
Gender Stereotypes Expressed by Young Children

This resource provides real examples of gender stereotypes commonly expressed by young children.
Use these examples to spark classroom discussions and promote gender equality.

Toys and Play
• "Dolls are for girls. Boys play with cars."
• "He can’t play with the dolls—he’s a boy."

Sports Ability
• "Boys are naturally better than girls at sport."

Career Associations
• "Nurse is for girls, engineer is for boys."

Appearance and Traits
• Girls say being ‘pretty’ is most important, while boys say being ‘tough’ matters most.

Colors and Clothing
• "Pink is for girls, blue is for boys."

Household Roles
• "Girls cook and clean. Boys fix things."


