Critical Analysis of Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian war 5.70-71
Thucydides was an Athenian general that served during the Peloponnesian war and his work recounts the history of that war. The fact that he served during the war that he wrote about could give credibility to the events and details that he describes since he would have first hand knowledge and be able to get accounts from other people who had experienced what he had not. With him writing this as a history Thucydides claimed that he was being as accurate as possible in his research but no author even a historian is completely non subjective in how they display information or decide on what gets included in their writings (Kirby, 1983. Pg. 184). Although there may be some bias in the information presented by Thucydides, the points that do not add a narrative effect and only work to provide detail to the factual event of the standard happenings could be trusted as they would be brought out from experience and a wanting to convey the true history.
In section 70 Thucydides mentions that the Lacedaemonians marched along with the sound of flutes in order to maintain formation as they advanced (Thucydides, 5.70). This tells us that there was some foundation for marching music to set a pace for soldiers amongst Greek warfare practices as he does not present this as an outlying piece of information. Furthermore Herodotus also states that music was used to set pace for soldiers marching to battle (Herodotus, 1.17.1). Since it is mentioned by different authors and for separate situations it gives a stronger sense of reliability that this was something done by the Greeks. However, in Thucydides account only one of the armies is using this method which shows that this could be new strategy that is only being implemented by some generals or that it had not become a staple tactic that everyone used. There is also the possibility that this could be for a literary effect as to create a differing view of both armies as to make one look organised and the other chaotic. While this is possible it does not seem to be very likely as it would mean that he would be creating a more negative perception of his allies if this were the case.
The usage of music to create a pace and to keep the lines of the formation from separating and that such a large army can all stick together (Thucydides, 5.70) can also give the idea that they had thought of weaknesses of their battle tactics and make plans to counteract. It can also give the impression that the problem of the troops becoming disorganised may have been frequent and so they had to implement it in order to fix these issues. If this is a new tactic that has begun to spread through the Greek military, then is could be used as an example of the evolution of tactics over time that accompanies the need to gain whatever advantage you can when in combat. There is also the possibility to think about how things like music can affect the battle not just for keeping the army in stride as it may well have had a psychological effect on the enemy and your own troops. In this line of thought it is possible to gain further knowledge to Greek warfare by extrapolating what Thucydides gives insight into and think about how these things came to be or how they may have played a role that he does not mention.
In addition, section 71 details the thought behind the standard positioning of how phalanx soldiers stand and how basic opening manoeuvres go in battle. This being that they stand close to each other and protect the person to their left with their shield. The other point is that commonly the right wing extends in order to flank the enemy left wing (Thucydides, 5.71). the notion that it is fear that makes the hoplites protect each other as they do is possibly informative as it could be suggestive that it is not something that is trained but rather a natural development that occurs on the battlefield. Although this could again be for the sake of literary effect and may not have been the case for every soldier either. With this being the standard formation in a Greek army it would be unlikely that this positioning was not practiced and so its probably more for just give the reader who is unaware a brief look into the thought behind it. Following on with how they usually initiate a flanking on the left wing of the enemy and how Thucydides describes it as a common thing that is always done shows that when it came to open field combat there was possible very little variation to the way combat was conducted. If this was the case, then it could be possible that when they did actually conduct combat in open warfare, they stood closer to some of their more idealised views. Like how they may have seen it as the most honourable way to fight in a head on situation without tricks (Konijnendijk, 2021). With the fact that they did not actually conduct open warfare extremely commonly could also give the suggestion for why their tactics were usually the same as they may not need to think of anything else to use.
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