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College English Test

CET

‘The CET is a standardised English proficiency test for Chinese
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university students. It aims to promote English teaching and measure
students' language skills accurately.’ |
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(Ministry of Education, 2006)
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Govermment

1
To establish a cohesive standard for English proficiency and talent assessment.
) Universities
Link CET to scholarships and graduation requirements.
Employers
3
Use CET scores for recruitment, but question validity.
Educators
4
Concerns about test—taking skills over communicative competence.
5 Students

Mixed views: career opportunities vs exam pressure.

Stakeholders and Perceptions
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Policy Context
Economic Globalisation

English proficiency needed for international exchange.

Employment and Academic Mobility

CET scores linked to graduation requirements and job
prospects.

Educational Standardisation

Uniform assessment of English skills across China.

Regional differences

‘The quality of education varies by region.’ Jin, Y. (2011)



Policy Evolution

1986 20065

The first College English Test was held Increase the weighting of listening

Introduce a 710—point scale

1 2 3 4

19995 20135

Introduction of a spoken English test (CET-SET) Online testing introduced.



Policy Gap

Personalised Learming

CET lacks focus on individual student needs and career paths.

Practical Skills

Exam preparation prioritised over practical language skills.

Balance of educational goals
Schools prioritise test scores over broader educational goals
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Misistey of Education of the People’s Republic of China

Policy Document of '

Information name: Motice of the General Office of the Ministry of Education on further Improving the quality and fully
implementing the Reform of College English Teacdhing

Information Index: 360A0 8-07- 2006-0395-1 Date: 2006-07-31

G Ovem ment Content overview: Fully implement the college English teaching refom

Motice of the General Office of the Ministry of Education on further
improving the quality and fully implementing the Reform of College English
Teaching

MNo.4.2006

1 College English Course Requirements (CECR) R

Govemment, education departments of relevant ministries and commissions {departments), Xinjiang Production and Construction
Corps, and institutions of higher learning affiliated to the Ministry

‘emphasizes the development of students' comprehensive

College English teaching reform is an impaortant part of the "College Teaching Reform and Teaching Quality Project” of

. ’ . . . the Ministry of Bducation Since its launch in 2002, under the unified deployment of our Ministry, formulated the new
|anguage Skl | |S (M | n |S‘try Of Educa‘tlon, 2006) College English Cumiculum Teaching Requirements (Trial); commissioned four publishing houses to develop the college
English teaching software system based on computer and network; launched the reform plan of Mational College English
Test Lewvel 4 and Level 6, and conducted the new level 4 pilot test In the past four years, through the joint efforts of
teachers in the reform of higher learning. College students comprehensive application ability of English has been further
improved. The reform of college English teaching has made a positive contribution in leading and promoting the refomm of

2 FI E } {i bilib ' Chinese higher education teaching and comprehensively improving the quality of talent training which has an imporant

strategic significance.

In order to seriously summarize the experience of college English teaching reform, consolidate the results, to point
M °L° II d d h M h M ° with surface, the full implementation of college English teaching reform, in March 2006 | entrust university foreign
UnlverSItIeS a Owe to a apt teaC Ing to t elr ClrcumStanceS' language teaching steering committes, college English teaching reform liaison office, to the national 50 universities
oollege English teaching reform imvestigation, and form the progress of college English teaching reform surey report
(hereinafter referred to asthe "survey report”). The report summarizes the reform of college English teaching and puts
forward the ideas for the future development. | hereby forwand the Survey Report to you for your reference. Please
study and formulate the work plan for improving the quality and fully implementing the reform of college English
teaching based on the content of the Survey Report. In the process of promoting the reform of college English
teaching, institutions of higher leaming should focus on the following aspects:

Social Int i
3 Ia n eractlon 1. Leaders at all levels should fully understand the importance and urgency of college English teaching reform,

take promaoting and deepening the reform of college English teaching as a major and urgent task, and eamestly grasp
it well

Emphasis on practical language skills for real-world use. TN M S T R

house has continuously upgraded and improved the technology, and various functions have been relatively mature. it
is suggested that universitie s actively use the high-quality teaching courseware and teaching resources
recommended by the department to reform the traditional English teaching mode.

3. We should strengthen the training of English teachers, and strive to create a relatively stable team of college English teachers
with noble ideological and moral quality and high scientific and cultural quality.

4. Actively promaote the reform of CET-4 and CET-6. Since December 2006 and June 2007, start the examination of
CET-4and CET-6 was started according to the new Examination Outline.
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China

University dumps English requirement for
degree

By Zou Shuo | chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2023-09-21 16:02 f X n +

Xi'an Jiaotong University said students are no longer required to pass the College English Test
(CET-4 and CET-6), a national English exam, to graduate or earn a higher degree, according to
local website Xibujuece.

The results of other English proficiency tests will also not be used to determine whether a
student can graduate or earn a degree.

[t is common for many Chinese untversities to ask their students to pass the CET-4 to qualify

for a bachelor's degtee and the CET-6 to qualify for a master's degree.

The rule took effect on Sept 1.

G IRIE D1

O:

China Daily

Reported on ‘universities dropping CET as graduation requirement.” (Zou, 2023)

W

Positive Change

Media portrays shift towards practical English use positively.

O
[

Public Opinion

‘Media coverage influences education policy and reform acceptance.’
(Huang et al. 2012)



Conclusion

Practlcal

Policy Impact Future Direction

CET standardised English education but fostered test- University English education needs holistic language

oriented learning culture. assessment
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