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1. Title of Research Proposal
Are health and safety measures sufficient when constructing new school builds on existing school grounds?
2. Abstract
The Construction (Design & Management) Regulations 2015 sets out the regulations for managing health, safety and welfare on construction projects.  To ensure adherence to these regulations,  my line manager has asked me to undertake a research exercise with the aim of examining the level of  health and safety risks in terms of dust, noise and safety affecting the staff and pupils in a school which has a new build project in progress on their school grounds.  Also to examine whether the measures put in place are sufficient to ensure there is no risk to contractor workers onsite and staff and pupils in the adjacent school. 
3. Research Context
The research proposal aims to prove that health and safety measures are sufficient and pose no risk to the staff and pupils.  The objective will be to:
· Identify the levels of proposed risks associated with building works i.e. noise, dust,disturbance and safety.
· Review the health and safety policy reports, its method statements and risk assessments involving noise, dust and safety.  
· Find out whether any reports of incidents relating to noise, dust and safety have been recorded and filed. 
· Assess the absence of staff and children from school due to these issues.  
· Investigate and examine construction processes on the building site and whether the monitoring of  levels of noise, monitor control of dust,  security fences are sufficient to ensure no risk to workers and school environment.    

4. Research questions
Are there sufficient measures in place to ensure that school staff and pupils are safe and that they are not affected by dust or noise disturbance which could put their health at risk and minimise their learning development.  

I will question the contractor and workers to ensure that they are adhering to health and safety policy so there is no extensive noise, dust and  disturbance to the school staff and pupils and that there is no risk of pupils gaining access to the construction site.  

Obtain the views of the School Board of Governors and Headteacher and include it in my report.  
Also reflecting on my line manager’s views on the issues as he is the Senior Construction Supervisor for this project and has raised these issues to be researched to prove that the health and safety measures in place are sufficient to ensure no risk to onsite workers and school environment.

5.  Research Methods
Primary research will be conducted  to obtain qualitative and quantitative data within the timescale given for the project.  This will give data through personal experiences or evidence for the research.  The research approach is going to be a survey to ensure I collect enough opinions and views from key people about this particular project. 
Qualitative data will be collected by obtaining a sample of people’s opinions about noise, dust, disturbance and safetyj issues as a result of construction works to the new build school.   As I am in full time employment it will make it easier for me to devise a questionnaire with key closed questions to provide relevancy and consistency and make it easier  for me to analyse the results of the questionnaire ready for the report.  Having closed questions will  focus on what needs to be answered which in turn makes it easier for the people answering the questions.  
 The questionnaire will be written with negative and positive statements about the topic so that the respondent will answer in his or her opinion and not be swayed by the researcher.   I will test the questionnaire with my line manager and health and safety colleagues before the final version is sent out to key persons.   They will be sent out with an explanatory covering letter emphasising that completion of the questionnaires will be kept anonymous but will be coded on the document to ensure it is for my eyes o nly.  
Twenty questionnaires will be sent to the relevant key people  by hand delivery and/or  e-mail and will include the right target audience  relevant to the topic.    The School Board of Governors and Headteacher will provide me with valuable feedback and opinions/views from parents and staff.  Staff will provide data relating totheir own and children’s absence from class or problems with health and disturbance during teaching periods.   Contractor managers, client manager, health and safety managers and site supervisors will have level of professional understanding to answer questions  on aspects of the topic.  Workers on site will give their opinions and different perspective at ground roots and practical level.   
To ensure that the questionnaires are returned and on time I will arrange to collect them at specified date and time.   Any uncompleted questions on the questionnaires I will follow up with a personal interview or focus group to provide further data for the analysis. 
After all the data has been received from the questionnaire and interviews/focus group meetings I will input the information into the data analysing system SPSS which is computer software that is ideal for my text analysis for this purpose.  
From the results of these analyses I will be able to write my conclusions about the original hypothesis and to suggest further areas for research.

6.  Chapters  
Chapter 1       Introduction
Chapter 2       Defining legislation and reqirements to ensure  health and safety measures
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Chapter 3       Methodology
Chapter 4       Analysis findings of survey and investigations conducted. 
Chapter 5       Conclusion
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