A Short Roman History Timeline

	Rome's foundation 753BC
	On the 21st of April Romulus founds Rome and becomes the first of seven kings Rome will see.
Rome was named after him.

	Rome 753-510 BC (any major event/personalities?)
	This is known as Rome’s Regal Period. 

	509 BC – The Republic
	The last king is sent away and Rome is now ruled by senators. Rome is now a republican government with a constitution and complex laws. This is also when Rome creates its first treaty with Carthage. 

	494BC secessio plebis
	The Plebeian citizens revolted against the senate and left to the Mons Sacer because the senate failed to provide them with power. The senate gave them power by creating the office of the Tribune of the Plebs.

	471-445 Struggle of the Orders
(major developments?)
	The Valerio-Horatian Laws establish the tribal assemblies. The position of censor is created.

	396 Conquest of Veii
	Rome attacks Veii, an Etruscan town, after a ten-year siege. Roman soldiers also earn their first salary.

	c.390BC Sack of Rome
	Rome is invaded and sacked by the Senones or Guals. They defeated Rome at the Battle of the Allia on July 18th. 

	295 BC Battle of Sentinum
	Rome defeats the Samnites. This was a big deal because the Samnite army was larger than the Roman army, but they were still able to defeat them. 

	287 BC Lex Hortensia
	The Lex Hortensia claims that all laws passed in Rome by the Concilium Plebis apply to all people including that patricians.

	2nd Punic War 
(major events / sources)
	Hannibal crosses through the Ebro river into Spain and attacks Saguntum in 219 BCE. In March 218 BCE Rome declares war on Carthage, starting the Second Punic war. It lasted until the Romans won in 201 BCE when Scipio’s men defeated Hannibal in western Tunisia.

	196 BC end of the 2nd Macedonian War
	The Macedonians surrendered in Greece. They agreed to pay reparations for the war, thus ending the 2nd Macedonian war. 

	146 BC - Carthage and Corinth
	The city of Carthage was seized by the Roman army. The proceeded to burn it to the ground and enslave the people of Carthage. The Romans beat the Achaean League at Corinth.

	133 Tiberius Gracchus, reform programme and his death
	Began a reform program to give the plebs back their land that had been taken from them by wealthy land owners. He set up the Tribune of Plebs. He was later beaten to death by 300 supporters.

	123-121 Gaius Gracchus
	He was a Roman Popularis politician and caused a constitutional crisis. Issued many social reforms for the people against the senate. He made things like capital punishment illegal and set up a system that would keep senators in check. He later committed suicide because he was being hunted down by the same men who murdered his brother before him.

	91-88 "Social War"
	Roman “clients”, or subordinate states to Rome, rebelled against Rome. These clients included the Marsi, the Paelingni, the Picentes, the Hirpini, Pompeii, and many more. It lasted until 88 BC. 

	82-81 BC Sulla, dictator
	Sulla, a Roman general was declared dictator in 82 BC. He was dictator during the struggle between populares and optimates. He led marches on Rome, defeating Marius and revived the dictatorship. He used his power to reform the Roman Constitution.  

	73 – 71 BC Third Servile War
	Gladiators, who had been enslaved in Capua by Lentulus Batiatus, escaped. This war consisted of the last slave rebellions opposing the Roman Republic; the third one specifically targeted the heartland, Italia. 

	63 BC - Cicero, Pompey and Catiline
	Cicero was elected as consul. At the same time, senator Catiline’s plan to overthrow the Republic was exposed to the Senate and the five people who exposed it were executed in prison. Pompey wiped out the last Cicilian pirates and joined in alliance with Crassus and Caesar. 

	59 BC The first triumvirate
	Caesar, Crassus, and Pompey made up the first Triumvirate or college of 3 men. Caesar allied with them to gain power and popularity; they all really hated one another though.

	58 BC Clodius, leges Clodiae
	Leges Clodiae were a series of laws passed by the Plebeian Council under Clodius Pulcher; Clodius was a tribune. He is known as Cicero’s opponent. The Leges Clodiae consisted of 6 laws whose main purpose were to keep those that held power in check. 

	58-50 BC The Gallic Wars
	These were a series of campaigns directed by Julius Caesar against Gallic tribes. Roman victory resulted in them expanding all over Gaul and Rome ended up having thousands of slaves from Gaul. Caesar did this to boost his popularity and to pay off large debts he had. 

	49 BC Rubicon
	Caesar and his army crossed the Rubicon, the boundary between Gaul and Northern Italy, illegally. This sparked the civil war between Caesar and Pompey. 

	44 BC Caesar’s death
	Julius Caesar is stabbed to death on the Ides of March in the Theatre of Pompey by the senate, specifically Marcus Brutus. Because of this, civil war breaks out.

	43-31 2nd Triumvirate
	Mark Antony, Octavian, and Lepidus were the 2nd Triumvirate. It was very different than it was the first time; they created a law, Lex Titia. It gave them an overwhelming amount of power and ranked them above everyone else.

	31 BC – Actium
	Augustus’ forced defeated those of Antony and Cleopatra in the naval battle of Actium on the Ionian Sea. Augustus’ victory allowed him to have total control over Rome and its conquered lands.

	27 BC - an eventful year!
	This is the year that the Roman republic is ‘restored’. Rome is re-founded by Augustus after he ends the Triumvirate in 28. Augustus gives all his power back to the senate, and then on January 16th they give it right back to him.

	AD 9 Battle of the Teutoburg Forest
	Arminius, a Gothic warlord, and his forces ambushed and defeated three groups of Roman soldiers in the Teuraburg Forest, making the Roman border recede back to the Rhine. The commander of the Roman army kills himself. 

	AD 41 Caligula and Claudius
	Caligula is assassinated by Cassius Chaerea. Claudius is appointed emperor by the Praetorian Guard so that Agrippina, Caligula’s sister that plotted to kill him and was exiled, can return to Rome. Claudius restored the Judean monarchy.

	AD 64 Nero and the Great Fire
	Nero sets Rome on fire and blames the Christians for the burning of Rome. This fire caused massive damage to property and killed many people; it raged for six days.

	AD 66 First Jewish-Roman War
	The Jewish people in Judea revolted against the Roman government because of ethnic and religious tensions; it was the first of three revolts. Rome responded by attacking the city, destroying their temple, taking money, and arresting citizens.

	AD 69 Year of four emperors
	Galba was assassinated by the Praetorian Guard, who them appointed Otho as the new Emperor. Following his defeat in the lower Rhine against Vitellius, Otho killed himself. Then the senate appointed Vespasian as emperor. 

	AD70 – focus on Batavi and on Jerusalem
	After many Batavi battles, Cililis and Quintus make peace. Titus, a Roman general, seizes Jerusalem, which at the time was being controlled by Judean rebels, and destroyed the Second Temple.  

	AD79 Pompeii
	Mount Vesuvius erupts, burying the cities Pompeii and Herculaneum in lava and ash. Thousands of people lost their homes and were buried alive by all the hot ash and rock that were ejected by the volcano. 

	AD 101-107 Trajan & his Dacian Wars
	The Dacia Empire was threatening the Romans after defeating several of their forces, so Trajan decided to wage a war to wipe out the threat. The first war began in 101, then after Decebalus broke the treaty in 105, the second war began. In the end, Rome had the overall victory and many Dacians adapted into Roman culture.

	AD 132 Bar Kokhba Revolt
	Bar Kokhba, recognized by his followers as the Messiah, led the Jews in a revolt against Rome in Judea; it is known as the Third Jewish—Roman War. This revolt cut off Roman power in Jerusalem. In the end, there was much depopulation in Judean communities because of death in war and from starvation and disease during this time.

	AD 142 Antonine's Wall
	Constructed at the northern border of Britain, Antonine’s Wall was built to represent how far north the Roman Empire went. It took 12 years to complete and was intended to extend Roman influence and territory.

	AD 165 Antonine's Plague
	A disease, similar to that of smallpox, broke out amongst the Roman Empire. It eventually wiped out nearly five million people.

	AD 193/4 Septimius Severus
	Septimius Severus takes power. He assassinates various senators, seizes much land from Italians and transforms Rome into a militant dictatorship. 

	AD 212 Constitutio Antoniana
	This was an edict that Roman Emperor Caracalla passed; it declared that all free men and women under the Roman Empire were to be counted as a Roman citizenship, also all free women were to be seen as equal to Roman women.

	AD 270-274 Zenobia
	Zenobia, queen of the Palmyrene Empire, invades and conquers Egypt, removes the Roman governor from power. In 272 she appointed her son as emperor and then claimed the title of empress and succeeded from Rome. Rome defeated her in battle, removed her from power, and exiled her to Rome.

	AD 271 Tetricus - Gallic Empire
	After the murder of Victorinus, Tetricus was appointed the emperor of the Gallic Empire and he elects his son to rule alongside him. He faced much pressure from Germanic forces and the Roman Empire. He stepped down from his reign in 274 when they were invaded by the Roman emperor.

	AD 284 Diocletian – emperor and his reform programme
	Son of a Dalmatian slave, Diocletian becomes emperor. He saved Rome from complete collapse through reforms. He reformed a stronger and more united military by re-drawing and organizing the Roman provinces/borders. Economically, he recognized bartering and made stable professions for people to work long-term.  

	AD 293 Tetrarchy
	Tetrarchy is put into action by Diocletian. The tetrarchy allowed each emperor to choose who would be his successor.

	AD 303 Diocletianic Persecution
	Dioclentanic declared his first decree against Christians. He instructed for their places of worship to be destroyed and he removed all Christians that held positions in government and stripped them of their political rights.

	AD 312 Milvian Bridge
	The Battle of the Milvian Bridge was waged between two Roman Emperors Constantine and Maxentius. After his victory, Constantine assumed the role of the sole ruler. On the other hand, Maxentius drowned in the Tiber river during the battle. 

	AD 313 Edict of Milan
	Issued by Constantine and Licinius, the Edict of Milan agreed that all Christians were to be treated with respect in the Roman Empire. It made Christianity legal. 

	AD 325 Council of Nicaea
	A council held by Constantine in Nicaea, the Council of Nicaea established the Nicene creed that claimed that Jesus is equal to God.

	AD 357 Julian, Battle of Strasbourg
	Julian’s army, even though it was out numbered, defeated the Alemanni near Argentoratum, which confirmed Roman control of the land west of the Rhine. 

	AD 380 Edict of Thessalonica
	Theodosius issues the Edict of Thessaloncia, which declares Christianity to be the sole religion of the Roman Empire.

	AD 382 - End of Gothic War
	Theodosius signs a treaty declaring peace with Tervingi or the Visigoths and Greuthungi or the Ostrogoths, ending the Gothic war. 

	AD 410 Rome & Britain
	Rome withdraws from Britain because they did not have any forces to use to protect Britain because all their men were fighting in Italy; by the time they wanted to regain control, it was evident that Rome could no longer hold power in Britain.

	AD 476 Romulus
	Romulus Augustus, the last emperor of the Roman empire, is defeated by Odacer, the German Goth. This was the fall of Ancient Rome and led to the European Dark Ages. 

	AD 538 Hagia Sophia
	Hagia Sophia, meaning Holy Wisdom, is built by the Byzantines as a place of worship. It is famous for its impressive masonry and giant dome ceiling, something that was extremely rare for its time. It was originally used for Greek Orthodoxy, but once the Byzantines were conquered by the Ottomans it became a mosque. 

	AD 527-565 Justinian the Great – emperor
	He becomes emperor of the eastern Roman Empire in 527 and reconquers Italy. Justinian the Great is credited for restoring the empire. He later dies in 565.

	AD 800 Charlemagne – ‘Roman emperor’
	The King of the Franks, Charlemagne, is appointed as Emperor by Pope Leo III. Charlemagne founds the Holy Roman Empire.

	AD 1453 Fall of Constantinople
	The Byzantine Empire falls to the Ottoman Empire when the Turks, lead by Sultan Mehmed II, capture Constantinople which is later renamed Istanbul. 
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