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In what ways, can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

The piece that we have created for Touring theatre affects its audience culturally by using the phrase ‘’OMC’’, the reason I think this is because during the crab scene three story tellers say this phrase and they don’t verify that it stands for ‘’ oh my crabs’. Even though you could see the image quite visually, it’s leaves the children’s minds explore and is open for interpretation. I personally think this could go down to the religion root if we ain’t careful with the phrasing, for example in a catholic school they may look upon this phrase as ‘’oh my christ’’. This is something that we had touched upon in class, we looked at the phrase ‘’omg’’ and how it is using the lords name in vain and how it is important that we stay away from that phrase just incase we impose on the audience culturally. ‘’Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD, will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain" (Exodus 20:7). (1)

 Socially we all have different views and opinions, personally I think this is all dependent on what town you have grown up in. The reason I strongly think this is because as one of our research tasks we had to look at was ‘litter in our home town’ and during the discussion it occurred to me that even though the majority of the company are from the valleys we all have different policy’s that we must go by to put our litter out. For example, in the Rhondda they have to use bags for the rubbish and bags for their recycling. However, Merthyr we have separate bins for our rubbish, glasses, cans, paper, cardboard etc. We also see the throwing of litter from the lobster and muscle scene and how that affects the sea creatures in the vampire squid scene, and how they receive it as a Halloween treat, they also solidify that because they hadn’t dressed up for Halloween, that is why they had received this bad treat. Litter is recognised as one of the main social problems, the reason being is ‘’If an area has a litter problem, it is going to reduce or even destroy the pride that residents have about living there. ... It also means that residents worry about other problems associated with litter, such as economic impact, crime and anti-social behaviour. ‘’ (2) 

Overall, I think one of the main affects our touring piece could have on the audience would be imposing the universal message that we want to get across to our audience and that is to find a good in every bad situation that happens within the environment whether it’s to do with climate change, nature, waste, etc. And how as we as story tellers can plant that seed instead of being very direct and allowing the 5-7 year olds the independence to do something good whether it picking up litter, walking to school and also allowing them to use their imagination through the piece of theatre that we have created.
‘’Imagination is the most wonderful thing.  It can take you anywhere and let you be anybody, or anything, you like.’’(3)
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