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Reflective Paper
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (2017) and the ‘Working together to safeguard children’ (2015)  document define ‘Safeguarding’ as the process which any organisation, which comes into contact with children, must follow to enable a number of things such as, ‘protecting children from any abuse or maltreatment’, ‘preventing harm to children’s health or development’, ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care’ and ‘taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcomes’. 

In preparation for the conference, I reflected on my own work as a learning support assistant is a primary school. In one particular instance, I was required to keep a chronological log of any changes regarding a specific child’s emotional state, physical appearance or any information disclosed, this log was then passed on to the child protection officer and taken to case review.  
I then proceeded to look at the United Nations Convention’s Rights of the Child (no date), focussing on the articles which targeted the child’s well-being, such as ‘Article 27 – the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical,
mental, spiritual, moral and social development.’ At the start of this module I found the assignment difficult to interpret, due to the fact that I have never been involved in an actual case conference before. 
During this module, I have gained a considerable understanding of the process of an initial child protection conference. From previous experiences, I understood that a multi-agency approach is key when working to safeguard children, regularly communicating and passing on the relevant information. As stated in the ‘Working together to safeguard children’ (2017) document
‘No single professional can have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances and, if children and families are to receive the right help at the right time, everyone who comes into contact with them has a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking prompt action’. 
					(Department for Education, 2017: 9).

This is reinforced by Powell and Uppal (2012) who clarify that ‘effective communication and information sharing’ can not only aid the preventions of further problems but it can also assist in ‘early intervention’. 
I additionally looked into the All wales child protection procedures (2008) document where it fully explains the core aims of an initial case conference and even entails details of the different agencies involved. Stating that ‘those invited to conferences should have a significant contribution to make, arising from their professional expertise, their knowledge of the child or family, or both’. I used this information to reason what I would speak about in the case conference – within this document there is also a focus of the initial assessment of the child, prior to the conference – I understood this, from a key person’s point of view, to be a chronological log of events prior to the referral. Providing the panel with enough evidence of the child’s physical and mental state, developmental needs and emotional well-being (Department for Education, 2004). This document additionally clarifies that ‘all reports should distinguish between what is fact, observation, allegation or opinion’. This is essential when carrying out a case conference, providing that all evidence submitted is gathered with an open mind and made from facts not fiction or assumptions on the professional’s behalf. This is reinforced by the All wales child protection procedures (2008) document where the role is described as follows, ‘Education and school personnel will collate and check all relevant records, including school attendance and pastoral information and provide a written report;’.
Furthermore, I decided to speak to my setting’s child protection officer, she was able to give me a brief run through of the things which should be highlighted during an initial case conference. It became clear that the essential aims of any conference are to make sure that the child is out of harm and in is an environment which promotes emotional warmth, stimulation and guidance and boundaries (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 2008). 
From carrying out an extensive amount of research it became clear that, in the scenario provided, the child was not in any physical harm, but at risk of neglect and can be classed as a child in need. Following this procedure, means providing the family support as a whole. This is evident in the All wales child protection procedures 2008, in section 3.13 where it states the initial assessment of a child in need and the specific areas which need to be maintained.
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Regrettably, not being involved in an initial case conference before became quite a barrier to overcome whilst preparing for this assignment. Naturally, I have dealt with disclosures within my work but have never personally been to a conference. This made the method of understanding what was involved in the conference very hard to separate from the fact that I wasn’t aware of the process and felt at a disadvantage. After carrying out some research and watching multiple case conference scenarios and role interviews online (Family Rights Group, 2012 & 2012a). I believe this enabled me to grow in confidence to complete the first element of the assignment.  
During this module, I learnt that throughout the referral process there are separate sections corresponding with different issues or cases when dealing with child protection – theses sections determine the severity of the cases. I was unaware of what the child protection section 47 was before starting this module. I now understand it to be the duty of local authorities such as, schools, social workers and police, to investigate a case. This process should take no longer than 24 hours and a decision of whether the child is in any further action is required (Department for Education, 1989).   
As a direct result of carrying out this module I feel that I am fully prepared and confident to handle a child protection issue, or if I was ever needed to attend a child protection conference. In the future, I plan to further my knowledge and understanding of safeguarding by attending a Level 3 safeguarding training course as well as continue to carry out good practice within my workplace. 
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