusion about why Percy has suddenly changed his attitude with her, and she feels that she’s lost the person she originally married. The Composer, Frank Wildhorn is an American composer for pop music and musical theatre. He attended Miami's Dade College after high school, but after a year moved to the University of Southern California (USC), where he studied philosophy and history. He performed as a musician in venues throughout Los Angeles as well. Alongside The Scarlett Pimpernel, Wildhorn has composed some of the most legendary musicals in the West End and Broadway and became the first American composer in 22 years to have three running at the same time on Broadway. He has composed for Jekyll and Hyde (1990), Bonnie and Clyde (2009), The Scarlett Pimpernel (1997), Death Note the Musical (2015) and more. The musical opened in Broadway in 1997 and continued in 1998. The musical has never opened in the UK at all, but was big in Europe as it opened in many countries, it firstly opened in Finland in 2001, then went on to premiere in Germany in 2003 and hit countries like Sweden and Hungary. It also went to Tokyo, Seoul and most recently in Mexico City in 2014.
Lastly, “What Remains” is composed by Drew Gasparini. The song is featured in the song cycle ‘Circles’ which was lately renamed as ‘I could use a drink’. The song cycle is about a platform for a multitude of teenagers and young adults who want to speak with one another about coming out, dealing with underage pregnancy, breaking up with friends, or even killing them. The song is about an individual going through a breakup without any explanation and all she wants is closure. Drew Gasparini is a musical theatre composer, lyricist, and singer-songwriter and has won numerous awards in his field. He has written musicals for Universal and The Whipping Boy (both with writing partner Alex Brightman), and the Broadway version of The Karate Kid (co-written with the original author Robert Mark Kamen). The semi-autobiographical song cycle We Aren't Kids Anymore was written by Drew in 2020. From his regular gigs at 54 Below to his gigs at Lincoln Centre in New York City, The Kennedy Centre in Washington, D.C., and the Ferguson Centre for the Arts with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, he has taken his unique brand of theatre concerts throughout the globe. Drew's theatre concept album I Could Use a Drink has been very famous, selling out shows all around the world, including a 2021 production at London's West End's Garrick Theatre. ‘I could use a drink’ has many different reviews online, all of them being positive, “I Could Use a Drink: The Songs of Drew Gasparini is a brilliant showcase of a young composer's proficiently skilful talent”. Many talented stars and musical theatre icons have covered the song, Cassie Levy was the performer that originally sang it in the production of ‘I could use a drink’. Many other talented performers some being Renee Rap, Kasie Gasparini and Elsie Shangold have also covered the song and sang the song in 54 Below.
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