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[bookmark: _Toc242794976]Background and Rationale
Dental anxiety may influence children's cooperation, dental attendance, and oral health (Ramesh et al., 2024). The 6-12 age range can be nervous due to their previous dental history; they are a vital aspect of dental practice in the UK (Petkova-Ninova et al., 2025). Dental anxiety may reduce attendance rates and explain cooperation and preventive dental care rates among UK children. There is no systematic conclusion on the factors that influence dental anxiety in children aged 6-12 in the UK, which is why evidence mapping is necessary in the current literature. This study will examine a consistent body of evidence, discuss common problems, determine inconsistencies in findings, and find gaps.
[bookmark: _Toc242794977]Research Aim and Objectives
Aim: This scoping review will aim to map peer-reviewed literature regarding factors affecting dental anxiety in children aged 6- 12 years accessing dental services and to determine the most frequently reported themes in the literature.
Objectives:
1. To identify and elaborate on the factors related to dental anxiety in children aged 6-12 who attend dental health services.
2. To identify and group common themes reported in the available evidence on dental anxiety among this age group.
3. To identify the gaps in the evidence available and what implications the findings might have for UK dental practice and future research.
[bookmark: _Toc242794978]Methodology
Scoping Review Framework
A scoping review approach will be included in this study; the titles and abstracts will be screened, the texts will be read, data will be extracted, synthesised and organised, and the themes will be developed (Arksey, and O'malley, 2005).
Research Question
What factors influencing dental anxiety among children aged 6–12 attending dental services are reported in the existing peer-reviewed literature, and what key themes can be identified from these findings?
[bookmark: _Toc242794979]Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
Table 1: Inclusion and Exclusion table
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[bookmark: _Toc242794980]Data Collection and Analysis
Table 2: Data Collection and Analysis
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[bookmark: _Toc242794981]Expected Outcomes
The review will map the factors reported, highlight key themes and gaps in the evidence, and guide subsequent research and age-specific dental services. It will also outline additional areas where further research is needed that may decrease dental anxiety or assure better results.
[bookmark: _Toc242794982]Ethical Considerations
The secondary review carries a low level of risk because no subjects or personal information are used. Ethical practice will guarantee transparency in reporting, valid findings, proper source recognition, assessment of opposing evidence, minimisation of bias, and discouragement of plagiarism (Bell and Waters, 2018).
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Inclusion The English-language articles published in the past years (2024-
2026) and dealing with dental anxiety or dental fear in children 6-
12 years old who are provided with dental treatment are of
interest.

Exclusion Non-peer-reviewed, non-English and non-accessible_arficles;

articles in which the age range does not represent the focus of the
study; articles without dental anxiety as one of the topics and
related factors.
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Search Strategy

Using the assistance of relevant keywords like “dental
anxiety’, “dental fear’, “children’, “child™", “aged 6-12" and
Boolean operators like AND and OR, articles will be filtered
based on eligibility. It includes searching articles on PubMed,
MEDLINE, CINAHL and Google Scholar.

Analysis

in this research, themafic analysis i incorporated, which
generates codes and develops themes (Aveyard, 2023). The
eligible studies will undergo repetitive reads, relevant
findings will be coded, and categories will be formulated into
themes. Contradictions between themes and findings of the
study will be verified, and decisions should be documented
to ensure transparency and minimise bias.





