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Additional Learning Needs
Module Aims 

· To develop systematic understanding of historical and current theories and practice underlying understanding of and approaches to Additional Learning Needs (ALN).

· To critically analyse the effectiveness and appropriateness of current provision for pupils with ALN, including the skills needed to provide effectively for the needs of pupils with ALN and reflection on the interaction between environment and pupils.

· To enable participants to critically reflect on own experience of a range of possible approaches to support and demonstrate understanding of the inclusion of pupils with ALN.
Module Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this module students will be able to:

1. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the definition of ALN, including the historical developments which have led to current policy and provision and competency in the critical review of research, scholarship and policy relating to ALN

2. evidence critical reflection on their own practice, and that of colleagues, with regard to ALN

3. identify effective practice in providing for pupils with ALN, underpinned by theory and research, including the skills required for effective collaboration amongst professionals.

	 Timetable

	Date
	Session details
	Speakers

	Day 1
26th October, 2018

9.30-3.30

Baglan IT Centre

	Introduction to the module:
handbook/ moodle/ library/ turnitin

Overview of assignment requirements/ marking grids
Setting the scene
Guest Speaker: Cath Tucker (Maes Y Coed) A Special School Perspective
	JTW/ HL/ 
WS/ CT



	Day 2
30th November, 2018
9.30-3.30

Baglan IT Centre

	Working with support staff

Critiquing articles/ Literature reviews

Guest Speaker: TBC
	JM/ JTW/

HL/ WS



	Day 3
15th January, 2018
9.30-3.30

(Schools TBC)


	AM: Learning Visits 
PM: Presentations
	JTW/

HL/ WS



	Day 4

8th February, 2018

9.30-3.30

Baglan IT Centre

	ALNET Act & preparation for ALN reform
ALN Code of practice for Wales

Individual Development Plans

Additional Learning Provision

Good practice

ESTYN guidelines for inspection of ALN

Guest speaker
	JTW/ HL/ WS

	Day 5
15th March, 2018

9.30-3.30

I.Q. University of Wales Trinity Saint David,
Heol Ynys,
Kings Road,
Swansea.
SA1 8EW

	Tutorials
	JTW/ WS


*Please note that there may be changes to the session details as timetables here if guest speakers need to be accommodated.
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	Assignment Brief


	The learning outcomes will be assessed through a coursework portfolio (7,500 word equivalent.)

The assignment is divided into 2 parts as follows:

(For the purpose of the electronic submission you will need to combine the two pieces of work and submit one document only.)

Part 1            A critical analysis of a Journal article
 
2,500 words 
You will critique one article from a choice provided by the module leader.   Make sure you provide the full details of the author/s and title of article and place of publication.  Please hand the article in with your analysis (hard copy only.)
 

Use the following template to analyse the article.
 

 What are the aims and objectives of the research? (if not stated explicitly try and work it/ them out.)
 

 What research questions or hypothesis guide the study? (if not stated explicitly try and work it/them out.)
 

 What is the context of the study?
 

 What is the sample size and type – how selected?  
 

 Ethical issues – are ethical issues identified and explored? Are you satisfied with this aspect of the article?  Why?  Why not?
 

 What was the researcher’s role?  (participant, non-participant, professional researcher, teacher etc)
 

 What data collection methods were used?  What do you consider the strengths and weaknesses of the chosen methods?
 

 Raw data – what raw data was collected?  
 

 Data management – how is the raw data organised for presentation in the article? 
 

 Analysis strategy – how is the data analysed? (Qualitative/ quantitative/ both)
 

 What conclusions does the author come to? Do you think those conclusions are justified?
 

 What are the implications of the findings?
 

 What are the main point(s) of view presented in this article? (what are the author/s looking at, and how are they seeing it?)
 

 Are you convinced by the argument/s? (explain your response)
 

Part 2     Carry out a small scale study evaluating one aspect of SEN 

organization relevant to your role as a SENCO/ ALNCO/ Teacher in the 
context of your school/ setting.
5,000 words

This assignment enables you to select an aspect of SEN organization in your 

school/setting and then to evaluate this practice as well as situate what is 

happening, what you are doing and what you believe and think about your role

in the light of wider school/ setting and LA practices. Ensure that you review

appropriate literature within the study.
Remember this is an evaluative study and does not involve starting or 
carrying out any intervention, new approach or new type of organization. This
is not action research.




Assignment Submission
Assignments should be submitted via Turnitin by 23:59 on Wednesday 10th April 2019. Turnitin will be available for submissions two weeks prior to this date.  There is also a draft turntin submission which you can access to check your turnitin score before you hand in your assignment. It is strongly recommended that you do this. 

You also need to hand – in two hard copies of your assignment to Lesley Morgan (Dylan Thomas Centre, 1 Somerset Place, Swansea SA1 1RR) by NOON the following day Thursday 11th April. Please be advised that you can hand in this work up to one week earlier.

*Please note that your turnitin electronic submission is your official submission. Any late assignments will be penalized.
You are strongly advised to check you have access to your student account at least two weeks before your electronic submission is due. If you do not have access to your student account then you will be unable to submit your assignment electronically. 
* Please ensure that you use the front cover provided at the back of this handbook to preface your assignment. This form will also be made available via Moodle.
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