Introduction
This prospectus will be including the education my personally designed school- Swansea City Primary School- aims to provide their pupils with, how lessons are taught, the standard it will be taught through and guidelines it intends to follow. The school will be attended by pupils aged three to seven, following the ages of The Foundation Phase (2010). As a school that uses radical education approaches, it will delve further into the curriculum provided by The Foundation Phase Framework such as focusing on elements of power, independence and introducing political engagement which differs from the Welsh framework used in modern education. I will be explaining what this school offers in comparison to others around it, why it should be chosen and what the key benefits are. Radical education often reflects the work of John Holt, Paulo Freire and John Taylor Gatto. Whilst writing through this I will be explaining and expanding on the work produced by these authors and educators and showing the relevance it has to this school. Radical education is very critical of traditional and mainstream education and I will be explaining why my school will be more beneficial and highlighting the differences that will produce positive outcomes, such as experiencing different parts of social hierarchy and put learning into practice. 
Within my prospectus I will include what my school will look like, its layout and how the pupils will learn from that system. Unlike mainstream schooling, it will not include basic normalities such as graded sets. It will go into extensive detail about the topics and curriculum that will be taught, why it will be taught that way and examples of where it has been used and by who. Radical education involves empowering students to create solutions to problems both individually and collectively. It brings attention to the influence communities and social classes have on education, and this prospectus will show pupils how they can make changes and progress despite this. As well as drawing attention to the layout of my school, I will also be focussing intensely on the curriculum taught and the ways in which it will be taught. This is where some of the key differences occur compared to schools that don’t implement radical education and the style of the teaching provided will also be reflected on. 
To ensure my prospectus is as clear and as easy to follow as possible, I will include theory to support my ideas and input ideology throughout to show knowledge and understanding of what my school will be providing, which should also place trust in the school when parents are considering this school as a potential place where their children could be taught. Links to academic literature will also be included. Although radical education differs from mainstream schooling, there will still be rules and guidelines to follow whilst being a pupil in Swansea City Primary School and these will be outlined as well as what type of atmosphere and relationships will be developed throughout the school. 

Context
In this piece of work, I will be highlighting differences between mainstream education and radical education. This will be shown through the curriculum, lesson structure and so on. There are different ideas of what education is and what schooling is. There are differences in what mainstream education includes compared to radical education, such as using a more critical approach to what students learn about in comparison to following strict guidelines in mainstream education. The term education can be interpreted in many ways. A common conception of education is being taught, or teaching, a systematic curriculum or instructions to students. Education is seen as what happens in schools and universities to some, or something that happens throughout your life, much like the common phrase Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “you learn something new every day”. Mainstream education and mainstream schools are the most common, thus teaching the highest number of children over the UK. Of the 32,770 schools in the UK, only 2,408 are independent schools who follow a different curriculum. However, the school I have created will be different. It will cater for the powerless and the poor, it’ll have a leftist view and show that mainstream education doe have a hierarchy and fosters inequality. 
The school that I will be making this prospectus for will show differences and possible similarities to mainstream education. The term schooling will also be talked about. Schooling in its most basic form is being taught instructions, training and education whilst in a school. It is the act of teaching. Schooling, or attending school, was introduced in 1870 through the Elementary Education Act and attendance was compulsory from 1880. It is therefore important to base my ideas and reasoning for them on parts of history, as social class was a huge factor in the type of education a child received. This was most noticeable throughout the Tripartite System, where the rich attended grammar schools and the poor attended secondary modern. This system no longer exists due to the ending of the 11 Plus Exams, but through radical education we can see where features of this system are still apparent within mainstream education in the 21st Century. I will be using these examples to show the differences my type of education will offer, to show progression and recognition on new ways of educating. Within my prospectus I will be showing my views on education and schooling in relation to critical pedagogy and the ways my school will be teaching in comparison to the current mainstream curriculum.
The prospectus will include key terms and idea’s that link back to theory. I will be relating my ideas to theories and statements put forward by Raymond Williams, Karl Marx and Paulo Freire. It is important to me that throughout my prospectus I can relate my points and ideas to work that has been completed by renowned educators to promote the school I have created and to show the functions of Swansea City Primary School. I will focus on the use of pedagogy and ways in which I can empower and give control to those who will be learning. Throughout my prospectus I will be focusing on key terms such as equality, power, voicing and control.

Prospectus
[image: ][image: ]
...to Swansea City Primary School, where we value acceptance, power and fantastic education.  We intend to provide your children with an excellent working environment, inspiring curriculum and dedicated staff to ensure happiness and successful learning happens. The vision of Swansea City Primary School is to give every child an equal opportunity to excellent quality education and ensure they feel welcomed, nurtured and respected regardless of class, religion and any other influences. As the future generation grow, we want to support and encourage them to reach their potential. Our school is a learning community where all are made aware of their skills and talents but encouraged to explore them alone. As a school we aim to motivate each child with adjustments to their individual learning requirements and ensure any problems or overwhelming experience is supported and resolved. Every child is different, and we accept these differences with a positive outlook and design our teaching around it. The standard of education this school provides your child with is paramount to us and all staff can assure you that we are committed to the needs of each child, the care they need and helping their development run as smoothly and comfortably as possible whilst also engaging in a challenging environment. 
As our school motto implies, we value differences. Therefore, Swansea City Primary School takes a different approach to its counterparts. As a school we want to provide children with the freedom to explore who they are, understand their own interests and use alternative learning tools and systems to allow them to learn more than what is inside the classroom. We value double vision- recognising that learning happens inside and outside of the classroom. As a school we want to consider factors outside of schooling that will influence a child’s way of thinking such as factors produced from the media, family and peers. Our staff want pupils to have the power to change their own lives, make their own decisions without strict instructions from those around them. As a newly established school, we have the highest quality environment with the newest and most well recognised equipment and teaching tools available for your children to use whilst developing their cognitive skills and growing as an individual. Our staff have been trained at some of the finest British universities as well as having international working experience thus implementing many different learning approaches. 
With multiple activities, learning experiences and varied classroom environments available, we have the highest expectations for our pupils. Our staff have dedication to each individual and will work alongside each challenge your child will experience through their education whilst allowing room for individual choices and constant independence. We want to establish a trusting partnership between multi-agencies and parents and invite you to place that trust in Swansea City Primary School. 

Structure                                                    
 As mentioned previously, Swansea City Primary School is different; much like our logo states. We value a different way of learning compared to other schools in our area. This way of learning can be classed as radical because of the ways it is taught, structured and supported. We use influences from theorists such as Paula Freire, a philosopher and educator who had major influential work on critical pedagogy and was a leading advocate for it. We base a large amount of our planning and structure of the school on Freire ‘s work. The philosopher created and argued ideas that our school implement because we value them and see the amazing education and knowledge our pupils can gain from it. Freire viewed education as something that should be equal. He wrote about the importance of openness, action and tolerance. Unlike most education institutes around us, we want our pupils to have control and not feel inferior or controlled when our staff are present. We want our pupils to feel equal to our teachers, and we demolish the idea of a hierarchy within our school. We want to teach pupils from an early age that equality is key and provide this for them whilst attending Swansea City Primary School. Our school wants pupils and staff to have a relationship of mutual respect and courtesy, to create a sense that both themself and the teacher are part of everything together and are always included. With capitalism being part of today ‘s society, we want to ensure our school liberates pupils from this and projects a better idea of humanity.                                                  [image: ]
Your child will learn through the knowledge and training our staff have, but our teachers will also learn from your child. We welcome free speech and democratic discussion. If we implement these ideas at a young age, society can gain positive changes to equality and the ideas of what good education is. Because if education isn’t egalitarian, what hope does future society have? These are our goals. Our school days are semi-structured. We require pupils to attend school for a minimum of five hours a day, anytime between 8am and 6pm. We implemented this to support families. We understand that no family follow the same routine, and we aim to fit your child’s time at school to that routine- not everyone has a 9-5 job! When our school was being designed, we recognised that even today, the presence of oppression and a strict social hierarchy is still an issue within the education system. Therefore, we use the work of John Taylor Gatto, who heavily criticized our modern education system and its ideologies to ensure we do not make the same mistakes. 

The School.
Our classrooms are all open plan, with no designated areas to any groups. Your child will contribute to the design of the classroom around them which is always changing with their own work and ideas. We have our ’Arty Area’ and ’Creative Corner’ where designs can be created and added to our colourful and bright classrooms.  Your child can work from the comfort of their chosen place within our school and we plan to teach and work with your child in a way they feel happiest. We want to empower pupils whilst being in school by helping them develop individual [image: ]ideas and solutions to problems and understanding knowledge as well as creating collective ideas too. To promote the independence of children and to keep their minds open to change and creativity, our school provides workshops and conferences with parents and guardians to ensure that our current systems are working and that our pupils are happy and comfortable with the way we teach them. This ensures we can analysis any questions asked, or changes needed. This follows many theories that entail the involvement of outside factors and the raising of issues that some may have. For example, John Holt stated that classroom teachers (American) often phased out creativity with pupils, stopping the child’s mind thinking outside the box, which is what we encourage at Swansea City Primary School. Holt has provided our school with a picture of what to base our morals, values and teaching methods on and his detailed research has helped us do so. Holt recorded how children learn best and believed they did so through curiosity and having a ”natural desire to make sense of the world” as well as everything in the environment around them. He believed, such as our school does, that children have their own individual ways of learning and these should be put into practice. One of our favourite parts on Holt’s work is his belief that with age-appropriate stimulation, children can learn independently.  The advocate stated that children want to “…find out how things work, gain competence and control over himself and his environment, do what he can see other people doing. He is open, receptive, and perceptive.” At our school, we recognise the perceptive that children take everything in around them and store it. This is the reasoning behind our teaching styles, such as having lessons where there are no key instructions other than to explore, play and observe whatever they wish to. Our teachers are of course always there to help them develop these findings. 
Swansea City Primary School favours differences. It welcomes equality. Our school understands that everything within education cannot be quantified, and we need to create a system without hierarchy and exploitation of the more vulnerable. It is therefore unfair to presume that this can always be left to the professionals, which is why we want to involve you. Our school needs more radical voices to help us teach. It has become more obvious in the Education Act 2011 that the changes in the quality of education was to be made by teachers and parliament; our school wants you to help with this.  Our lessons will include contributions from you as well as your child. Each classroom has a ‘Suggestion Section’ where we allow pupils to add any ideas of what they wish to learn, any changes they want or knowledge they wish to share. Another theologian we use in our school is Ivan Illich and his ideas put forward in his book ‘Deschooling Society’. Illich believed that school’s alienated pupils and that whilst in school, children were reduced to the status of objects to be managed and assessed. Thus, he believed this led to schools forcing children to learn only what they thought to be important and useful knowledge, with no space left for a [image: ]child’s imagination or own thoughts. We want children to explore their own ideas, alternative understandings of politics and history and anything else they wish to learn about. That could be nature, as we have outdoor facilities such as gardening, bug houses and sandpits. It may be art, which is why we have rooms purely dedicated to art singularly where they will interact with children of other ages too. Art is one of our favourite topics at Swansea City Primary School. We believe it is one of the best methods for children to express themselves and they will be left with amazing resources and a wide variety of options to choose from. Some of the world’s most academically recognised people were artists- such a Leonardo Da Vinci- who painted the famous Mona Lisa- but was also a pioneer in anatomy and hydrodynamics. With pretty paintbrushes and sticky stencils, our school has the tools your child needs. 

Critical pedagogy- why do we use it?
Children are inquisitive beings. We as a school recognise that learning is universal and constant. It happens everywhere and never stops. Much learning happens outside of the classroom and school gates and we recognise this and the implications it can have. One of our key focuses at Swansea City Primary school is that outside factors (I.e. household income, race, sexuality) do not affect or impact the treatment of children and what they learn. Children are a large target for retailers and the consumers they aim to attract. Some of our pupils may have better access to the latest gadgets and toy designs in comparison to others. This is not only an issue for parents, but also for children as they begin to think and act like consumers. We want to steer children away from corporations taking away a child’s imagination which is why we only allow resources provided by our school. Your children will be provided with the best equipment and resources available and will be accessible to all. Much like the academic and theorist Raymond Williams, we realise that schools process people, but they also process knowledge. As a school based in Wales, we value the work of Welsh critics and have applied his work to Swansea City Primary School. William’s believed education should act as some form of public pedagogy and we have integrated this idea into our school. Public pedagogy is all about connecting classrooms to the outside world. Your child will be prepared for education beyond school through our teaching methods. This could be within the workplace, events and so on. 
This is also where our use of critical pedagogy comes in. As we have mentioned, we do things differently at our fantastic primary school. Critical pedagogy is a form of education that we use effectively to benefit your child. Our core aims are to help your child grow and develop into the generation they have been born into; the children who will become the engineers and entrepreneurs of the future. Critical pedagogy is one of many modern teaching approaches that has been inputted into current times. Supported by many renowned professors, critical pedagogy is an approach to teaching that encourages pupils to challenge domination, superiority and question it too. We want critical thinkers at Swansea City Primary School and have the belief that anyone can achieve this with the right tools that this school can provide. This theory has been taken from Ira Shor’s work as a critical pedagogic educator. His best-selling book ‘Critical Teaching and Everyday Life’ as well as others such as ‘Empowering Education: Critical Teaching for Social Change’ have provided our staff and school create some of the best techniques and learning experiences that your child can receive. The theory and practice of critical pedagogy is to encourage your child to achieve critical consciousness. 
 When we use this form of teaching, our staff lead our pupils to question the world around them, consider different approaches to ideologies and encourage individual responses and liberate their minds to criticize. Whilst stu[image: ]dying with us, your child will learn to go into revelation on topics of their choice and interest. Swansea City Primary school promotes the process of sharing their thoughts and findings and see into the oppressive nature that society is made up of. As the Salvation Army trademarked in 1950” sharing is caring” and we follow that concept. Although many people view these topics and form of education as being too mature or complex, we ensure our pupils are supported and taught to meet their own individual needs; no child learns the same, a concept mainstream education fails to see through their ways of marking, sectioning and teaching pupils.    
Curriculum
Throughout this prospectus we have spoken about how we will teach your child, our staff, the environment your child will be in as well as the theorists we look up to. But what about the curriculum? In mainstream schools within Wales, they follow The National Curriculum and the Foundation Phase. First introduced in 1988 through The Education Reform Act, thousands of mainstream schools follow The National Curriculum to this day. The Foundation Phase Framework is followed until age seven, which has been in practice since 2010. It is compulsory within these curriculums and frameworks to study mathematics and literacy as well as other topics such as technology, science and languages. In our curriculum, we learn all these topics and more! We provide study on astronomy, politics, mythology and many others. We believe a child can learn anything they want to if they are willing to put the work in. While mathematics and literacy must be compulsory, we give your child free rein on the other subjects they wish to study. Our topics are as follows: 
· Mathematics
· Literacy
· History
· Art
· Physical Education
· Science
· Welsh
· Creative technology 
· Politics
· Astronomy 
· Mythology 
· Religious Education
· Social Studies 
· Outdoor learning
· Material design 
· Cooking 
· Anatomy 
· Product Design
· Theatre 
In comparison the mainstream education, we offer a wide variety of topics that many education facilities do not. Swansea City Primary School welcomes ideas and contributions to new topics from pupils and parents/guardians. These can be suggested in our workshops and requested meetings that we offer. Through a strict curriculum such as The National Curriculum, it is easy to marginalise pupils or exclude them if they don’t adapt to the subjects being taught or the way they are being taught. While your child is studying with us, this will never become an issue due to the relaxed approaches we take towards every way a pupil wants to be taught. We greatly enjoy providing pupils with resources to learn about their chosen topics and letting them learn it independently, in their own way without the need for a teacher to do so. Much like Raymond Williams argued, we believe if a child is left with the correct attitude, resources and environment- they can learn alone. Our staff will always be ready to help your child along the way. We use examples such as the study of astronomy. A topic that involves mathematics and physics, astronomy can be complex. Some children learn by watching online videos produced by physicist Brian Cox, others learn through reading books written by Neil Degrasse Tyson. Our open plan classrooms allow for each of these to be done, and our Arty Area and Creative Corner allows even more study to be completed if a pupil wishes to study that way. These options are why we believe our primary school is revolutionary and the best place for your child to blossom. 
Assessing your child will also be a fun and exciting part of our school. In current times, the use of the WJEC exam board and AQA is in practice in Wales. Mainstream education institutes use these exam boards for Key Stage 3-5. Our school educates children in Key Stage 1, where they would be assessed by Standard Attainment Tests in mainstream schools. A survey was completed in 2018 of 1200 primary teachers and found that nine out of ten believed SATs were detrimental to children’s wellbeing when completing them. We therefore believe this is a poor choice of assessment and choose to not use it At Swansea City Primary School, we don’t use formal exams to assess your child. Once their chosen subjects have been studied for a minimum of one year, they will be asked to produce an ‘End Piece’. This[image: ] will be a piece of work that shows the staff what they have learnt throughout the year. This can be a written paper, a piece of art or a presentation. It could be a performance or play, if your child can teach us and show us what they have learnt, this is the way we will continue to assess them. We allow whatever your child choses to produce. Radical education is about making connections, and if your child can do this through their work, success is in sight. Through a subject such as performing arts, a child may be able to see that it is currently being viewed as a dying industry and we can help them work on this idea, see what the consequences are and why this is happening. Thus, allowing them to be critical thinkers. Through our choices of topics and assessment techniques, Swansea City Primary School strongly believes this is the school for your child. 
Fun, fantasy and friends.
School and education often adopt a negative stigma or being boring or leads pupils to feel oppressed. The notion of being told what to do and how to do it for six hours a day, five days a week can seem tedious and give some children a sense of anxiety towards schooling and education. At our school, we strive for the opposite feeling. We want children to learn through their own means and to question us as well as the environment around them when learning. We want them to have the power to do this. This is where our idea of fun, fantasy and friends comes in. Within our primary school we believe children can learn through play, their peers and friends and in any fantasy they create. Each child is in control of their own education and learning experiences. We input an important point made by educator and author Lesley Abbott to stop the idea of over formalising children’s education and cancelling out the idea of freedom and fun within the classroom. This being, 
“Educators should guard against pressures which might lead them to over-concentrate on formal teaching and upon the attainment of a specific set of targets”.
This reflects in our choices of topics, classroom set up, the freedom our staff give your child and the ways in which we assess your child. The time and opportunities we give our pupils to break through the current restrictions of education in mainstream school and the allowance of them to take control of their learning, their school and the people around them shows that we disagree with formal teaching and see the benefits of our form of teaching. Following the arguments that Raymond William’s put forward, schools act as “agents of cultural and ideological hegemony” and create people who see only one way to economic, cultural and formal structures in place within the world. We want our pupils to see other ways and to do this through having fun, playing with our resources and communicating with their friends.
Why you should choose Swansea City Primary School
We strong believe that our use of the radical education approach is the way forward within the education sector. Much like our use of encouraging critical pedagogy, it will do nothing less than benefit and help develop your child to push the barriers and restrictions that society has made. Critical pedagogy is the result of a long history of radical thought, progressive educational movements and free speech. We want a democratic approach to education. We aspire to give your child power and freedom. We base our concepts on the work of theorists such as Henry Giroux, a pioneering scholar who believed critical pedagogy and radical social thought was the way forward. He argued that critical pedagogy” illuminates the relationship among knowledge, authority, and power”. A concept we want to reinforce. Through our ways of allowing your child to choose their own topics, study them through their own means and giving your child the opportunity to gain power, we will create a generation of critical thinkers, powerful individuals who can make a real change to the society they have been born into. Our pupils, your children, are the future. From work such as the Open School Movement created by Herbert Kohl, to the ideas published in Emile Durkheim’s books such as ’Education and Sociology’, we are pushing for these ideas and changes to continue. Swansea City Primary School takes outside factors into consideration, through our allowance of pupils choosing when to come to school and parents and guardians making suggestions for our curriculum and routines, we ensure we can cater our every need of you and your child. We want your child to belong to a school that addresses, challenges and aims to eliminate racism, patriarchy, imperialism and oppression. Your child will be growing up and entering the world that we have created, and as a school we want children to have the opportunity to not only learn about their own interests but also to see the problems that surround them. Our primary school wants your child to develop the tools to work with these concepts but to also lead a happy, fun and yet challenging experience of education. Knowledge, control, power is just some of the key terms and ideas we want your child to be around. Our staff will guide your child onto these routes. They are not employed to stand at the front of a strictly organised formal classroom to teach out of books and ideas that adults have chosen. They are employed to encourage your child to learn more about their own interest and choices, to answer questions each individual has and to provide any support they need. Swansea City Primary school wants to boost the abilities each child has and to promote freedom within education and the classroom. In the 21st century, there are many alternatives to mainstream education such as Forest Schools, Sand Schools and Home Schooling, but we are inviting you to join what we believe to be the best alternative- radical education at Swansea City Primary School. Join us in being part of a revolution. [image: ]
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