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 Primary sources: what people say and do

e Secondary sources: what other people say
about what people say and do.

e j.e., Secondary sources are usually written by
academics
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Always strive for a balance between the two:

Introduce an author, quote or topic from a
primary source, then use a secondary source that
comments on this.

OR

Use a secondary source which sets up a theory
about the way people are, and then use a
primary source which may either support or
contradict the theory proposed by the secondary
source.
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It 1s generally agreed amongst astrologers that astrology in the twentieth century underwent a
substantial change. According to Dean and Mather, 'Tn 1900 astrology was effectively medieval.
It was modernised largely by the work of Alan Leo (1860-1917). The result was a renaissance
of interest in astrology' (Dean and Mather 1977: 5; see also Hand 1990: 13-18; Qken 1988 11-
13). Jeff Mayo, former Principal of the Faculty of Astrological Studies, wrote that,

Astrology as practised today by trained astrological-consultants is, by its correlation to
modern psychology and the eradication of many muddle-headed esoteric theories and

'fortune-telling sensationalism', far removed from the astrology of even the turn of this
century (1981: 7).
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Much academic commentary assumes that astrology is a form of the occult (Webb,
1980, 1981, 1988; Butler, 2011, p. xii; Jorgensen and Jorgensen, 1982). However,
the slippage between the terms magic, occult and esoteric, has been observed in
the most recent academic studies, from Galbreath (1986, 1-27) to Butler (2011).
Tiryakian (1972, pp. 265-66) distinguished esotericism from occultism on the
grounds that the former is theory, while the latter is practice.

Occult Astrology 1: Ritual Magic

The most obvious application of astral magic is for personal advantage, and
personal advantage was often best served by medicine, and the use of amulets,
talismans and sigils. The following example from a Greek text illustrates the point.

— Another amulet for the foot of the gouty man: You should write these names on a strip /
of silver or tin. You should put it on a deerskin and bind it to the foot of the man named,
on his two feet: ‘THEMBARATHEM OUREMBRENOUTIPE / AIOXTHOU
SEMMARATHEMMOU NAIOOQOU, let NN, whom NN bore, recover from every pain which
is in his knees and two feet’. You do it when the moon is [in the constellation] Leo (Betz
1992, PDM xiv.1003-1014, p. 244).



