A Post War initiative: The National Health Service.
Dr Ben Duxbury: Social Policy

This paper will look at the post war initiative known as the National Health Service or NHS. It contains a description of its history, the laws and regulations that were applied in the formation of what we now see as the NHS, the impact it has had on society and its relevance to social policy from when it started to the present day. It will interpret how a plan of action to create the NHS came about through social and political changes. Social Policy Awareness in Health and Social Care defines social policy as “The guidelines, principles, legislation and activities that affect the living conditions conducive to good human welfare.”
Greengross, Grant and Collini (1999) remark some form of state-funded health care provision has been available for nearly 400 years. By the 19th-century workhouses were established to house the sick and poor, many were treated by untrained volunteers. For the people not living in the workhouses, voluntary hospitals were being established to care for them, funded by donations from middle and upper-class philanthropists and run by volunteer staff. Developments in diseases were being made, with many of the voluntary hospitals specialising in certain conditions, mainly of the acute nature, this was more economic as patient care was shorter. By 1911, the government rolled out the National Insurance scheme, which gave working people access to a general practitioner, by 1936 half of the population were included. The National Archives (2020) highlights, the Dawson interim report in 1920 presented a proposal for a comprehensive and free National Health Service (NHS). Sturgeon (2013) notes, the second world war as the catalyst to the creation of the (NHS). In 1939 the government formed the Emergency Medical Service to treat all people affected in the bombing raids, this would form the bases of the (NHS). The government instructed Sir William beverage to create a report which goes on to create a broad framework of how the service would be implemented (UK Parliament, 2020) 
The formation of Laws and Legislations in Healthcare came into practice in 1601, this saw the place for 200 years. This Laws purpose was to help the poor who found themselves out of work. Adaptions were made over the years which got changed in 1662 to Settlement Act 1662, Gilbert's act in 1782, Speenhamland system of 1795 and then the passing of the 1834 poor law Amendment act, it was a fair system that was run by local people. Beatrice Webb argued that a new system needed to be put in to place as the Poor Law was outdated (The Nuffield Trust, 2020). Sir William Beveridge’s report was published in December 1942, The Nuffield Trust (2020) suggest that all Medication treatment should be provided, this created the foundations for a welfare system. 1944 A National Health Service is published, which was written by Henry Willink, where he discussed his plan with the Medical professions and Health organisations and local authorities. In 1945 Aneurin Bevan is made Minister for health. In July 1946 The National Health Service Act 1946 is published which was designed to improve Health Service of England and Wales the purpose is to provide a comprehensive service, free at the point of delivery that would be continuously evolving with new laws and legislations. (Historic UK, 2020).
From the Beveridge report the NHS was created. It is a tax funded system offering free healthcare for all. The four principles of the NHS are to meet the needs of everyone. the NHS includes be able to access primary care which is see a doctor or a dentist also to see an optician if needed. Secondary health includes hospitals, referred to see a specialist. Acheson 1998 report looked at health inequality. From his research he concluded that all social classes should have equal access to health. Also, he recommended that families with children and women who were pregnant should be given priority as they are the future generation. Public health in the UK is a part of the NHS which plays a part in preventing infections and the spread of disease. An important role is the immunisation programme for all. (whooping cough, tetanus, polio. Flu). Public health looks at patterns of ill health and mortality rates and health promotions.
[bookmark: _Hlk39094678]Thomas-Symonds (2015) states The National Health Service (NHS) was founded by Welsh labour MP Aneurin Bevan on the 5th July 1948, thus trailblazing how healthcare for the British population would be accessed. Gorsky (2008) and Light (2003) concur the (NHS) was tasked with providing quality healthcare services regardless of the ability of the individual to pay, advocating care would be free at the point of entry. The Nuffield Trust (2020) proposes the birth of the (NHS) ensured healthcare would be provided to everybody, the poor would not be treated punitively for having no money and the wealthy would not be treated advantageously for the opposite reason, thus suggesting healthcare be available to everybody regardless of wealth or status. Sealey (2015) observes world war two changed people’s attitudes to health care, inferring the relevance the war had on society and the changes war wrought, revealed the need for a more indiscriminate system. Jeffreys (1987) is of the opinion the post war consensus came immediately after the second world war due to the major political parties agreeing post war recovery was top of the list of political priorities, therefore primarily changing attitudes to welfare issues. Thompson (2016) declares the relevance of the (NHS) to society is a less precarious life and the opportunity to live longer and healthier.
The application of social policy in health and social care in the years before and following the Second World War has been far reaching in society. If the question was “should social policies exist in health and social care?” the answer would be a resounding “yes”. From the altruism of social reformers like Beatrice Webb, to the extensive Beveridge Report, progress in social policy reshaped how people from all social economic backgrounds could access health care. The conditions in which people live their lives has changed dramatically. As stated by Collini, Grant and Greengross (1999) “For the first time, a UK government assumed responsibility for the provision of a comprehensive preventive and curative service for the whole population.” 






Key
Yellow    Siobhan Mcdonald      The Introduction (100 words)
Green    Kathryn Baker               The History
Red        Donna Evans                 The Laws and Legislations 	
Blue       Siwan Jones                   The Impact
Grey      Beverley Howard          The Relevance
Yellow   Siobhan Mcdonald       The Conclusion (100 words)


















References
Social Policy Awareness in Health and Social Care. Available at www.journals.cambridge.org (Accessed: 8 May 2020) 
Greengross, P., Grant, K. and Collini, E. (1999) The history and development of the UK National Health Service 1948-1999. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08d91e5274a31e000192c/The-history-and-development-of-the-UK-NHS.pdf (Accessed 28th April 2020) co. Ltd.
Sturgeon, D. (2013).’ There and back again: a short history of health service reform in England from 1909-2012’. International Journal of Arts & Sciences, 6(2): pp 19-30.
The National Archives 2020) The poor law and ministry of health. Available at: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/themes/poor-law-ministry-of-health.htm(Accessed 17th April 2020)
UK Parliament (2020) 1942 Beveridge Report Available: at https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/coll-9-health1/health-09/ (Accessed 20th April 2020)
Historic UK (2020) The history and Heritage Accommodation Guide: Available at: www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Birth-of-the-NHS/ (Accessed on 12/04/20.)
The Nuffield Trust (2020) NHS Reform Timeline Available at: www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/health-and-social-care-explained/nhs-reform-timeline (Accessed 10th April 2020)
The Nuffield Trust (2020) Evidence for better Healthcare: Available at: www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/health-and-social-care-explained/nhs-reform-timeline (Accessed on 24/03/20)
(Elenor Langridge,Lisa Bossons,Deborah Boys,Val Michie,Jacky Roe, 2007) 
(Frances Wilson, Mzwandile Mabhala, 2009) (Garland, 2016)
Gorsky, M. (2008) The British National Health Service 1948-2008: A review of the historiography. Oxford Journal of Social History of Medicine. 21(3): pp 437-460.
Jeffreys, K. (1987) British Politics and Social Policy During the Second World War. The Historical Journal. 30(1): pp 123-144. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39152242]Light, D. W. (2003) Universal Health Care: Lessons from The British Experience. American Journal for Public Health. 93(1): pp 25-30.
Sealey, C. (2015) Simplified: Connecting Theory with People’s Lives. United Kingdom: Palgrave. Social Policy
The Nuffield trust (2020) Evidence for better healthcare. Health and Social Care Explained. Available at: https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/health-and-social-care-explained/nhs-reform-timeline (Accessed 7th March 2020).
Thomas-Symonds, N. (2015) NYE: The Political Life of Aneurin Bevan. New York: I. B. Tauris.
Thompson, C. (2016) What impact has the NHS had on Britain since 1948? Available at: http://www.westendatwar.org.uk/page/what_impact_has_the_nhs_had_on_britain_since_1948 (Accessed 30th April 2020).
Collini, E., Grant,K., Greengross, P. (1999) The history and development of the U.K. National Health Service 1948-1999. 2nd Edition. HSRC. 





[bookmark: _Hlk39088176]


[bookmark: _Hlk39087617]


[bookmark: _Hlk39087951]
 

