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  College English Test
（CET）

‘The CET is a standardised English proficiency test for Chinese 

university students. It aims to promote English teaching and measure 

students' language skills accurately.’ 

                                                 (Ministry of Education, 2006)



1
Government

To establish a cohesive standard for English proficiency and talent assessment.

2
Universities

Link CET to scholarships and graduation requirements.

3
Employers

4
Educators

5

Stakeholders and Perceptions

Mixed views: career opportunities vs exam pressure.

Concerns about test-taking skills over communicative competence.

Use CET scores for recruitment, but question validity.

Students



Policy Context

1Economic Globalisation

English proficiency needed for international exchange.

2 Educational Standardisation

Uniform assessment of English skills across China.

3Employment and Academic Mobility

CET scores linked to graduation requirements and job 

prospects.
4

Regional differences 

‘The quality of education varies by region.’ Jin, Y. (2011)



Policy Evolution

1

1986

The first College English Test was held

2

1999年

Introduction of a spoken English test (CET-SET)

3

2006年

Increase the weighting of listening 

Introduce a 710-point scale

4

2013年

Online testing introduced.



Policy Gap

Personalised Learning

CET lacks focus on individual student needs and career paths.

Practical Skills
Exam preparation prioritised over practical language skills.

Balance of educational goals
Schools prioritise test scores over broader educational goals



Policy Document of 
Government

1 College English Course Requirements (CECR)

‘emphasizes the development of students' comprehensive 

language skills’ (Ministry of Education, 2006)

2 Flexibility

Universities allowed to adapt teaching to their circumstances.

3 Social Interaction

Emphasis on practical language skills for real-world use.



媒体报道分析

China Daily

Reported on ‘universities dropping CET as graduation requirement.’ (Zou, 2023)

Positive Change

Media portrays shift towards practical English use positively.

Public Opinion

‘Media coverage influences education policy and reform acceptance.’

                                                                                                 (Huang et al. 2012)



Conclusion

Policy Impact

CET standardised English education but fostered test-

oriented learning culture.

Future Direction

University English education needs holistic language 

assessment
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