Review of scholarly article or chapter
You will read the article and then write a critical summarisation of it. This should include both a concise summation of the key points or arguments made in the article, highlighting the use of any relevant methodologies or theories, followed by a critical response its overarching premise/conclusion. Discussion which brings in other pertinent scholarship, feeding into any of the points discussed, may garner further marks.
Seland, E. H. 2014. ‘Early Christianity in East Africa and Red Sea/Indian Ocean Commerce’, African Archaeological Review 31.4: 637–647.
[bookmark: _Int_HBoAYAYg]This review will investigate the Article by E. Seland and look into the methodologies and key points. It will then go into a critical response. The main ideas that this article will be arguing is the presence of Christianity in the region of Aksum, and how Seland believes it present before Ezana. “This article argues that Christianity was present in the region before Ezana and that the introduction of Christianity should be situated within the context of early Red Sea/Indian Ocean commerce” (Seland, 639). We are told the Aksumite region is hard to specify; it could be spaced between many modern-day countries in East Africa. The Aksum rulers were one of the firsts to adopt Christianity outside of the Roman Empire, “Christianity was already firmly established and enjoyed substantial imperial support in the Roman Empire but had not yet acquired the position as State religion” (Seland, 639). What Seland is arguing is that Christianity was spread through maritime connections, tradesmen and salesmen may have had a hand in helping spread the word of Christianity. It is mentioned how we cannot speculate on the beliefs of the Aksum region before the gradual introduction of Christianity, we can see how they encounter other communities of different religions through Robin Horton. This article argues that it was a gradual introduction of a new belief system facilitated by the elites. This argument draws on the importance of these tradesmen and the maritime connections throughout the ancient world.  “The case for a connection between trade and religion will be developed by suggesting a model of how the external stimuli of trade and maritime activities might have contributed to the internal process of conversion and modeled by Horton and described by Kaplan” (Seland, 639). 
We are informed by Seland that the earliest evidence of Christianity in the Aksumite region is from the early fifth-century, this statement is backed up with evidence from Church-Historian Rufinus of Aquileia, as he recounts a story, which we are told is relatively plausible as the time periods and other evidence that has been discovered, both in archaeological and literary forms. While Aksum is not directly mentioned in this story, through his knowledge of Greek and Latin authors, he points out that in late antiquity India may be used to refer to multiple places. East Africa being one of them. This narrative is used as a prime example of the introduction of Christianity as the two young boys Aedisus and Frumentius are kidnapped, they become subjects to the King and slowly improve the lives of Christians, he wanted acceptance of this religion and used his influence, so that Christianity had places to flourish. He later is released and became the first Bishop of the Ethiopian Church. Seland likely included this story as strong evidence of the Christian presence in the Aksumite Kingdom, giving us both historical justification and plausible proof of the origins, which strengthens the overall argument. Another argument he makes for this story is the lack of supernatural events, and the possibility of the eyewitnesses still being alive. A letter was mentioned to strengthen Seland’s argument “cited in Apologia ad constantium imperatorem of Aethanasius” (Seland, 640). The proof this letter provides Seland with further drives his point of Christianity and the debates surrounding it in the Aksumite world. “This is in order to make sure that he was theologically acceptable to the new ecclesiastical regime in Constantinople and Alexandria, and the letter voices concern with Frumentius in this respect, as he was appointed bishop of Aksum by the exiled Athanasius” (Seland, 640) within this article we see debates of theology and politics, particularly in this story, we see the dealings of the early conflicts within the Christian church and its introduction. Seland shows us how far Christianity has reached and influenced. The Aksumite kingdom was being affected by theological problems present in other civilizations; through this we can see the formation of the belief system. 
“With regard to Aksum, the lesson that can be inferred from this is that Christianity was not new to the region when Frumentius arrived... The early stages, the religion was primarily associated with people involved in maritime trade” (Seland. 642). This is an extremely important point as it is seemingly the most plausible because of both the political and historical context. It must have already been a presence in the kingdom, and the arrival of these tradesmen and settlers would cement the Christian ideals, Seland has informed us of how these people would bring their religion with them, through these points it becomes more plausible that Christianity was introduced very early on. 
Trade diasporas are brought into the argument and used to justify the introduction of Christianity. These settlements would inevitably introduce their religions as they would want to embrace it and find solace in it within their new world. It was a form of connection for people, “Religion potentially combines open access to the social network for adherents with strong solidarity among members” (Seland, 643). This sociological point made by Seland, Religion is open to everyone and is made to be embraced, which ties in with the idea and the widespread of Christianity amongst the Aksumite people. “The initial introduction of Christianity to the Aksumite kingdom did not come as a result of Church initiatives or missions from the roman empire but as a result of the nodal role that the kingdom played in third to fourth century Indian ocean trade” (Seland, 643)
[bookmark: _Int_nBsjrvG1] We see through this statement that the introduction of this new religion was through people instead of by the elites, and the building of religious buildings. It was done through normal people, only was it later on when Frumentius and Aedisus exposed the elites, did it become a widespread religion. “Modern sociological studies of conversion processes stress that they never happen in a vacuum and by mass conversion, but evolve gradually along social networks” (Seland, 644). The sociological arguments Seland uses from Robin Horton pushes his view of the gradual introduction and acceptance of this new set of beliefs. The trade diaspora created a social infrastructure where religion and many other things could be shared. The role of Frumentius and Ezana cannot be overlooked though, as without them it probably would not have been as widespread. 
[bookmark: _Int_WMkfJevv][bookmark: _Int_0uhitWaj] The methodologies in this article are both textual and archaeological. Seland uses a written story as one of his main arguments, while impossible to know if it is completely accurate. He focuses on the reliability of the other literary findings of that time. So, he explains to us how it is relatively plausible and a reliable source. We see it may not be reliable as it is hard to pin down the exact origins of the story, as he says himself that different languages may be used to refer to places like the Aksumite kingdom, but it also may be referring to a different civilization. Another point made tells us it is hard to pinpoint the exact location of the Aksum region. A review of archaeological evidence is demonstrated through coins and the knowledge of the Red Sea ports being a hub for merchants and maritime trade; he employs sociological theories from Horton to strengthen his methodology to prove that trade diasporas and maritime trading were potentially the main reason Christianity was introduced to this kingdom, rather than through the elites and mass conversion, which as said previously is not a plausible explanation.
[bookmark: _Int_IzdD82Yg]Seland’s article provides a structured and convincing argument of the presence of Christianity in the Aksumite kingdom before Eksana’s reign. It forces you to look past surface level knowledge of the ideals that people just blindly followed their ruler. We are shown a deeper part of the world, a look into the people of this kingdom. They were gradually introduced through maritime connections and human interactions, through things such as trade diasporas. While a convincing argument we must look at how the evidence is more suggestive, we see this through the story of Frumentius, which is the evidence more largely mentioned. Through his over reliance on circumstantial evidence and sociological theories, while making a compelling argument, the lack of archaeological evidence could make his argument more speculative than true. We could see his reference to Horton and his theories less convincing as it is using a modern-day framework rather than an ancient one, so we have no way of knowing if this is accurate to those days. While Seland encourages us to look past the elite-framework, we are used to seeing and telling us that the spreading of religion is through normal people and human connection. While Seland relies on speculative evidence, it encourages a deeper look into his argument. While other authors have similar ideas, like this quote “Christianity did find its way into Aksum at an early date. It is likely that Christian merchants had reached Aksum before the fourth century and had perhaps taken up residence there” (Black, 96). While it does agree with Seland, again it is speculative. 
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