	
	
	




Assess the Traditional Sami Belief of Nature and How This Belief Has Influenced Their Activism Against the Current Climate Crisis.
[bookmark: _Int_FJaFoJWN] The Sami are the only recognised Indigenous people in Europe, previously known as ‘Lapps,’ a name that they now consider derogatory. According to the Samer, Sweden’s National Sami Information Centre, their population is estimated to number “50-65,000 in Norway, 20-40,000 in Sweden, around 8,000 in Finland and 2,000 in Russia” (Gouverneur, 2017) and today, “20,000 Sami in Norway speak one of its three Finno-Ugric dialects” (Helander-Renvall, n.d.). The Sami were categorised under Finnish constitution in 1995 as “a person who identifies as Sami and who is either a native Sami-speaker or has at least one parent or grandparent who learnt Sami as a first language” (Jamet, 2021).
Traditionally, the Sami would sustain themselves by fishing, herding livestock, hunting, and herding reindeer. Around “26000 Sami people in Norway make their living from reindeer herding” (Northern Norway, n.d.) and reindeer herding became such a key part of Sami culture that the majority of Norway was once used for rearing reindeer. Today, much of the Sami have moved away from traditional Sami areas and are employed in mainstream society instead, earning their living in the modern service sector and virtually nobody continues to still live a completely orthodox Sami life. 
[bookmark: _Int_axxgw8UE]Traditional Sami belief is animistic, with the Sami believing that everything in nature possesses a soul. The environment plays a huge part in Sami life as “in order to survive in their harsh environment, the Sami needed and still need to understand the superhuman order that regulates their environment and to adjust their behaviour accordingly” (Pinto-Guillaume, 2017). The Sami have always been immensely vulnerable in the face of global warming but now they are facing bigger threats than ever, with climate change posing a huge risk to their survival and culture.
 Modern day Sami people continue to express their concerns for the climate. An example of this is shown through their fight against a Bill Gates funded geoengineering project planned to be carried out over their land. The right of Indigenous people to make their own decisions about what happens on or over their homelands is an especially important principle of the Sami, demonstrated through their solidarity with Sioux nation activists who were protesting the Black Rock pipeline at Standing Rock and families across the world, who took the European Union to court for their carelessness regarding the effects of climate change. 
[bookmark: _Hlk105367938]This essay will identify the prominent ideologies of traditional Sami beliefs by exploring animistic values and applying them to the Sami people and their response to the climate crisis in the 21st century and answer the question of how traditional Sami beliefs view the environment and how is this related to modern environmental activism. This will corroborate the idea that traditional beliefs of the Sami provide a framework for their recent climate crisis activism.
The Sami homelands, known as ‘Sapmi’ stretch across Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Russia. Sapmi and the environment are very much intertwined with Sami cultural identity. Inari, Finland’s largest municipality is known as “the capital of Sami culture” (Catalan, 2019). Inari is a small, classical village that has now become a popular tourist destination due to its “authentic handicrafts and artisan shops, genuine small village feel, and astonishing surrounding nature make Inari an intriguing and interesting place to visit year-round" (Inari Saariselka, n.d.). Although traditional Sami culture is much more than just handicrafts and artisan shops.
The Sami worldview considers nature to be intertwined with and an extremely important aspect of their culture. Sapmi plays an incredibly significant role in Sami life. Without the winter conditions of Sapmi, the Sami would not be able to sustain themselves or their reindeer, this explains why there is 360 words for snow in the Sami language. For the Sami reindeer herder Johan Turi, the “lands are so beautiful that they laugh. And when people are sad all land, all stones, and trees cry with them” (Helander-Renvall, 2009). The personification of Sapmi used by Turi demonstrates the admiration and respect that the Sami hold for their land and nature. The Sami believe the land holds a soul, and therefore must be treated in such a way that a human being would be treated. The pre-Christian Sami belief practices animism and the belief in ‘the personhood of many beings with whom humans share this world’ (Harvey, 2006). Without nature and the resources that it supplies, the Sami would not be able to hunt, fish or herd their reindeer, which are all focal points of Sami culture, especially in the 21st century, where attempting to preserve traditional Sami culture is becoming more difficult than ever.
[bookmark: _Int_vwBO9ahK]One of the main challenges that the Sami are facing today is the effects of climate change. The Sami are experiencing severe changes in their northern habitats and homelands which is affecting their way of life. According to the UN’s climate panel, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, “global warming up until now has been around 0.7°C over the last 100 years. Warming has occurred almost twice as fast during the last 50 years compared with the 100-year period as a whole, and it is extremely likely that this has mostly been caused by human activity. It is very likely that, compared with 1990, the average global temperature will increase by a further 1.8–4.0°C by the end of this century” (Climate Change Post, 2022). This should be a problem for everyone and everything that inhabits our Earth, however global warming is currently not affecting other hemispheres quite like it is affecting Sapmi and without Sapmis’ arctic conditions, the culture of the reindeer herders cannot survive. 
Klemetti Näkkäläjärvi, a Sami cultural anthropologist and linguist at the University of Lapland states: “I have always lived in Sapmi and have lived the Sami way of life. I have also studied Sami culture extensively, and I see the changes every day” and that “climate change mitigation and adaptation are a question of human rights for Indigenous people” (WWF, 2019). As a witness to the climate crisis in Sapmi, Näkkäläjärvi explains the current threat to the Sami way of life. He explains that firstly, global warning threatens to defunct Sami culture as now, the unpredictable weather in Sapmi has not only disrupted the reindeer by causing issues with migration over thin ice, but it has also led to many fatal accidents in the Sami community. With the potential danger threatening perhaps one of the Sami’s biggest cultural traditions – reindeer herding, some Sami have now introduced modern technologies, which tweaks and alters the traditional Sami culture, making it almost impossible to preserve. Näkkäläjärvi believes that this loss will lead to a shift in Sami people deciding to speak Finnish rather than their native Uralic languages. He predicts that eventually, this will lead to the ruination of the entirety of the Sami way of life. 
Traditional Sami religious beliefs have led to the Sami feeling compelled to take a stance against the climate crisis or scientific proposals that could potentially threaten their environment. Maxida Märak, a Sami activist and artist says “I am a Sami activist mainly because I have no choice. I feel a huge responsibility to use [my] voice for my people and the important issues that we struggle with” (Environmental Justice Foundation, 2019). On February 7th 2020, the Sami council became aware that researchers from Harvard University were intending to carry out geoengineering trials over the lands of Sapmi. This created numerous amounts of worries within the Sami community. Interfering with the natural world goes against the animistic principles of the traditional Sami world view, which enunciates that human beings should, as Asa Larsson Blind, the Sami Council Vice president states “live and adapt to nature” (Dunleavy, 2021). For the Sami, the climate crisis is a direct result of human intervention.
The geoengineering project which costs $4.5 million, was funded by the fourth richest person in the world, Bill Gates, who planned to reduce the rate of global warming by blocking solar radiation reaching the planet. To do this, particles would be released into the air of Kiruna, a part of Sampi, in an attempt to create a global cooling affect. This proposal was intended to go ahead in June of that year, however, due to the lack of information given to the Sami by researchers, and the Sami worldview that nature should remain unchanged and untouched, the Sami objected. The Sami council expressed the concerns by writing letters to the Swedish Space Corporation, Harvard researchers, and their external advisory committee. The letters were co-signed by the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation and the experiment was postponed until communications between the Sami people and the researchers could be arranged. 
The Sami have a good basis to be concerned about the geoengineering project. Scientific scholars say that “the risks of solar geoengineering are poorly understood and can never be fully known. Impacts vary across regions and there are uncertainties about the effects on weather patterns, agriculture, ant the provision of basic needs of food and water” (Vetter, 2022). The Sami people’s disquietude is recognised by Frank Biermann, a professor at Utrecht University who claims that “solar engineering is not necessary. Neither is it desirable, ethical, or politically governable” (Vetter, 2022) however, by shutting down the proposal, the Sami may be risking a starting solution to global warming, which may be urgently needed in the future due to the rapid pace threat of the climate crisis. Engineer at Cornell University, Douglas Macmartin seems to support geoengineering with the belief that the arctic could be cooled down and preserved but acknowledges that the key issue with the project is not the question of whether it could be done, but more about if it should be done. 
 Harvard researchers have tried to put forward the advantages of the experiment and argue that the project is inspired by nature itself and that they are working with the natural world than against it by pointing out that “volcanic eruptions eject ash into the atmosphere with the same outcome. Indeed the 1991 eruption of Mount Pinatubo, in the Philippines, is said to have lowered global temperatures by 0.5 degrees Celsius” (Mcgwin, 2021). The Sami continue to maintain their standpoint on geoengineering by voicing their concerns for the climate and the threat posed to Indigenous people. The Sami say that “there are no others that can transform Indigenous knowledge into needed action other than Indigenous people themselves. Indigenous peoples can play a key role in contributing to the needed transformation. For us to do that, we need to be part of the discussion” (Dunleavy, 2021). The SCoPEx advisory committee agrees that there should be more communication and involvement with different Indigenous groups around the world such as the Sami in the future. 
However, despite the fight that the Sami put up against the interference of human beings in nature, in 2018, the Sami youth and vulnerable families came together with only one intention - to fight for their futures. The Saminuorra (the Sami youth), alongside 212,00 people around the world, signed an open letter of solidarity, which planned to take the European Union to court. The open letter declared that whoever signed it was in an agreement that something needed to be done to protect and thus, preserve Indigenous culture, land, and livelihoods in the face of the climate crisis. There is a particular worry for the effect on future generations. Each family, despite their different ways of life share the same fear that their culture will one day, cease to exist. Petru Vlad, a shepherd from Romania explained this fear, stating “I wish my children had a future right here on the earth where we are standing now, on our ancestors’ land. I do not want them to leave, as I did, for foreign countries to look for work” (People’s Climate Case, 2018).
The case became known as the ‘People’s Climate Case.’ The plaintiffs of the People’s Climate Case were made up of ten families who reside in Portugal, France, Italy, Romania, Germany, Fiji, Kenya, and Sampi. Each family face extreme risks when it comes to global warming and the climate crisis. They rely on their environment in order to preserve their culture. This means that, just like the Sami people, even the slightest change to their land can have devastating consequences for each of the families. Sofia Olivieria, a young Portuguese girl, aged 16, who was involved in the lawsuit against the European court of human rights explained her concerns by voicing how climate change poses a threat to her family and their livelihoods, she said “here in Portugal the effects of climate change are increasingly visible: heatwaves that cause shortages and affect food production, violent wildfires that give us anxiety” (Taylor et al, 2021). 
Dishearteningly, the trial was dismissed, despite it not receiving a hearing. The reason for the dismissal was because the court felt that they could not come to a ruling. The court were afraid that if they did, this would spark further environmental trials attempting to challenge the European Union, however the court case organised by the Sami youth was just the first step in the fight for the preservation of Indigenous culture. 
Swedish environmental activist, Greta Tintin Eleonora Ernman Thunberg, often referred to as “the Joan of Arc of Climate Change” (Rochell, 2022) has been increasingly present within the fight against the climate crisis since 2018. Thunberg has shown great concern for the environment and the lives of the future generation. Thunberg became an influential climate change protester, with a current net worth of approximately 1 million dollars after she protested outside the Swedish parliament, in an attempt to pressure the Swedish government in to meeting carbon emission targets.
Thunberg has excellent communications with the Sami and their youth. She has played an active role in the fight for Sami rights and as a youth herself during the time of the court case and protest of the Sami, Thunberg understood the need for change. Thunberg, along with her peers from ‘Fridays for Future’ which is global climate strike movement started by Thunberg in August 2018 and organised by youths today, joined the Sami in their fight against the European Union and its’ weak 2030 climate target. She asserts that “the solutions to the climate crisis must contain the knowledge and wisdom of indigenous peoples. We have much to learn from those who live by and through nature and have done so for thousands of years. We stand in solidarity with your struggles, for they are also our struggles” (Climate Action Network Europe, 2020).
Thunberg’s support was further exemplified after she donated 30,000 euros that she had received from the Finnish moving services firm ‘Niemi Services Ltd’ to the Finnish Sami Youth organisation. In a video message Thunberg announced that she was “extremely honoured to receive the maailmanmuuttaja award” and “extremely happy that the money is going to the Finnish organisation Sami Youth and supporting them in their work” (Yle News, 2022). Not only has her financial contribution had a great impact for the Sami youth, it also casted light upon the struggles that Indigenous people are facing. This has helped to globalise the issues of climate change whilst simultaneously educating the modern world on ways to preserve Indigenous cultures.
Despite influences like Thunberg, some still maintain the view that the Sami are not unique to the affects of climate change. It is a fact that the Sami, will be affected by the current climate crisis, however this does not necessarily mean the Sami will lose their culture because of it. According to a study named ‘SAAMI’ conducted by the University of Oulu, the Sami are still more than capable of adapting to the climate crisis and preserving their Indigenous culture. It is claimed that “the Saami are concerned about the preservation and intergenerational transfer of traditional knowledge under the cross-pressures created by climate change, competing forms of land use, economic boundaries, and legislation. Adaptation to climate change constitutes cultural change. It is possible to create ways to support the preservation and intergenerational transfer of traditional Saami knowledge through education and actions by the authorities” (Reindeer Herding, 2020). 
The study also conducted research on how climate change affects Indigenous tribes who reside in the arctic. Researchers argue the same as the European Union. They identify that every arctic Indigenous group faces the challenges that the climate crisis poses on their land, such as rising temperatures which lead to a change in seasonal periods, vegetation, and weather, but even if this seems to be the case and traditional Indigenous knowledge has been debilitated, an adaptation to livelihoods offers a solution to climate change related problems that Indigenous people are facing across each hemisphere in the 21st century. It is believed that Indigenous culture will remain if it is still practiced, regardless of environmental aspects. This view seems to belittle the concerns of Indigenous people in relation to the climate crisis as for the Sami, their land is what fuels their culture, as a Sami reindeer herder, Aslat Simma explains the importance of the environment to the Sami culture by stating ““What is different nowadays is that in short periods of time, you get very cold weather, and then within two hours you have very warm weather, and when it goes so fast – for the animals, the plants, nature –it’s very difficult to adapt to that.” (Environmental Justice Foundation, 2019).
 The SAAMI study was conducted at the Centre for Environmental and Respiratory Health Research (CERH) and involved anthropological field work by interviewing 72 Sami people in-depth to ensure that researchers could obtain first-hand accounts of the Sami way of life before coming to the conclusion that irrespective of the climate crisis, Sami culture can continue to strive and be preserved for future generations to come. The findings of the study were presented in a conference on the 11th of February 2020. Researchers of the SAAMI study has also acknowledged, alongside Harvard University researchers that were involved in the geoengineering trial, that communications between different groups is important for aiding Indigenous groups. From the study, researchers have discussed to introduce 14 proposals “to develop opportunities for the Saami to adapt to climate change in a culturally sustainable manner and to transfer their traditional knowledge from generation to generation” (Reindeer Herding, 2020).
 It is indisputable that the traditional beliefs of the Sami provide a framework for their recent climate crisis activism. In a world that is changing quicker than we, as human beings have ever predicted, the climate crisis threatens us all, globally, regardless of our race, culture, or environment. It is clear to see, however, that some groups around the world have much more of an incentive to worry. As an inhabitant of Earth, naturally we should all want to act as caretakers for the environment, but for the Sami, acting as a caretaker is not just a good deed, but rather a necessity “because of the importance of the environment in various historical native livelihoods and cultures, many indigenous groups have developed a system of knowledge about their ecosystems that they also pass down” (Dowie, 2009). Without the arctic conditions that Sampi offers to the Sami people and their reindeer, the Sami would not be able to express and practice their culture. Each time a new generation of the Sami is introduced into a world that faces an overgrowing climate crisis; a part of their culture has already been stolen from them by the carelessness of mankind. 
The Sami traditional belief in animism evidently plays the biggest role in their activism today, with the Sami fighting for nature to be left untouched and not interfered with, as the natural environment holds its own soul. For the Sami, there is only one way to effectively preserve Indigenous culture, and that is to, as traditional reindeer herder Kenneth Pittja’ puts it “stop chasing something far away, and just start to be” (Environmental Justice Foundation, 2019). Communications on the topic have developed, and the Sami are making successful attempts in preserving their culture, despite a rapid changing society. Hopefully, in the future, communications between scientists, researchers, activist campaigners such as Greta Thunberg and Indigenous groups will continue to strengthen, leading to an overall solution to climate change that is not only effective, but respectful and inclusive of all parties and their cultural beliefs. 
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