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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☐	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☒


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
Wales institute of science and art

	4
	Campus:
	Swansea campus


	5
	E-mail address:
	
2320106@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	
+86 13659841962

	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2320106

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Professional Doctorate in Art and Design

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☒
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	How Can We Understand the Existential Struggle of Chinese Youth? Examining the Symbolic and Critical Expressions of Identity Crisis and Cultural Anxiety Through the Spread and Evolution of Core Suffix Aesthetics on Chinese Social Media.

	2
	Proposed start date:
	01/2025
	Proposed end date:
	01/2027

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

This research aims to examine the existential struggles faced by Chinese youth through the lens of emerging aesthetic trends on Chinese social media platforms. Specifically, it will analyze the spread and evolution of "core" suffix aesthetics - stylized visual trends like "millennium-core" or "weird-core" that have gained popularity among young Chinese users on platforms like Douyin (TikTok) and Xiaohongshu (Little Red Book).

The purpose is to gain deeper insight into how these aesthetic movements reflect and shape the identity formation processes and cultural anxieties of Chinese youth. As China undergoes rapid social and economic changes, many young people are grappling with questions of personal and cultural identity. Traditional values and social expectations often clash with more individualistic, globally-influenced aspirations. This research posits that the embrace of niche aesthetic communities online represents a symbolic means for youth to explore, express, and negotiate these complex identity struggles.

By examining the visual styles, linguistic patterns, and community dynamics associated with different "core" aesthetics, this study aims to uncover the underlying psychological, social and cultural factors driving their popularity. It will consider how these trends allow youth to experiment with different identities, find like-minded peers, and articulate critiques or anxieties about mainstream culture. The goal is to move beyond surface-level analysis of youth trends to understand the deeper existential questions and cultural tensions they embody.
This interdisciplinary research will draw on approaches from digital ethnography, visual culture studies, and youth sociology. By bridging these fields, it seeks to develop new frameworks for analyzing the interplay between online aesthetic communities, identity formation, and broader sociocultural shifts in contemporary China. The findings aim to provide valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and others seeking to understand and support Chinese youth as they navigate complex processes of individual and collective identity construction in a rapidly changing society.


	4
	Research Question

The central research question guiding this study is: How do the spread and evolution of "core" suffix aesthetics on Chinese social media platforms reflect and shape the existential struggles, identity crises, and cultural anxieties experienced by contemporary Chinese youth?

This overarching question can be broken down into several sub-questions:

What are the key characteristics and themes of prominent "core" aesthetic movements on Chinese social media, and how have they evolved over time?

How do young Chinese users engage with and adapt these aesthetic trends to express their personal identities, values, and aspirations?

What underlying psychological, social, and cultural factors are driving the popularity of different "core" aesthetics among Chinese youth?

What can the rise of niche aesthetic communities tell us about broader shifts in youth culture, identity formation, and social values in contemporary China?

By addressing these questions, the research aims to develop a nuanced understanding of how online aesthetic communities serve as a lens for examining the complex identity struggles and cultural negotiations of Chinese youth in the digital age. The multi-faceted approach will allow for exploration of both individual-level identity processes and broader sociocultural dynamics.


	5
	Aims of Research Activity

The primary aims of this research activity are:

To document and analyze the emergence, spread, and evolution of prominent "core" suffix aesthetics on Chinese social media platforms, creating a comprehensive mapping of these cultural phenomena.

To uncover the underlying psychological, social, and cultural factors driving Chinese youth's engagement with these aesthetic movements, moving beyond surface-level trend analysis to understand deeper motivations and meanings.

To examine how participation in online aesthetic communities shapes processes of identity formation, self-expression, and peer connection among Chinese youth.

To contribute to broader academic discussions on youth culture, digital ethnography, and identity formation in the age of social media, offering a case study from the Chinese context.

To produce a body of research that bridges disciplinary boundaries, combining perspectives from sociology, anthropology, media studies, and cultural psychology.

To create a foundation for future comparative studies examining similar phenomena in other cultural contexts, contributing to global understanding of youth identity formation in the digital age.


	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

To achieve the aims outlined above, the research will pursue the following specific objectives:

Conduct a comprehensive content analysis of "core" suffix aesthetic trends on major Chinese social media platforms (e.g. Douyin, Xiaohongshu) over a 2-year period, cataloguing visual styles, linguistic patterns, and thematic content.

Carry out in-depth interviews with 50-100 Chinese youth (aged 16-30) who actively engage with different "core" aesthetics, exploring their motivations, experiences, and perceptions.

Develop and administer a large-scale online survey to at least 1000 Chinese youth, gathering quantitative data on engagement with aesthetic trends, identity formation processes, and cultural attitudes.

Conduct virtual ethnographic observations of online communities centered around specific "core" aesthetics, analyzing group dynamics, identity performances, and cultural negotiations.

Analyze platform data and algorithms to understand how technological factors influence the spread and evolution of aesthetic trends.

Produce a series of academic articles and conference presentations sharing the research findings with scholarly audiences across relevant disciplines.

Create accessible summaries and visual representations of key findings for dissemination to policymakers, educators, and the general public.

Conduct comparative analyses with similar phenomena in other cultural contexts, laying the groundwork for future cross-cultural studies.

By pursuing these objectives, the research aims to produce a rich, multi-faceted understanding of how online aesthetic movements reflect and shape the existential struggles and identity formation processes of contemporary Chinese youth.




	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	 This research project will employ a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative techniques to gather comprehensive data on the spread and evolution of "core" suffix aesthetics on Chinese social media and their relationship to youth identity struggles. The following methods will be utilized:

Digital Ethnography

A key component of this research will be immersive digital ethnography conducted across major Chinese social media platforms, primarily focusing on Douyin (TikTok) and Xiaohongshu (Little Red Book). This method will involve:

Creating researcher accounts on these platforms and engaging with "core" aesthetic content over an extended period (minimum 6 months).

Observing and documenting user interactions, content creation patterns, and community dynamics within aesthetic-focused groups and hashtags.

Tracking the evolution of visual styles, linguistic patterns, and thematic content associated with different "core" aesthetics.

Maintaining detailed field notes and capturing screenshots/recordings of relevant content (with appropriate privacy measures).

Content Analysis

A systematic content analysis will be conducted to quantify and categorize the characteristics of "core" aesthetic trends:

Collecting a large sample of posts (minimum 10,000) from each major "core" aesthetic movement identified.

Developing a coding framework to analyze visual elements, textual content, hashtag usage, and user engagement metrics.

Employing both manual coding by trained researchers and automated content analysis tools to process the large dataset.

Conducting longitudinal analysis to track changes in aesthetic trends over a 2-year period.

Semi-Structured Interviews

In-depth interviews will be conducted with Chinese youth who actively engage with "core" aesthetics:
Recruiting 50-100 participants aged 16-25 through a combination of social media outreach and snowball sampling.

Conducting interviews via video call or in person (where possible), lasting approximately 60-90 minutes each.

Using a semi-structured interview guide to explore participants' motivations, experiences, and perceptions related to "core" aesthetics and identity formation.

Recording interviews (with consent) and transcribing them for analysis.

Online Survey

A large-scale quantitative survey will be developed and administered to gather broader data on youth engagement with aesthetic trends:

Designing a comprehensive questionnaire covering demographic information, social media usage, engagement with "core" aesthetics, identity formation processes, and cultural attitudes.

Pilot testing the survey with a small sample (n=50) to refine questions and ensure clarity.

Distributing the survey through Chinese social media platforms and youth-oriented websites, aiming for a minimum of 1000 completed responses.

Employing data cleaning and validation techniques to ensure the quality of survey responses.

Visual Analysis

Given the highly visual nature of "core" aesthetics, specific visual analysis methods will be employed:

Collecting a curated sample of images and videos (minimum 1000) representative of each major aesthetic trend.

Conducting qualitative visual analysis to identify recurring symbols, color schemes, and stylistic elements.

Utilizing computer vision and image recognition tools to quantify visual patterns across large datasets.

Discourse Analysis

To understand the linguistic and narrative aspects of "core" aesthetics:

Collecting textual data from social media posts, comments, and user profiles associated with aesthetic communities.

Applying critical discourse analysis techniques to examine how language is used to construct identities, express values, and negotiate cultural tensions.

Utilizing natural language processing tools to identify key themes, sentiment patterns, and linguistic innovations across large text corpora.

Focus Groups

To gain collective insights and observe group dynamics:

Organizing 5-8 online focus groups with 6-8 participants each, bringing together youth who engage with different "core" aesthetics.

Facilitating guided discussions on topics such as identity expression, cultural influences, and peer dynamics within aesthetic communities.

Recording and transcribing focus group sessions for analysis.

Data Management and Analysis:

All collected data will be securely stored on encrypted drives and backed up regularly.

Qualitative data will be coded and analyzed using software such as NVivo or ATLAS.ti.

Quantitative data will be processed using statistical software like SPSS or R.

A mixed-methods analysis approach will be employed to integrate insights from different data sources.
Ethical Considerations:

Informed consent will be obtained from all direct participants (interviewees, survey respondents, etc.).
For minors (aged 16-17), parental consent will also be obtained.

All data will be anonymized and participants' identities protected.

When collecting publicly available social media data, measures will be taken to protect user privacy and adhere to platform terms of service.

The research protocol will be submitted for approval by the university's ethics committee before data collection begins.

This comprehensive methodological approach aims to capture the complexity of "core" suffix aesthetics and their relationship to youth identity from multiple angles. The combination of digital ethnography, quantitative analysis, and participatory methods will provide a rich dataset for addressing the research questions and objectives.


(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	The research activities for this study on Core Suffix Aesthetic communities in Chinese social media will take place in the following locations:

Online Spaces:

Chinese social media platforms: Bilibili, Douyin (TikTok), Weibo.

Online interview platforms (e.g., Zoom, Tencent Meeting) for conducting remote interviews.

Physical Locations:

The researcher's home office/workspace in China for online research, data analysis, and writing.

Selected cities in China (e.g., Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou) for in-person interviews and fieldwork during a research trip (tentatively planned for a year, subject to travel restrictions).

Academic Institutions:

UWTSD for regular meetings with supervisors, access to library resources, and data analysis.

Potential collaborating universities in China for accessing local resources and conducting interviews (if applicable).

Public Spaces:

Cafes, libraries, or other public venues in China for conducting in-person interviews, as agreed upon with participants.

Virtual Ethnographic Spaces:

Digital environments within the aforementioned social media platforms where Core Suffix Aesthetic communities gather and interact.

The majority of the research will be conducted online due to the digital nature of the subject matter. 

However, the physical locations in China are crucial for gaining in-depth, contextual understanding through face-to-face interactions with participants. All research activities, both online and offline, will be conducted in compliance with ethical guidelines and with respect for participants' privacy and local regulations. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
As a Chinese international student at UWTSD, I will be conducting part of my research in China. I am familiar with the local context, cultural norms, and potential sensitivities. However, I will ensure compliance with both UK and Chinese ethical guidelines. Here are the key considerations:

Local Guidelines and Permissions:

I will adhere to the ethical guidelines set by the Chinese Sociological Association and the Chinese Psychological Society.

For research involving social media platforms, I will comply with each platform's terms of service and research policies (e.g., Bilibili, Douyin, Weibo).

I will seek approval from local universities if I collaborate with them for participant recruitment or resource access.

Specific Ethical Issues in the Chinese Context:

Cultural Sensitivity: I will be mindful of cultural nuances in discussing topics related to identity and social anxiety, ensuring questions are culturally appropriate.

Political Sensitivity: Given the potential for discussions about social issues, I will be cautious to frame questions neutrally and avoid politically sensitive topics.

Data Privacy: China has strict data protection laws. I will ensure compliance with the Personal Information Protection Law of the People's Republic of China, particularly regarding data collection and storage.

Online Research Ethics: I will be transparent about my researcher identity in online communities and obtain informed consent for any direct interactions or data use.

Vulnerabilities of Participants:

Age Considerations: As my research involves youth culture, I will ensure appropriate consent procedures for participants under 18, including parental consent where necessary.

Mental Health Sensitivity: Given the focus on cultural anxiety, I will provide resources for mental health support if participants express distress.

Local Permissions:

I will secure formal approval from the ethics committees of any Chinese institutions I collaborate with (If present and applicable).

Language and Translation:

All research materials, including consent forms and interview questions, will be provided in both English and Chinese to ensure full understanding by participants.

I will carefully translate any data from Chinese to English, ensuring cultural nuances are accurately preserved.

As a native Chinese speaker and someone familiar with both Chinese and UK academic environments, I am well-positioned to navigate these ethical considerations. I will maintain regular communication with my supervisors at UWTSD to ensure my research practices meet both UK and Chinese ethical standards throughout the research process.

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☐

	
	
	YES
	☒

	11
	I will be accessing and analyzing content from Chinese social media platforms that is not entirely in the public domain. Here are the details of how I will gain access to this documentation and ensure compliance with data protection laws:

1. Social Media Platform Access:
   - I will create accounts on Bilibili, Douyin (TikTok), and Weibo to access user-generated content related to Core Suffix Aesthetics.
   - These accounts will be used solely for research purposes, and I will clearly identify myself as a researcher in my profile descriptions.

2. Consent for Non-Public Content:
   - For any content that is not publicly accessible (e.g., private group discussions, direct messages), I will obtain explicit consent from the content creators before collecting or analyzing the data.
   - I will develop a consent form in both Chinese and English, explaining the research purpose and how the data will be used.

3. Compliance with Chinese Data Protection Laws:
   - I will adhere to the Personal Information Protection Law of the People's Republic of China, which came into effect on November 1, 2021.
   - This includes obtaining informed consent for data collection, ensuring data minimization, and protecting the privacy of individuals.

4. Compliance with UK Data Protection Laws:
   - The research will also comply with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.
   - This includes principles of lawfulness, fairness, and transparency in data processing, as well as purpose limitation and data minimization.

5. Data Anonymization and Security:
   - All collected data will be anonymized to protect individual identities.
   - Data will be stored securely on encrypted, password-protected devices and backed up on the university's secure servers.

6. Platform-Specific Policies:
   - I will review and adhere to the specific research policies and terms of service for each social media platform used in the study.
   - If required, I will seek permission from the platforms for academic research purposes.

7. Ethical Approval:
   - This process of accessing and using non-public documentation will be subject to approval by the UWTSD Ethics Committee.
   - I will also seek guidance from my supervisors to ensure all procedures align with university policies and ethical standards.

By following these procedures, I aim to ensure that my access to and use of non-public documentation is ethical, legal, and in accordance with both Chinese and UK data protection laws.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☒
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☒
	☐

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☒
	☐

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☒
	☐

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☒
	☐

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☒
	☐

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☒
	☐

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☒
	☐

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☒
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method: Digital ethnography methods including:

Online participant observation: Immersive engagement within Core Suffix Aesthetic communities on platforms such as Bilibili, Douyin (TikTok), and Weibo to observe real-time interactions, trends, and discussions.

Collection of digital artifacts: Systematic gathering of user-generated content including:

Images and videos showcasing Core Suffix Aesthetics
User comments and discussions related to these aesthetics
Hashtags and trending topics associated with the subculture
User profiles and biographical information (with appropriate anonymization)

Social network analysis of online communities: 

Mapping and analyzing the structure and dynamics of Core Suffix Aesthetic 

communities, including:

Identifying key influencers and content creators
Tracking the spread and evolution of aesthetic trends
Examining patterns of interaction and information flow within the community

Digital discourse analysis: 

Examining the language, symbols, and narratives used within these communities to express identity and cultural anxieties.

Platform-specific data analytics:

 Utilizing built-in analytics tools provided by social media platforms to gather quantitative data on engagement, reach, and demographic information related to Core Suffix Aesthetic content.
These methods will be conducted in compliance with platform terms of service, ethical guidelines, and data protection regulations, ensuring respect for user privacy and informed consent where applicable. 


(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☒
	☐

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	The study expects to involve approximately 100-150 participants in total, distributed as follows:
80-100 active members of Core Suffix Aesthetic communities
10-15 content creators or influencers within these communities
5-10 cultural commentators or critics
5-10 academic experts in relevant fields
This number allows for a diverse range of perspectives while remaining manageable for in-depth qualitative analysis.

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Participants will primarily be Chinese youth aged 18-30 who actively engage with Core Suffix Aesthetic communities on social media platforms such as Bilibili, Douyin (TikTok), and Weibo. This age range captures the primary demographic involved in these online subcultures. Additionally, the study will include:
Content creators who produce Core Suffix Aesthetic-related material
Social media influencers who popularize these aesthetics
Cultural commentators who analyze online trends in China
Academic experts in Chinese youth culture, digital media, and related fields

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Online Community Sampling: Active members will be identified through their participation in relevant online forums, hashtags, and community groups on Chinese social media platforms.
Snowball Sampling: Initial participants will be asked to recommend other potential participants, helping to expand the network of informants.
Purposive Sampling: Content creators and influencers will be selected based on their follower count, engagement rates, and relevance to Core Suffix Aesthetics.
Expert Identification: Cultural commentators and academic experts will be identified through their published works, media appearances, and recommendations from university departments specializing in relevant fields.
Open Call: An open invitation to participate in the study will be posted on relevant social media platforms and academic networks, allowing interested individuals to volunteer.
All potential participants will be screened to ensure they meet the criteria for inclusion in the study, including age, level of engagement with Core Suffix Aesthetics, and willingness to participate in in-depth interviews or focus groups.

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☒

	
	
	No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:

Emotional distress: 

Discussing cultural anxieties and identity issues may evoke emotional responses or discomfort in some participants.

Privacy concerns: 

Sharing personal experiences and opinions on social media platforms may raise privacy issues.

Reputational risk: 

Participants' views on sensitive social issues could potentially impact their online reputation if disclosed.

Digital security:

 Engaging in online research activities may expose participants to potential cyber risks.

Time commitment:

 Participation in interviews or focus groups may require a significant time investment from participants.

Cultural sensitivity:

 Discussions about cultural trends and societal issues may touch on sensitive topics in the Chinese context.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

Emotional distress:

Provide clear information about the nature of discussions in advance.

Offer breaks during interviews and the option to skip questions or withdraw at any time.

Provide contact information for mental health support services.

Privacy concerns:

Use pseudonyms and remove identifying information in all research outputs.

Store data securely on encrypted, password-protected devices.

Obtain explicit consent for use of any direct quotes or specific content.

Reputational risk:

Ensure strict confidentiality and anonymity in reporting research findings.

Allow participants to review and approve any content attributed to them before publication.

Digital security:

Conduct online interactions through secure, encrypted platforms.

Provide guidance on safe online practices to participants.

Avoid collecting unnecessary personal data.
Time commitment:

Clearly communicate expected time commitments upfront.

Offer flexible scheduling options for interviews and focus groups.

Provide compensation for time spent, if appropriate and ethically approved.

Cultural sensitivity:

Consult with local experts to ensure culturally appropriate research methods and questions.

Be aware of and respect cultural norms and political sensitivities in discussions.

Provide culturally sensitive support resources if needed.

Additionally:

Obtain informed consent from all participants, clearly explaining the research purpose, methods, and potential risks.

Regularly review and update risk mitigation strategies throughout the research process.

Maintain open communication with participants, encouraging them to voice any concerns.

Adhere strictly to both UK and Chinese ethical guidelines and data protection laws.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	Informed Consent:

Participants will be clearly informed about the potentially sensitive nature of the research topics before giving consent.

The consent form will explicitly state that if any illegal activities are disclosed, the researcher may be obligated to report this information to the proper authorities.

Interview Protocol:

A detailed interview guide will be developed, carefully framing questions to minimize potential distress.

Participants will be reminded at the beginning of each interview that they can skip any questions they find uncomfortable or end the interview at any time.

Support and Resources:

A list of support services will be provided to all participants, including:

Mental health helplines in China (e.g., Beijing Suicide Research and Prevention Center: 800-810-1117)

Online counseling services (e.g., KnowYourself.cn)

Local community support groups for youth

Debriefing:

After each interview or focus group, participants will be debriefed and given an opportunity to discuss any concerns or discomfort they experienced.

Confidentiality and Anonymity:

Strict confidentiality measures will be in place, with all data anonymized to protect participants' identities.

Participants will be informed that confidentiality may be breached only in cases where there is a legal obligation to report criminal activities or imminent harm.

Researcher Training:

The researcher will undergo training in handling sensitive topics and managing participant distress.
Regular supervision sessions with academic advisors will be scheduled to discuss any ethical concerns that arise during the research process.

Cultural Sensitivity:

A cultural consultant will be engaged to ensure that all research materials and procedures are culturally appropriate and sensitive to the Chinese context.

Reporting Procedure:

A clear protocol will be established for handling disclosures of illegal activities, in consultation with the university's legal department and ethics committee.

This protocol will balance the researcher's ethical obligations with legal requirements and participant confidentiality.

Data Management:

Any sensitive data will be stored securely, with access restricted to essential research personnel only.

A data management plan will be in place to ensure proper handling and eventual destruction of sensitive information.

Ongoing Risk Assessment:

The researcher will continuously assess the emotional state of participants during interactions and be prepared to pause or terminate sessions if signs of distress are observed.

By implementing these procedures, the research aims to create a safe and supportive environment for participants to share their experiences while ensuring ethical and legal compliance. The well-being of participants will remain the highest priority throughout the research process.


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

Emotional distress: 

Prolonged exposure to content related to cultural anxieties and identity crises may affect the investigator's mental well-being.

Digital security risks:

 Extensive online research may expose the investigator to potential cyber threats or privacy breaches.

Cultural misunderstandings: 

As a researcher working across cultures, there's a risk of misinterpreting or misrepresenting cultural nuances.

Reputational risk: 

Engaging with sensitive topics in Chinese social media could potentially impact the investigator's academic or professional reputation.

Conflict of interest:

 The investigator's personal background as a Chinese national studying abroad may influence data interpretation.

Physical safety:

 If conducting in-person interviews in China, there may be risks associated with travel and meeting participants.

Accusation of impropriety: 

Close interaction with young participants online could potentially lead to misunderstandings or accusations of improper conduct.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

Emotional distress:

Schedule regular debriefing sessions with supervisors or a counselor.

Set clear boundaries for work hours and take regular breaks from intense research material.
Engage in self-care activities and maintain a support network.

Digital security risks:

Use a dedicated research device with up-to-date security software.

Employ VPN services when accessing Chinese platforms.

Receive training on cybersecurity best practices.

Cultural misunderstandings:

Regularly consult with cultural experts or local academics.

Maintain a reflexive research journal to critically examine personal biases and interpretations.

Engage in peer review of findings with colleagues familiar with Chinese culture.

Reputational risk:

Clearly communicate the academic nature of the research in all interactions.

Adhere strictly to ethical guidelines and maintain transparency in research methods.

Seek guidance from supervisors on navigating potentially sensitive topics.

Conflict of interest:

Explicitly acknowledge and reflect on personal background in the research methodology.

Implement rigorous data validation techniques, such as member checking and peer review.

Consider involving a co-researcher from a different background for balanced interpretation.

Physical safety:

Develop a detailed safety plan for any field research, including emergency contacts.

Conduct interviews in public or supervised spaces.

Regularly check in with a designated contact during fieldwork.

Accusation of impropriety:

Maintain clear professional boundaries in all interactions with participants.

Conduct online interviews through official university accounts or platforms.

Keep detailed records of all interactions and, where possible, involve a third party in online meetings.

Additionally:

Obtain comprehensive insurance coverage for the duration of the research project.

Regularly review and update risk assessment throughout the research process.

Maintain open communication with supervisors about any concerns or challenges encountered.

Adhere to both UK and Chinese research ethics guidelines and legal requirements.

By implementing these mitigation strategies, the investigator aims to conduct the research safely and ethically, while maintaining personal well-being and professional integrity.


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

Reputational risk: 

The sensitive nature of research on Chinese youth culture and social issues could potentially lead to misinterpretation or controversy, affecting the university's reputation.

Data protection concerns:

 Handling sensitive data from Chinese social media platforms may raise data protection issues under both UK and Chinese laws.

Political sensitivity: 

Research on Chinese social phenomena might be perceived as politically sensitive, potentially affecting the university's relationships with Chinese institutions.

Ethical concerns: 

Any perceived ethical missteps in researching youth populations could damage the university's standing.

Legal risks:

 Potential legal challenges related to data collection methods or content use from social media platforms.

Financial implications:

 Unforeseen issues in international research could lead to additional costs or loss of funding opportunities.


(this box should expand as you type)
	

Reputational risk:
Develop a clear communication strategy with the university's PR department for handling any media inquiries.

Ensure all published findings are rigorously peer-reviewed and contextually explained.

Emphasize the academic nature and ethical conduct of the research in all external communications.

Data protection concerns:

Strictly adhere to GDPR, UK Data Protection Act 2018, and relevant Chinese data protection laws.

Consult with the university's data protection officer to ensure compliance with all relevant regulations.

Implement robust data anonymization and security measures.

Political sensitivity:

Frame the research in neutral, academic terms, focusing on cultural and social aspects rather than political implications.

Consult with the university's international relations office on appropriate engagement with Chinese institutions.

Be prepared to provide clear, academically-grounded explanations for the research approach and findings.

Ethical concerns:

Obtain full approval from the university's ethics committee before commencing research.

Regularly report to and consult with the ethics committee throughout the research process.

Implement and document stringent ethical protocols, especially regarding informed consent and participant protection.

Legal risks:

Consult with the university's legal department to review all research methods and data collection procedures.

Ensure full compliance with the terms of service of all social media platforms used in the research.

Obtain necessary permissions and licenses for content use where required.

Financial implications:

Develop a detailed research budget with contingency funds for unforeseen circumstances.

Regularly review and report on the financial aspects of the research to relevant university departments.

Explore potential for collaborative funding with partner institutions to distribute financial risk.

Additionally:

Maintain open communication with relevant university departments (International Office, Research Office, Legal Department) throughout the research process.

Provide regular progress reports to supervisors and relevant committees, highlighting any potential risks or concerns.

Participate in university-provided training on research integrity, data protection, and cross-cultural research.

Develop a crisis management plan in collaboration with university officials to address any unforeseen issues promptly.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

Digital carbon footprint:

 Extensive use of online platforms and digital technologies for research may contribute to increased energy consumption and associated carbon emissions.

Electronic waste: 

Potential disposal of electronic devices used for research purposes (e.g., computers, smartphones, storage devices) at the end of their lifecycle.

Travel-related emissions:

 If the research involves travel to China for in-person interviews or fieldwork, this could contribute to carbon emissions from transportation.

Paper waste:

 Potential generation of paper waste from printing research materials, consent forms, or data analysis documents.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

Digital carbon footprint:

Optimize online research activities to minimize unnecessary data transfer and storage.

Use energy-efficient settings on all digital devices used for research.

Consider using green hosting services for any project-related websites or online storage.

Electronic waste:

Prioritize the use of existing university equipment where possible.

Ensure proper recycling of any electronic devices at the end of their useful life, following university and local e-waste guidelines.

Consider donating usable equipment to local schools or charities after securely erasing all data.

Travel-related emissions:

Prioritize remote research methods where possible to minimize travel.

If travel is necessary, choose the most environmentally friendly transportation options available.

Consider carbon offsetting for any unavoidable travel.

Paper waste:

Implement a 'digital-first' approach, minimizing printing and using digital documents wherever possible.

When printing is necessary, use recycled paper and print double-sided.

Ensure proper recycling of any paper waste generated during the research process.

Additionally:

Conduct a brief environmental impact assessment at the start of the project to identify any other potential risks.

Incorporate environmental considerations into the research design, such as discussing environmental themes related to digital culture if they emerge in the data.

Raise awareness among research participants about the environmental impact of digital media consumption, if relevant to the research context.
By implementing these mitigation strategies, the research aims to minimize its environmental impact while acknowledging that even primarily digital research can have environmental implications. This approach demonstrates a commitment to environmental responsibility in academic research practices.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
Immediate post-interview/focus group debriefing:

After each interview or focus group session, participants will be given an opportunity to ask questions, express concerns, or provide additional comments.

The researcher will address any immediate issues or misunderstandings.

Written summary:

Within two weeks of their participation, each participant will receive a brief written summary of their contribution and initial findings.

This summary will be provided in both English and Chinese to ensure full understanding.

Final research summary:

Upon completion of the study, all participants will receive a concise, accessible summary of the overall research findings.

This summary will be distributed via email and will include key insights and potential implications of the research.

Optional follow-up session:

Participants will be offered the opportunity to schedule a brief online follow-up session to discuss the research findings and their experience of participation.

Access to publications:

Participants will be informed about any academic publications resulting from the research and provided with access to these if desired.

All feedback will be provided in a manner that maintains participant confidentiality and anonymity. Informed consent: Potential participants will be informed and consent obtained as follows:

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	Initial contact:

Potential participants will be provided with a detailed information sheet in both English and Chinese, explaining the research purpose, methods, and what participation involves.

This information will be distributed via secure online channels or in person, as appropriate.

Consent form:

A comprehensive consent form will be provided, detailing all aspects of participation, data use, and participant rights.

The form will be available in both English and Chinese to ensure full understanding.

Explanation of rights:

Participants will be clearly informed of their right to withdraw at any time without penalty and their right to refuse to answer any questions.

The voluntary nature of participation will be emphasized.

Data protection information:

Clear information about data storage, use, and protection measures will be provided in accordance with GDPR and Chinese data protection laws.

Opportunity for questions:

Potential participants will be given ample opportunity to ask questions before consenting.
Contact details for the researcher and supervisory team will be provided for any follow-up queries.

Consent recording:

For online participants, consent will be obtained through a secure online form with digital signature capabilities.

For in-person participants, written consent forms will be used.
All consent records will be stored securely in compliance with data protection regulations.

Ongoing consent:

Participants will be reminded of their consent at each stage of data collection, with the option to reaffirm or withdraw consent.

For participants under 18, additional parental/guardian consent will be obtained following similar procedures.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
Pseudonymization:

All participants will be assigned pseudonyms or participant codes in all research outputs.
Any identifying information (e.g., specific locations, unique personal details) will be generalized or removed.

Data anonymization:

Raw data will be anonymized during the transcription and analysis process.
Any direct quotes used in publications will be carefully screened to remove potentially identifying information.

Secure data storage:

All research data will be stored on encrypted, password-protected devices and university-approved secure servers.

Access to raw data will be limited to the researcher and supervisory team.

Confidentiality in group settings:

For focus groups, participants will be asked to respect the confidentiality of others' contributions.
Group data will be reported in aggregate form to prevent individual identification.

Platform-specific anonymity:

When collecting data from social media platforms, usernames and profile information will be anonymized.

Visual data (e.g., profile pictures, videos) will be described rather than reproduced if they could lead to identification.

Limits to confidentiality:

Participants will be informed that confidentiality may be breached if there is disclosure of illegal activities or risk of harm to self or others, as required by law.

Long-term data management:

A clear plan for data retention and destruction will be implemented in line with university policies and data protection laws.

These measures will ensure that participant identities are protected while maintaining the integrity and value of the research data.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☒

	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	The research will involve the collection of personal data as defined by GDPR and DPA. This includes:

Demographic information: 

Age, gender, location (city level), and educational background of participants. This data is necessary to understand the demographic composition of Core Suffix Aesthetic communities and analyze trends across different groups.

Social media usernames and profile information: 

While these will be anonymized in research outputs, they are initially collected to track participation in Core Suffix Aesthetic communities. This data is crucial for understanding user engagement and community dynamics.

User-generated content: 

Text posts, comments, images, and videos created by participants on social media platforms. This content is essential for analyzing the visual and textual elements of Core Suffix Aesthetics and how users express identity and cultural anxieties.

Interview and focus group recordings: 

Audio recordings of interviews and focus groups will be made to ensure accurate transcription and analysis. 

These recordings are considered personal data as they contain participants' voices and potentially identifiable information.

Communication data: Email addresses and potentially phone numbers for contacting participants about the study, arranging interviews, and providing feedback. 

This information is necessary for logistical purposes and maintaining contact with participants throughout the research process.

Behavioral data: Information about participants' online activities, such as frequency of posting, interactions with other users, and engagement with specific aesthetic trends. 

This data is crucial for understanding patterns of participation in Core Suffix Aesthetic communities.

This personal data needs to be collected for the following reasons:

To ensure a representative sample of participants from Core Suffix Aesthetic communities.

To analyze how different demographic factors influence participation in and perception of these aesthetic trends.

To examine the content and context of Core Suffix Aesthetic expressions in detail.

To track the evolution of aesthetic trends and user engagement over time.

To facilitate communication with participants throughout the research process.

To provide rich, qualitative data that allows for in-depth analysis of identity expression and cultural anxieties within these online communities.

All personal data will be handled in strict compliance with GDPR and DPA regulations, including data minimization, secure storage, and appropriate anonymization techniques in research outputs.

Participants will be fully informed about the collection and use of their personal data, and consent will be obtained in accordance with data protection laws.
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☒

	☐


	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	Demographic information: 

Age, gender, location (city level), and educational background of participants. This data is necessary to understand the demographic composition of Core Suffix Aesthetic communities and analyze trends across different groups.

Social media usernames and profile information: 

While these will be anonymized in research outputs, they are initially collected to track participation in Core Suffix Aesthetic communities. This data is crucial for understanding user engagement and community dynamics.

User-generated content: 

Text posts, comments, images, and videos created by participants on social media platforms. This content is essential for analyzing the visual and textual elements of Core Suffix Aesthetics and how users express identity and cultural anxieties.

Interview and focus group recordings: Audio recordings of interviews and focus groups will be made to ensure accurate transcription and analysis. These recordings are considered personal data as they contain participants' voices and potentially identifiable information.

Communication data: Email addresses and potentially phone numbers for contacting participants about the study, arranging interviews, and providing feedback. This information is necessary for logistical purposes and maintaining contact with participants throughout the research process.

Behavioral data: Information about participants' online activities, such as frequency of posting, interactions with other users, and engagement with specific aesthetic trends. This data is crucial for understanding patterns of participation in Core Suffix Aesthetic communities.

This personal data needs to be collected for the following reasons:

To ensure a representative sample of participants from Core Suffix Aesthetic communities.
To analyze how different demographic factors influence participation in and perception of these aesthetic trends.

To examine the content and context of Core Suffix Aesthetic expressions in detail.

To track the evolution of aesthetic trends and user engagement over time.

To facilitate communication with participants throughout the research process.

To provide rich, qualitative data that allows for in-depth analysis of identity expression and cultural anxieties within these online communities.

All personal data will be handled in strict compliance with GDPR and DPA regulations, including data minimization, secure storage, and appropriate anonymization techniques in research outputs. Participants will be fully informed about the collection and use of their personal data, and consent will be obtained in accordance with data protection laws.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☒
	☐

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☒
	☐

	20
	Data archiving?
	☒
	☐

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	Electronic transfer of data:

All data transfers will be conducted using encrypted channels (e.g., university-approved secure file transfer protocols).

Data will only be transferred to and stored on secure, password-protected devices and university-approved cloud storage systems.

Access to transferred data will be limited to the primary researcher and supervisory team.

Export/import of data outside the UK:

Data collected from Chinese social media platforms will be imported to the UK for analysis.

This transfer will comply with GDPR requirements for international data transfers, including:

a) Ensuring China has adequate data protection measures or using Standard Contractual Clauses.
b) Conducting a data protection impact assessment (DPIA) for the transfer.

Data will be anonymized before transfer where possible.

Participants will be informed about and consent to this international transfer.

Use of data management system:

A secure, GDPR-compliant data management system (e.g., REDCap) will be used to organize and store research data.

Access to this system will be restricted to authorized personnel only, using two-factor authentication.

Regular audits of the system will be conducted to ensure data integrity and security.

Data archiving:

Long-term archiving of anonymized data will be conducted in line with university policies and GDPR requirements.

Data will be archived on a secure, university-approved repository with restricted access.

Personal identifiers will be removed from archived data, with a separate, secure key maintained for any necessary re-identification.

Clear retention periods will be established, after which personal data will be securely destroyed.

Additional measures:

A comprehensive Data Management Plan will be developed and adhered to throughout the research process.

Regular consultations with the university's Data Protection Officer will ensure ongoing compliance with GDPR and DPA (2018).

All research team members will undergo data protection training specific to this project.

Participants will be fully informed about data handling procedures and their rights under GDPR.
A process for handling data subject access requests will be established.

By implementing these measures, the research will ensure compliance with GDPR, DPA (2018), and relevant international data protection laws, maintaining the security and integrity of all collected data while respecting participants' rights and privacy.

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Primary Researcher: The primary researcher (myself) will have full access to all data generated during the research process.

Supervisory Team: 

My academic supervisors at UWTSD will have access to anonymized and summarized data to provide guidance and ensure the research complies with ethical standards.

University Data Protection Officer (DPO): 

The DPO may have access to the data for the purpose of ensuring compliance with GDPR and the Data Protection Act (2018).

Transcription Service (if used): If a third-party transcription service is used for interviews or focus groups, they will have temporary access to audio files, but only under strict confidentiality agreements.

Data Analysis Software Providers: Software such as NVivo (used for qualitative data analysis) may have limited access to anonymized data through cloud-based services, but strict data-processing agreements will be in place.


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Primary Researcher (Custodian): 

I will have primary control over and act as the custodian of all the data collected during the research. I will be responsible for data security, storage, and ethical compliance.

University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD): 

The university will have overarching responsibility for ensuring that data is handled in compliance with institutional policies and GDPR regulations. The university’s IT department may provide technical support but will not have direct access to the data.

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	Data Storage Location: All research data will be stored on UWTSD-approved, encrypted, password-protected cloud storage systems (e.g., OneDrive for Business or UWTSD’s secure servers). 

Physical copies (e.g., consent forms) will be stored in a locked office at the university.
Security Measures:

All electronic data will be encrypted and stored on password-protected devices.

Two-factor authentication will be enabled for all accounts used to access the data.

Physical copies of documents will be securely stored in locked cabinets.

Duration of Storage:

Data will be stored for 5 years following the conclusion of the research to comply with UWTSD's data retention policy and allow for potential future publications.

Anonymization:

All personal identifiers will be removed or anonymized before analysis and storage to protect participant identities.

Data Form:

Data will be stored in various formats, including audio files (from interviews), text files (transcripts and field notes), and analyzed data (in NVivo or similar software).

Archiving:

Anonymized data will be archived in a secure, university-approved repository. Archiving will allow future researchers to access anonymized datasets while maintaining participant confidentiality.
Why Archive?:

Archiving will ensure that the research contributes to the academic community and allows for potential future analysis while adhering to ethical guidelines.

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
Yes, anonymized data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository.

This will allow the university to maintain a record of the research and provide access to anonymized data for future academic use, in line with UWTSD’s Open Access policies.

Before submission, all personal identifiers will be thoroughly anonymized to ensure GDPR compliance and protect participant confidentiality.

The use of the UWTSD Research Data Repository will also ensure that my research is preserved in a secure, long-term storage system that complies with institutional policies and ethical guidelines.

These responses ensure that all aspects of data access, control, storage, and archiving are compliant with ethical and legal standards, including GDPR, the Data Protection Act (2018), and UWTSD policies.


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Guobin Su
	Date:2024-12-26




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



April 2022`	1	PG2 Ethical Approval Form
image1.jpeg
S ] Prifysgol Cymru
N{ ¥ Drindod Dew Sant

2" University of Wales
Trinity Baint David




