Question
What support and interventions do schools offers to a young child who has witnessed violence?
Introduction 
This case study is on a child who has many struggles with behaviour and learning needs. Child A is a very likeable petite little boy who is at the nursery age of 3. He doesn’t have much speech however he is very bright and is able to count independently to 20 and he also enjoys reciting the phonetical alphabet and recognises shapes and colours. He can independently write numbers and letters this is something that he shows a lot of interest in, he also really enjoys playing with the class Ipad, building games and number games. Child A has one child in particular that he plays alongside and sometimes with but can often take his frustrations out on her. Their relationship was formed before child A had started school as both families are friends.  Child A lives with is mum, but dad shares parental rights with mum. Mum had full custody until he became known to child protection. Within child A’s household there was high levels of domestic abuse between his mum and mum’s partner (step-dad), particularly strangling and schizophrenic behaviour (step dad towards mum). Child A’s mum has many struggles herself with depression and has been known to use substances. Actions lead from the domestic abuse and the traumatic setting child A was taken out of mums care and placed with dad fulltime. A restraining order was placed against the step-dad and all parental rights were seized. Through engagement with social services and other agencies mum was able to have supervised contact with child A, she was also designated a “safe person” the safe person was someone close to the family and agreed with social services. The role that the safe person carried out through this process was to help assist and support mum also liaison with the school. mum had parental support and attended all meetings organised and cooperated fully with all the expectations. Child A is now back home with mum and spends weekends with dad. Child A’s issues are very concerning and his behaviour at times can mimic the behaviours that he has witnessed, he often bites and strangles his peers in class, often there is no reason for his behaviours and other times it might be because someone has something he wants or its tidy up times. He has recently had an ADOS assessment and has been diagnosed with ASD. The school has yet to receive the paper work regarding this diagnosis, but he is now on school action plus of the graduated response, meaning that there is outside agency involvement to help support and meet the needs of child A within school. The persons involved are – SALT, Education psychologist, paediatricians and as previously mentioned he is on the ASD pathway. The school are monitoring child A’s progress and will review the need for statutory assessment in due course. Currently child A’s needs are being met in the nursery setting where pedagogy promotes playful learning, there are various strategies in place to help and support his ASD behaviours such as visual timetables for when we are changing routines, now and next boards to encourage positive transition and PEC can be used to encourage communication skills. Our school environment is an “Autistic Friendly school” and there are procedures in place which form part of our everyday practice which supports child A’s linear processes. Child A has an IEP in class with specific targets to work on, these include academic and behaviour. Alongside his IEP, child A also has a reactive plan in place to ensure all the adults in the setting approach his challenging behaviour in the same consistent and strategic way. 
Methodology – regular observations on child A are and have be completed in a nursery environment where it is fun and playful, reasons for choosing these settings is to make child A feel safe and comfortable as research shows that children learn best when in an environment where the are happy. Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (date unknown)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Observations: during a morning nursery carpet session child A initially sat well until the class teacher started to sing our welcome song to greet the class, child A became frustrated and started shouted no stop! He then persisted to become more verbal and then hit out at a member of staff.  Throughout the morning session child A played well independently however, when other children approached him he instantly became aggressive. (pinching and strangling) this behaviour continued throughout morning nursery, when getting ready for home time a child tried to be helpful towards child A in reaching his bag and child A became very angry and aggressive and pinched the little girl on the right side of her face. This kind of behaviour is normal to child A and demonstrates these kinds of actions daily. 
Social and emotional development and well-being is at the heart of the foundation phase and children’s skills are developed through participating in learning activities in and outdoors. Children if capable of understanding learn about themselves and their relationships with other children, adults and family members. With positive encouragement they are able to build self-esteem and become confident within a classroom environment where they can become independent learners. Staff members promote positive attitudes within class which is then adopted by others, children then begin to express emotions and show compassion to other people’s emotions. This practice is demonstrated by members of staff within the nursery setting where child A attends. 
One assessment that is used with all children shortly after joining the nursery is wellcomm. This is when a series of activities are taken place to see if the child understands the meaning, objectives and putting words into sentences using the objects that are in front of them. When child A was first assessed he scored very low, this was because of the lack of communication and the distress that he had experienced. After working with him and reassessing 3 months later the improvement of his score and understanding has improved. This is down to the nursery ethos of continuous provisions. 
Class assessments are done by the staff floater, observations are made whilst children are playing within the provision areas of the classroom. the classroom compromises many of the multi-sensory equipment, motor gross, communication, numeracy and ict. All of these factors help to develop all the essential skills that child A and others need to achieve within school and outside. 
Strategies and targets to help child A to participate in imaginative play to develop the use of language is to engage in structured and focus role play with adults and other children, supported by adults. Using key vocabulary and questioning. Helping to take control of his own emotions and take responsibility over his behaviour choices. The use of positive strategies (star of the day, charts, stickers and thumbs up) consequences for wrong choices are sad spot, thumbs down and sad faces. 
His reactive plan aims to keep child A and other children safe. This plan informs all adults of child A’s behaviours, cues and triggers. Things that make him worse and things that make him better. How to react to him and his needs in different stages. These strategies are used continuously which has left an impact on child A as he’s starting to know his boundaries within class.   
Findings
[bookmark: _Hlk2617817]“Under the Under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Welsh Assembly Government’s overarching strategy document Rights to Action, all children and young people must be provided with an education that develops their personality and talents to the full. The Education Act 2002 further strengthens schools’ duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children and young people.” Framework for Children’s Learning (2008), p7. 
Educational provisions for children in the foundation phase should have a holistic approach when planning the curriculum. Children should be free to discover new experiences and feel safe whilst gaining these experiences. The curriculum for the foundation phase needs to be flexible and have the understanding that everyone learns differently so therefore the curriculum needs to have a much broader approach offering opportunities to all children who are at the early stages of learning and to those who need to be challenged.
All schools should encourage and gain to reduce social and environmental barriers to inclusion and instead offer as many opportunities for all children to feel included and therefore achieve. Framework for Children’s Learning (2008).  
Parents have frequently approached the class teacher to voice their concerns about child A and his aggressive behaviours towards their children. Some have insisted that child A is a bully. But not knowing all of his above conditions parents are quick to assume that his behaviour is just bad behaviour, which can lead to parents putting their own perspectives and experiences of their school days, and what they consider as bullying on their child, is out of fear that their child will get hurt and have a negative view on school which could impact on continuous learning outcomes. There are obvious reasons as to why child A acts out within the classroom. from a theorist’s point of view some of his behavioural issues could be linked to attachment. Bowbly and Ainsworth state that there are four stages of attachment they are – secure attachment, ambivalent attachment, avoidant attachment and disorganized attachment. Understanding all of the four stages child A demonstrates the disorganized attachment. There are many reasons as to why this is the case, due to the turbulent environment at home and the fact that child A had to be removed from the home results in a relationship where child A see’s his mother as someone who brings comforts but also fear. Research also suggests that not forming a secure attachment in early childhood can have a detrimental affect later on in childhood through to adulthood. 
Interventions – in a report by Professor Mullender she states that there are many types of suggestions that can be made to professionals who are involved in helping and developing initiatives to support those who has been involved or witnessed domestic abuse. Once domestic violence has been disclosed support is given to the child to help them move forward from what they have witnessed. Different intervention and examples of the support would be – counselling, play therapy, life story work, crisis work, and safety planning.  This type of support can be done within school or outside, on a one to one basis or in groups. Many schools in areas where deprivation his high will experience large numbers of children who has been involved in these support interventions and the outcome has been positive.  
What works? positive playful learning with the support of the nursery adults. What doesn’t work? Being negative and using a loud tone of voice, this triggers shouting and aggression.  
Conclusion  
[bookmark: _Hlk2627295]Booth and Ainscow (2019) both indicate that through conditions of play, learning and teaching methods, are seen as a good strong foundation for improving school attainment rather than the fear of doing something wrong or failing. The three dimensions that are used through school are- policies, practices and cultures. It is important to recognise that the importance of environmental sustainability to the inclusion of us all. Presented within schools is a detailed framework that works on both staff and children’s values and how connected everyone is to their actions. By showing a common purpose to build and develop other and similar approaches can give views of reflection. Having this ethos within schools will help develop and promote well-being and attainment for all children within mainstream education. This approach is used within the setting where child A is and has successfully shown that this kind of education and influence from staff and other outside agencies really do make a big difference. From when child A first started, he was very aggressive, frustrated and wasn’t able to communicate to both adults and peers. From using the interventions mentioned above and working with child A on a regular basis has not only brought him to trust in his adults but has slowly started to interact with his peers, join in songs and play within our multi-sensory areas. Most days he comes in to school happy and his happy to leave mum as he’s used to the idea that mum will be returning for him. Its been a long and persisting battle but a very positive one as there has been a significant amount of improvement but on the other hand there is still more room for improvements.  
 Booth and Ainscow (2019) quoted that: 
“Learning without Limits project, health promoting schools, rights based, democratic, environmental education, forest schools and education for global citizenship. This edition also provides an extensive outline of an inclusive curriculum for the 21st century to extend and eventually replace one based on traditional subjects. This outline connects the curriculum to children and young people’s experience, breaks down distinctions between practical, vocational and academic education, is rights and values based, and encourages local and global links to be made in all subject areas.” Learning without limits (2019) 
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