The role of literacy during the emergence of Ancient Rome
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In discussing an aspect of what constitutes a civilisation I have used V. Gordon Childe’s criteria (1950) in which he identifies ten characteristics that indicate the development of a complex civilisation. He includes such points as increased settlement size with large urban centres, monumental buildings such as temples and palaces, a central administration, and systems for recording information such as writing; including a common language and means of communication. The latter is the characteristic I will discuss regarding the emergence of Ancient Rome as a civilisation, and the role of literacy in its development.
The first inhabitants of the area that was to become Rome were the Latins who resided in settlements in the hills along the River Tiber around 1000 BCE, and by 600 BCE the population comprised of Latins, Sabines and Estruscans. Early in Rome’s development the languages spoken were Latium: spoken by the Latins, Oscan, Umbrian, and Etruscan, then with increasing contacts with Greece, the Greek language was introduced to Rome (de Blois and van der Spek,1997, p.154).
It was from this early diffusion of languages that the Roman alphabet was formed, although not originating in Italy, but with its roots in other cultures much farther afield. This originated from the Greek language which was modified to produce the written Etruscan language initially and then Latin, the language of Rome. However, the Greek language is believed to have developed from Phoenician script around the 12th Century BCE, which in turn is believed to have derived from the hieroglyphics of Egypt (Renfrew and Bahn, 2016, p.479).
As a result of this early mix of languages Rome was a multi-lingual civilisation in its early development, also sharing many cultural aspects such as an appreciation of Greek art and sculpture, a style was imitated and used widely. Latin was the language of the Roman administration, but for some time Greek was predominantly spoken and inscribed on papyri and documents in parts of the empire, also the use of bilingual inscriptions in Latin and Greek on monuments was common practice, much like bi-lingual literature and signage written in Welsh and English in present day Wales.  
Evidence of widespread literacy in Ancient Rome is shown in the various types of documents, showing different levels of linguistic ability using the written word to record information for future use. Such examples include text used in administration and for commercial purposes and the codification of law, for the communication of information in the form of letters and announcements, and for training and teaching. Each of these forms would be used by different levels people in society, but it seems that even the presumed un-educated manual worker possessed the ability to understand the written language as the graffiti which is found on numerous public and private buildings displays texts written by all members of the Roman society, often displaying the author’s profession and sometimes their name. 
Although literacy has been a common characteristic associated with the emergence of civilisations, it is viewed by Bruce G. Trigger as not an essential requirement in a civilisation’s development as he states that although in Egypt and China, as two examples, writing systems including semantic and pictographic text were fully developed in the early stages of development, the lack of a syllabic alphabet and the levels of literacy made no difference to the levels of their economic, political or social developments (Trigger, 1993, p.7).
This view is one that could possibly be applied to the development of Ancient Rome and the role that literacy played, as the language and written word of the early Romans was a melting-pot of different cultures with influences from a variety of much more ancient civilisations; therefore the initial lack of one common written form of communication was not necessarily a vital component in its development.
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