


Session aims:

* Consider the importance of teaching poetry

* Analyse a poem as a group and consider
strategies to engage our learners

» Consider ways of supporting pupils in
writing up their responses

» Explore methods of inspiring our pupils to
write poetry

* Team plan part of a lesson for Wednesday
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Why teach poetry?
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What is poetry?

a poem is a city filled with streets and sewers

filled with saints, heroes, beggars, madmen,
filled with banality and booze,

filled with rain and thunder and periods of
drought, a poem is a city at war, S Q’

a poem is a city asking a clock why;,

a poem is a city burning, t
a poem is a city under guns Q ‘ h

its barbershops filled with cynical drunks, >

a poem is a city where God rides naked

through the streets like Lady Godiva, u
where dogs bark at night, and chase away

the flag; a poem is a city of poets, #
most of them quite similar
and envious and bitter ...

a poem is this city now,

Charles Bukowski




Things to consider:

The poems should cover a variety of
genres and time periods, offering
opportunities for contextual research.

The poems will lend themselves to 1. C¢'

setting assessments.

The language will be rich and engaging,
allowing for close analysis and the
rewards that stem from that.

The reading demands will suit most of
the class. They will offer a degree of
challenge and also be accessible to
weaker readers with differentiated
approaches.

The poems will lend themselves to a
discussion of form, structure and language

A A

The choice of poems provide
opportunities for linking texts by theme
or content.

The poems deal with themes
and ideas
which will engage the pupils.

The poems can act as models for
pupils’ own creative writing.




Songs as poems
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Introducing the poem

poetly.:
6'1;" b Y(é ”s o P 4\

& 9 #J"O‘”
aq

55:’



The most unusual thing | ever stole? A snowman.
° Midnight. He looked magnificent; a tall, white mute
beneath the winter moon. | wanted him, a mate
e a l n 9 with a mind as cold as the slice of ice
within my own brain. | started with the head.
Better off dead than giving in, not taking
what you want. He weighed a ton; his torso,

frozen stiff, hugged to my chest, a fierce chill

piercing my gut. Part of the thrill was knowing

that children would cry in the morning. Life's tough.
Sometimes | steal things | don't need. | joy-ride cars
to nowhere, break into houses just to have a look.
I'm a mucky ghost, leave a mess, maybe pinch a camera.
| watch my gloved hand twisting the doorknob.

A stranger's bedroom. Mirrors. | sigh like this - Aah.
It took some time. Reassembled in the yard,

he didn't look the same. | took a run

and booted him. Again. Again. My breath ripped out
in rags. It seems daft now. T hen | was standing
alone among lumps of snow, sick of the world.
Boredom. Mostly I'm so bored | could eat myself.
One time, | stole a guitar and thought | might

learn to play. | nicked a bust of Shakespeare once,

flogged it, but the snowman was the strangest.

You don't understand a word I'm saying, do you?




Annotate
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Introductions
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Speculate on key ideas or themes
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* Help the students to relate the poem to their own experiences and
knowledge of texts.
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Headlines:
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Ministry
of Justice
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Cautions and convictions

In the past year, the number of children who
received a caution or conviction has fallen by:

The average custodial sentence length
for indictable offences

increased

by almost

month

Youth Justice Statistics, 2017/18

England and Wales

Youth lustice Board
Bwrdd Cyflawnder leuenctid

increased

3%

to 16.7 months in the last year

Inthe past year:
Self harm +400/0

Proven +29%

assaults

Restrictive
physical

+20%

interventions

Single

+8%

separation

= . f . ] N
First time entrants Knife and offensive weapon offences
The number of 10to 17-year-old In the past year: - adults B children
first time entrants to the youth -
justice system continues to fall: LB o
“tg"{'c 21 A)
Last year it fell by: y 9 children
All knife
o
offensive T9%
‘ ’ weapon adults
offences
AN J
r . . { . N o . Y
Children in custody Behaviour Reoffending
Bebtween 2016/17 and 2017/18 the management The 201617 aggregated cohort compared with the 201516
number of children in custody in custody ochort

-1 39 offenders
-1 50/0 reoffenders

-1 39 reoffences

reoffending rate is now

40.9%







Reading poetry

Reading and listening to the read out
loud is important.
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What words or phrases might your pupils be unfamiliar with?




Write down things that you notice

about the poem.
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Frame your observations as questions:
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* For example: ‘there is no obvious rhyming pattern’ becomes
'why does the poem not rhyme?’

 'There is only one stanza’' becomes ‘why is there only one
stanza?’




What is the poet saying? How is she
saying 11?

» Subject matter
+ Theme etry
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Paraphrase - in one or two sentences ’rr'y to convey what
you think the poet is trying to convey?
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Titles matter
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First lines...

‘The most unusual thing | ever stole? A snowman.’
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Last lines.
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‘You don’t understand a word I’m saying, do you?
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Who is speaking in the poem? To whom?
What is their perspective? What is the
tone of the voice? How do you know?
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Structure and form

e Stanzas — how are ideas organised
* Enjambement O et ry
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WPny different forms of poetry can you think of?




Language - figurative devices

Look beyond the literal at figurative and sound
devices.
How do they affect the meaning/ feeling?

‘He looked magnificent; a tall, white mute
beneath the winter moon!




How can you avoid pupils technigue spotting?




Rhythm and rhyme
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Volta/ turning point

Then | was standing
alone among Iumps of snow, sick of the world. 2




Revisit the title:
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Analysing Poetry

This diagram IS @ useful Wway Lo analyses a poem. Always ask youwrseif:
WHAT s the poel saying @
HOW does the pael sy ik

The “WHAT" | )
of the poem —-i Subject Matter, Theme ]

What = the soarm about?

What ideas is the poet expressing?

What imagesfwords, syrmibols, does the paost wess Do Comswney
arnd reinforce hisfhear ideas™

The "HOW" : !
of the poem ~ Technique

w
How does the post communicate hisfhear ideas?

I \.

Structure [ Language
h
Mo, of stanzas Mood 2t
2 ————— Irr 122G ey
"-' feasding and atmospherns
created ; e g. thougbvtfual,
peaceEinl, SeErse meraphors
Tone imagery
Swimbols
personifciation
the woice or Sourd of Rhythm
the poem; =.g. Sernious,
mocking, hurMmourous
The "beat” of the line
ermphasis of words
alliteration [ repetition of the
First consomnants in a phras=) b
assonance [(repatition of
wovrels inoa phraseal ! R.h'!.l"mE

sound of the words
what sounds repeat®




Writing poetry
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SPEED POETRY WRITING

Close your eyes and think of
someone. They may be close
to you or not. Try to have a
vivid picture in your mind of
who that person is - what
they are like and what they
wear and do. Then follow
these guidelines:

br.

You must listen - just try
your best and don't worry
about the ideas you choose -
you will have a chance to
redraft later

Vv




Line 1: Write the person's name or
what you call them
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3 (Z.Jc%)v v(é‘ 'x > ‘\

& 9 nfo‘”
aq

%’



Al Y

* Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them
Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

I




* Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them
* Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

Line 3: Where they are

*Leave a line
J
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* Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them
* Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

* Line 3: Where they are

* Leave a line

*Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to
describe this person

el eave a line

7



Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

Line 3: Where they are

Leave a line

Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person
Leave a line

Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link
to this person




* Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

* Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

* Line 3: Where they are

* Leave a line

* Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person

* Leave a line

* Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person

* Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to
this person

4



 Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

* Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

* Line 3: Where they are

 Leave a line

* Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person

 Leave a line

* Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person
* Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to this person

* Line 9: A feeling that you associate with this person
* Leave a line




* Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

* Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

* Line 3: Where they are

* Leave a line

* Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person

 Leave a line

* Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person
* Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to this person

* Line 9: A feeling that you associate with this person

 Leave a line

e Line 10: Write the words "and I"




Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

Line 3: Where they are

Leave a line

Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person

Leave a line

Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person
Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to this person
Line 9: A feeling that you associate with this person

Leave a line

Line 10: Write the words "and I"

Line 11: Describe what you are doing in this picture

Leave a line

4



 Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

« Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

* Line 3: Where they are

* Leave a line

* Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person

* Leave a line

* Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person
* Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to this person
 Line 9: A feeling that you associate with this person

* Leave a line

* Line 10: Write the words "and I"

* Line 11: Describe what you are doing in this picture

« Leave a line

* Line 12: Describe your feelings for this person

* Leave a line

»



* Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them
* Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing
* Line 3: Where they are
Leave a line
* Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person
Leave a line
* Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person [
* Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to this person
* Line 9: A feeling that you associate with this person
Leave a line
* Line 10: Write the words "and I"
* Line 11: Describe what you are doing in this picture
* Leave a line
* Line 12: Describe your feelings for this person
* Leave a line
* Line 13: Repeat line 1




 Line 1: Write the person's name or what you call them

« Line 2: One word to describe what they are doing

* Line 3: Where they are

* Leave a line

* Line 4/5/6: On each line one adjective to describe this person

« Leave a line

* Line 7: The specific colour that you see in you picture or link to this person
* Line 8: A sound that you hear in this image or that you link to this person
* Line 9: A feeling that you associate with this person

* Leave a line

* Line 10: Write the words "and T"

* Line 11: Describe what you are doing in this picture

* Leave a line

* Line 12: Describe your feelings for this person

« Leave a line

* Line 13: Repeat line 1

* Line 14: This person's relationship to you.

-



Blackout poetry
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Slam poetry

* Poetry that has been written for performance

@h

e [tisn’t meant to be written outd

dramatic
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e It is often humorous aP



A slam poem may take the form of:

* A rant - about something which geTs on yo

* A story - can be realistic
e’rhmg r

* A celebration - a pogm say
someone s
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Now write your own poem

 Start mind-mapping a few ideas - it's best to write what you
know about

* What do you really hate? Love? An embarrassing moment?

* Choose your topic and start writing a list of words or
phrases about it

* Rhythm is just as important as rhyme - try short and longer
sentences

* Collect rhymes www.rhymezone.com

>



Writing a Limerick

Limerick Template A g %
¢ O
There once was a man from Beijing . ""

All his life he hoped to be King .
So he put on a crown,

Which quickly fell down.

That small silly man from Beijing.




Writing a Haiku
3 lines, syllables of 5, 7, 5

SRR AR e &'
~ raindrops march in spring parade- -

wake vp, sleepy earth



Writing a Sonnet

onnet 130
thor: William Shakespeare (British, 1564-1616

My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun,
Coral is far more red than her lips red.

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun,
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head.
| have seen roses damasked, red and white,
But no such roses see | in her cheeks.

And in some perfumes is there more delight
Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.
| love to hear her speak, yet well | know

usic hath a far more pleasing sound.

B
A
B
C
D
C
D

she walks, treads on the ground.
en, | think my love as rare
d with false compare.



Writing a Villanelle

The villanelle is a less common and much more
difficult form, but it yields very interesting
results. It follows a complex scheme

of ABA ABA ABA ABA ABAABA A (and no space
between last two lines) with the first line
repeated as the third line of the second, fourth,
and sixth stanzas. The third line is repeated at
the end of the third, fifth, and sixth stanzas.

Let's look at a very famous villanelle, “Do Not
Go Gentle Into That Good Night” by Dylan
4 Thomas:




Do not go gentle into that good night, A
Old age should burn and rave at close of day; g
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. A

Though wise men at their end know dark is riglt,
Because their words had forked no lightning thgy
Do not go gentle into that good night. A

Good men, the last wave by, crying how brighty
Their frail deeds might have danced in a greengpay,
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. A

Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flighg,
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, g
Do not go gentle into that good night. A

Grave men, near death, who see with blinding gight
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay,g
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. A

And you, my father, there on the sad height, A
Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, | pgay.
Do not go gentle into that good night. A
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. A
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