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Youths at the Bus Shelter
Background

	Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  




Notes for Facilitators
Use the information given and confer with your learning partner/co-facilitator to decide who should be invited to come to the conference, ie who has been most affected by the events described? Who would be best able/suited to support them?

Participants

Razr
Bal

Helen

Mr Heath

Mrs Quinn

Mrs Diment

Participant Sheet – Razr
Background

Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  

Important:

Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.
	Razr
You are 19 years old and unemployed.  You had a job at a supermarket recently but quit.  You couldn’t work fast enough on the tills so they put you on collecting trolleys and you couldn’t stand it.

You have no idea what you want to do but know you have to get cash from somewhere as you want to rent your own place.

You hang around with your mates because you have nothing else to do and no where else to go.  Your mum just constantly moans at you so you go out (you don’t want her involved).  

You get to the bus shelter anytime after you get up (about lunch time) and meet the others there.  You may go for a wonder around the shopping mall but inevitably return to the shelter as it is a short distance from home.

You smoke roll-ups (have some ‘puff’ if someone has any) and drink a can or three of lager.  You discuss anything and generally have a good laugh.  Your girlfriend, Helen, comes down to the shelter to meet you but doesn’t hang out there as she hates Scott (one of the other youths who declined to come and is a bit of a big head). 

You leave when you get fed up and go and sleep at a mate’s house or go home.  If the weather is cold that may be sooner than later but you are normally gone by 9pm.  

You initially act in a tough manner but soften if you find people are not out to get you and then you will become constructive.  If anyone takes the mickey out of you, you will tell them to, “Get real.”




Participant Sheet – Bal
Background

Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  

Important:

Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.
	Bal
You are 18 years old and unemployed.  You were excluded for most of your last school years and are now drifting with nothing to do.  When asked, which is regularly, you are expecting something to turn-up soon and promise to go down the Job Centre but never make it.

You hang around with your mates because you have nothing else to do and nowhere else to go.  Your parents (mother and step-father) want you to leave and you just have a mattress on the floor at home (you don’t want them involved).  

You get to the bus shelter anytime after you get up (about 1pm) and meet the others shortly thereafter.  You may go for a wonder around the shopping mall but inevitably return to the shelter as it is a short distance from home.

You smoke roll-ups (you can’t afford cannabis although you have been smoking it since about 14 years old) and drink a can or three of lager.  You discuss anything and generally have a good laugh.  You have an injured ankle from falling from a railway bridge while painting graffiti. 

You leave when you get fed up and go and sleep at a mate’s house or go home.  If the weather is cold that may be sooner than later but you are normally gone by 9pm.  

You don’t see what all the fuss is about as you have a right to hang about where you please.  You initially act in a tough manner but soften if you find people are not out to get you.  You will pick fun of your mate Razr if he becomes constructive but will eventually do the same.




Participant Sheet – Helen
Background

Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  

Important:

Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.
	Helen (Razr’s girlfriend)
You are 18 years old and go to college three days a week trying to get exam grades.  You have been going out with Razr since school.  You don’t hang around the bus shelter because you find it boring and because Scott (one of Razr’s mates who refused to come) is such an airhead.

You will meet Razr at the bus shelter and then go around town or somewhere else.  You want Razr to amount to something because you want your parents to like him (they think he’s an idle layabout and drug addict).  

You know Razr likes drum n’ bass music and messing around with radio controlled cars and real cars (he can spend hours working on his mate’s car ignoring you).  

Razr can be really nice and treats you well.  You would like to split everything you spend but Razr seems to think he needs to pay for you.  You don’t want him to spend his little bit of money on you as you just like being together – anywhere.  


 Participant Sheet – Mr Heath
Background

Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  

Important:

Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.
	Mr Heath
You are 88 years old and were young once but these hooligans congregate in your bus shelter and make a nuisance.  You wrote to the police, the bus company and the local paper for someone to do something but they are still there.

You are not good on your legs anymore and when you come up to the bus shelter to go home they are all sitting there smoking ‘wacky baccy’ and drinking.  Their cans and litter doesn’t get cleaned up very often.

Not one will get up and let you sit down – they can see you have a walking stick.

They should all clear-off and get jobs, and some manners while they’re at it.  If your husband, a builder, were alive now he’d show them where to go.  His firm are crying out for labourers and pay a good wage – why can’t they do that?

They even write filth all over the walls of the bus shelter, it was a nice new shelter until they started coming here a few months ago.




Participant Sheet – Mrs Quinn
Background

Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  

Important:

Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.
	Mrs Quinn
You are responsible for the maintenance of bus shelters for the QBus Company.  These youths have been a headache because you have been getting letters from many people and don’t know what to do about them.  Why don’t the police get an ASBO to stop it?  You have recently had your sub-contracted cleaners and maintenance crew add this shelter to their list for a second visit per week and this costs your company an additional £50 a week.

There is a litter bin near the shelter and the boys basketball skills are lacking because they miss it and the cans are laying around just by the bin.  There is graffiti on the walls, some that says ‘Razr’, and this is a relatively new shelter made of good quality thick cedar – a BS2000 Deluxe no less!  You feel like these are your shelters (sad, but true!)

It’s for passengers to wait for our busses not for people to just spend the time of day in.  Surely there must be somewhere else for them to go…  You are full of ideas about where to go and some don’t even need a bus journey!  You are a positive person and would like something to tell your boss who wants to write to the paper to explain what’s being done.




Participant Sheet – Mrs Diment
Background

Four youths regularly hang around in a wooden bus shelter.  Although police haven’t been called to them there have been many letters of complaint to the Chief Superintendent and letters in the local paper about them.  The letters complain about lack of access for the elderly, broken bottles, foul language, drugs and graffiti. 

Police have regularly stopped and searched the youths, all over 18, and found nothing illegal.  

Important:

Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.
	Mrs Diment
Your house is the one that is behind the bus shelter and looks out upon it.  This is a relatively tidy street and there is the litter that the youth’s leave that makes you cross as it makes you feel your area is untidy.

You have come to speak with the youths although you are frightened of them because you hear such aggressive language coming from them.  Once you heard them shouting the ‘F’ word again and again as loud as they could and laughing about it.

You don’t want to appear to get on at them, as there might be retaliation, but would like to ask them why they stay there of all places.  Why don’t they go down the library or a café or something?  If they were polite and quite it may not be so bad.  These two don’t look like bad lads (one reminds you of your son).  You would like them to move on but would not want them to get into any trouble as they are really just a nuisance.
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