The Changing Labour Force
During the decade 1911-1921 the population of Wales as a whole increased from 2.42 million to 2.66 million, but the increase was unevenly distributed amongst the Welsh counties. However the population of rural Wales showed only a small increase at time when the population of Wales as a whole by 10%.The importance of Welsh agriculture within the economy continued to decline.  In 1851, of every thousand persons living in Wales 142 were engaged in agriculture; in 1911, the figure was 44; by 1921, it had fallen below 38.The decline in the numbers of Welsh male farm workers was felt by every county in Wales. Carmarthen suffered losses of something in the order of 20% with the younger age groups most affected. In 1911, nearly 30% of the men employed in Welsh farms had been under 25 years of age and 36% were 45 or older; in 1921 the proportion in the earlier age group had fallen below 27% while in the older group it had risen to 40%.
This shift in the age structure was due in part to the war which had taken a grievous toll of the nation’s young men, while a small movement into agriculture was taking part of older who had originally moved from the countryside into towns and who were being driven back to agriculture by depression and unemployment.. By 1921 the decline in the labour force of Welsh agriculture had seriously affected the importance of farming as an avenue for employment of young men in Wales. In 1851 agriculture provided employment for more than a quarter of the male population in ten Welsh counties; in 1921 this was true of only five.

In the years following 1921 there was a further reduction in the number employed due in part to the repeal in 1921 of the Corn production Act of 1917 which had guaranteed a minimum wage rate, and its repeal resulted in a serious fall in agricultural wages. 
