How are indigenous people treated currently?
Historically, local communities and indigenous peoples have been significantly marginalised through colonialism and capitalist exploitation within their native countries. Many of these issues still being present today as indigenous people make up just 5% of the world's population but one third of the worlds extremely poor rural people. 
 A recent example of this being indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest who suffered huge impacts of deforestation under President Jair Bolsonaro. One of his first acts of president of Brazil was the dismantling of national environmental governance structures. Bolsonaro prioritised capital gain over preserving the natural biodiversity of the Amazon. Pushing for the international beef and leather trade which causes for approximately 80% of the deforestation in the region. Many indigenous groups such as the Wajapi people in the Amazon have had to change their traditional lifestyles because of these policies making way for tourism or visits to local markets to survive. However, under the current Brazilian president Lula, deforestation levels have been reduced by over 30% as he aims to preserve the rainforest far better than his predecessor. 
 The 2023 ‘Australian Indigenous voice referendum’ proposed an alteration to the Australian constitution that would recognise indigenous Australians and allow them to have representation in parliament. However, this was rejected by the Australian people with an overwhelming 60% ‘No’ vote. Both examples show the horrific discrimination against indigenous people that is still prevalent today.
How inclusive are COP Conferences?
Despite indigenous groups attending every COP Conference since their formation, they have had extraordinarily little influence in policy decision making. In the past ten years attempts have been made at making COP Conferences more inclusive for indigenous people. Through participation in negotiation sessions in languages they can understand due to the ‘Indigenous peoples’ pavilion’ a space that is dedicated to sharing indigenous people's ancestral knowledge and solutions surrounding climate change. This is a significant improvement compared to the first COP Conference, as it included indigenous communities in the decision-making process. COP 26 held in Glasgow tried at being more inclusive, as President Alok Sharma said that it would be “the most inclusive COP ever”. However, thousands of indigenous people from the global South were excluded, who stand for millions of voices.
[bookmark: _Int_bZ1LOWxe] Despite world governments acknowledging their importance, this can be seen as a form of ‘indigenous washing’ similarly to the idea of ‘greenwashing’. Using indigenous people as a marketing tool to show that a COP Conference is inclusive of indigenous cultures when in reality they are significantly marginalised. Many indigenous climate issues are often considered as ‘home issues’ so will not be addressed in international Conferences and will more likely be discussed by a national government rather than in a COP conference. Whereas international law is often far more important and sometimes an only possibility of forcing change due to the repression that the indigenous communities have faced by their national governments. Such as in the case of the First Nations peoples of Australia and indigenous communities in the Amazon.  
Has COP done enough to include representation from indigenous people? 
What are the barriers that indigenous people currently face in COP Conferences? 
What more can be done to achieve further engagement from indigenous people at COP Conferences? 
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