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The following report will look at the role of An Environmental Health Practitioner (EHP). An EHP is a professional who protects public health by reducing environmental risks. This role was selected because it plays an important part in disease prevention and community wellbeing. Additionally, environmental health practitioners help to ensure safe food, healthy housing conditions, clean environments, and compliance with health, and safety regulations. The role is important because environmental factors can have a major impact on the health, and quality of life of the people. The report will describe the duties, and responsibilities of an Environmental Health Practitioner, evaluate three essential skills required for the role, along with discuss strategies that can be used for the improvement of these skills. 
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Duties and Responsibilities 
An Environmental Health Practitioner (EHP) is a person who protects public health by controlling environmental hazards. The job is vital in health and social care as it contributes to living conditions for people to be safe and healthy. Environmental Health Practitioners conduct inspections on food premises, investigate complaints of pollution, inspect housing premises, and carry out health and safety inspections on work premises. They also inform the public and businesses of health regulations. Stewart et al. (2023) suggested that environmental health practitioners are roles where their job is to minimise risks that can impact on public health and wellbeing.
Most Important Duty and skills needed for the role
The most important responsibility of an Environmental Health Practitioner is to prevent health issues, before they even arise. This includes recognition of environmental risks and measures to mitigate risk. This includes inspecting food hygiene practice and ensuring safe housing conditions. For example, according to the World Health Organization (date), environmental health is concerned with minimising the risk of disease, by controlling environmental factors that may impact health. There are several skills that are necessary for this position. Interpersonal communication skills are required to share information and give guidance to the community (O'Toole, 2024). Practitioners are able to use problem solving skills to research problems and propose appropriate solutions. Care must also be taken in conducting inspections and hazard identification. These skills are relevant to good decision making and play an important role in safeguarding people and communities against environmental health hazards for EHPs.
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Three Most Important Skills and Why They Were Chosen 
Communication, problem solving and attention to detail are three significant skills an Environmental Health Practitioner should have. The skills have been selected as those that are required to complete the core work activities of the job. Tan et al. (2023) noted that environmental health practitioners need to have communication skills as they interact with members of the public, business owners, local authorities and other professionals on a regular basis. They are responsible for giving information about health rules and guidance on meeting legal requirements. Therefore, good communication helps to meet environmental health standards. Problem solving skills (2025) are also relevant as Environmental Health Practitioners may engage in environmental problem solving and finding solutions. If members of the public are concerned about noise from a factory, the practitioner should seek to find the source of the noise and suggest ways of reducing the issue. Careful analysis and decision making is required.
The ability to pay attention to detail is also important. Environmental Health Practitioners carry out inspections of food premises, homes, and workplaces. A few symptoms may be serious health problems. For instance, if a food hygiene inspection were to take place, it may be found that the food is not being stored properly and could lead to food poisoning. It is important to recognise the environmental risks that can cause diseases and pose a threat to public health.
How These Skills Help Staff Perform Their Jobs Better 
These skills enable Environmental Health Practitioners to effectively carry out their duties and enhance the quality of service they deliver. They develop their communication skills to enable them to offer clear advice and establish positive relationships with the public and businesses. Problem-solving skills are used to solve complaints and come up with solutions to environmental problems (Yeh et al., 2022). To ensure accurate inspections and early identification of potential hazards, attention must be paid to detail. The skills are associated with safe decision making and effective public health protection. Other careers that also require these skills include nurses, carers and support workers as they all contribute to keeping service users safe, good and positive outcomes.
Impact of Lacking These Skills 
These competencies are essential for the Environmental Health Practitioner to solve key hazards, make wrong choices, or not be able to convey health messages effectively. This may result in food safety related incidents, environmental risks, legal problems, and loss of public confidence. This can have a detrimental impact on the health and safety of the community.
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Three useful strategies help improve the skills of an Environmental Health Practitioner 
Communication Training 
Workshops and professional courses help to improve speaking, listening, and report-writing skills (Russell et al., 2024). These competencies are useful for communicating health regulations to the public and businesses.
Case Study Analysis and Practical Experience
Reviewing real environmental health cases and participating in practical activities helps develop problem-solving skills (Alkair et al., 2023). This enhances the capacity to investigate complaints and come up with solutions. how
Regular inspections and reflective learning 
Regular practice with inspection helps develop attention to detail. Reflective learning enables professionals to reflect on their work, highlight errors and enhance their performance for the next inspection.
How the Strategies Work
There are several strategies that can be used to promote the key skills for the Environmental Health Practitioner role. Communication training helps to explain health rules, offer guidance and communicate with the public (Nan et al., 2022). Communication training is useful for good professional practice and good relationship with the public. For instance, during a food hygiene inspection, an Environmental Health Practitioner can communicate with a restaurant owner by using better communication skills to clearly explain the requirements for food hygiene.
Use of the case study analysis helps to develop problem-solving skills by enabling practitioners to look at real-life environmental health scenarios and find solutions. This approach aids in the development of analytical thinking and decision-making skills. For example, when looking at a noise pollution case, a practitioner can see how to have an investigation and what should be done. There is the need for hands-on learning for practising the environmental health.
Regular inspection practice improves attention to detail because practitioners repeatedly observe and assess environmental conditions. This helps them identify hazards that could otherwise be missed. For instance, during a property inspection, it is possible to note if there is a problem with the ventilation or mould in the home which may impact on the health of the residents.
Why They Were Chosen
The selected strategies were selected because they directly enhance communication, problem solving, and attention to detail, all of which are key skills in effectively performing the Environmental Health Practitioner role and ensure protection of public health.
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[bookmark: _Toc232103654][bookmark: _Toc228861929][bookmark: _Toc228861972][bookmark: _Toc228862235]Environmental Health Practitioners are a key role player in safeguarding public health and in maintaining safe living environments. This report outlined the role duties of responsibilities and also its importance in the health services and social care industry. In addition, it looked at three fundamental skills that are needed for the job: communication, problem-solving, and attention to detail. The report outlined the importance of these skills and described communication training, analysing case studies and frequent inspection practice as appropriate means of enhancing these skills. Therefore, fostering good professional practice helps to make communities safer, improve wellbeing and promotes quality public health protection.
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