	
	
	



Ancient History and its place within the world

[bookmark: _Int_WKHOfUpu]Recorded history begins with accounts of the ancient world, usually around the 4th millennium BCE, coinciding with the invention of writing. Both Mesopotamia and Egypt had written communication within this period, with China and some areas of Mesoamerica having developed it later[footnoteRef:10528]. The Latin alphabet finds its roots traced through Etruscan, Greek, and Phoenician scripts to the North Semitic alphabet used in Syria and Palestine around 1100BCE[footnoteRef:30882]. Though, the earliest written material does not consist of historical accounts, rather, in Sumer, it documents agricultural produce, finances, religion, government, and law. Historical account relied upon memory, developing oral traditions as ways of remembering information. Storytellers relied on their memory to tell great tales of gods and heroes, with the likes of Homer recounting the same poem hundreds of times. In ancient Greece, the goddess Mnemosyne, the goddess of memory, was the mother of the muses, all of whom were goddesses of literature, arts, science, and history.  [10528:  Regulski I. (2014)]  [30882: Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023)] 


[bookmark: _Int_Kay0BH8p][bookmark: _Int_W9bEwYRI][bookmark: _Int_h5QECSB6]The founding work of history in Western culture is said to be Herodotos’ ‘The Histories,’ [footnoteRef:6712]accounting the rise of the Persian Empire and the reasons for and events of the Greco-Persian Wars in the 5th Century BCE. Herodotos writes his account of history during a period currently considered to fall under the umbrella of ancient history, which deals with ‘the history of ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean area and the Near East up to the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476AD.’[footnoteRef:29604] Still, over two thousand years later, The Histories is considered ‘Thrilling’ and ‘Energizing,’ with Herodotos being regarded as ‘the most entertaining of historians’[footnoteRef:18138]. Since the 5th Century BCE, humanity has had a habit of writing down events as they occur, or with those who experience them recounting how they happened, with the purpose of being read later by either by someone familiar or someone from a different place or time entirely. Thucydides recounts the Peloponnesian War, part of which he partook in, and digresses from his main narrative as ‘this is a period that has not been dealt with by previous writers, whose subjects have either been Hellenic history before the Persian Wars or else the Persian Wars themselves.’[footnoteRef:8877] Instead of leaving the subject of Athenian leadership and allies to another writer, though it diverges from the record he is trying to make, Thucydides expands on the subject simply for the ease of the reader, assuming that they have little knowledge on Athenian leadership before the Peloponnesian War. Thucydides makes his writing more accessible to those not living in the same place or time as him. Whether intentional or accidental, it is still valued millennia after it was written, in regions of the world he would never have known.  [6712:  Arnold. J. H. (2000)]  [29604:  Oxford English Dictionary. (2012).]  [18138:  Herodotus, 5th Century BC/2014, vii.]  [8877:  Thucydides, 431BC/1972, p. 92] 

[image: ][footnoteRef:13279] [13279:  Wells, 1921] 


[bookmark: _Int_9x8FIdtc]The humanities are ‘those branches of knowledge that concern themselves with human beings and their culture.’[footnoteRef:30460] Ancient history lends itself to the humanities as it covers ideas of human beings and their culture, written by those human beings, shown by the documentation of wars and events, such as Thucydides and Herodotos, lives of real people, such as Plutarch, their religions and beliefs, such as Hesiod, and their architecture, such as Pausanias. Those considered writers of the classics write about subjects considered within the scope of the humanities. This is fitting, as the modern idea of humanities has its origins in Classical Greek education, preparing young men for active citizenship in the polis. The Renaissance brought the term studia humanitatis, the study of humanities, used to denote scholarly activities, such as grammar, rhetoric, literacy, and poetry. What resides within the humanities has remained the same, but the view of how important those subjects are changes over the centuries; This can be seen in the likes of the British Government moving to make maths a mandatory subject studied until the age of eighteen, even for those with no intention of perusing the subject in life with the intention to ‘grow the economy’[footnoteRef:18462]. [30460:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2023).]  [18462:  Press Release, 2023.] 


[bookmark: _Int_UdqTnkGK][bookmark: _Int_bhxeQ7xh]Ancient history also lends itself to other subjects that are within the scope of the humanities. Many Philosophers lived during what is considered to be ‘ancient times,’ such as Socrates, Aristotle, and Plato. As a subject, ancient history also lends itself to history, simply because history is a continuation of ancient history. After 476AD, history is simply just history, but it is not yet modern history. Instead, there is the Medieval or Post-Classical era, more commonly referred to as the Dark Ages due to the loss of recorded history. It is interesting to see how humanity changes from a golden age of historical record to a stretch with such little written document in comparison that it is considered ‘dark.’ After comes the early modern era, which encompasses the lives of interesting people such as William Shakespeare, Leonardo da Vinci, and Christopher Columbus. Finally comes the modern era, starting in the 19th century and expanding to the present day. Ancient history lends itself to other subjects because it can be considered a starting point, not just for the humanities, but for other subjects as well. 

[bookmark: _Int_ZNHqDi32][bookmark: _Int_iykwoBpW][bookmark: _Int_Q3n8GXzi][bookmark: _Int_gHIsAZwN]Science is considered to be ‘any system of knowledge that is concerned with the physical world and its phenomena and that entails unbiased observations and systematic experimentation.’[footnoteRef:22434] This is contrasted against the humanities, whose focus is on humans themselves, however some subjects, such as Psychology, lie in a grey area between the two, with science being able to point us in the direction of why humans do some things the way they do. Though, science has not always been as definite as this definition. What plays a large part in determining what is a science is the application of the scientific method. Sir Francis Bacon proposed the method in his 1620 treatise Novum Organum and consists ‘in determining the degrees of certainty’[footnoteRef:19883], but other methods have existed and have been found in places such as ancient Egypt. In an Egyptian medical textbook, examination, diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis, are referenced in treatment to disease, with running parallels to the modern scientific method.[footnoteRef:6465] Aristotle also composed a method to continue the advance of knowledge, The Organon. He begins with categories, then interpretation, prior analytics, posterior analytics, topics, and finishes with Sophistical refutations, or deductive reasoning. Today, the scientific method consists of an observation, research, a hypothesis, an experiment, analysis, and a conclusion, similar to all of the previous methods. Even the sciences have their roots in history, with historical documents paving the way for the modern ideas. Sir Francis Bacon proposed his method as a replacement for the method proposed by Aristotle, something which would not have occurred if no written record of Aristotle’s method existed. Historical document allows scientists to improve on methods and research, a cycle that will continue into the future, potentially even when the modern day is considered ’ancient.’  [22434:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. (2023).]  [19883:  Bacon, S. (1620).]  [6465:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. (2016)] 


[bookmark: _Int_PfZtCXC7]Ancient history encompasses a considerable time frame within history and lends itself to several subjects, but where is it going? Another subject ancient history lends itself to is archaeology, ‘the study of human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artefacts and other physical remains.’[footnoteRef:3659] Those pieces of papyrus dating back to ancient Egypt with a method of treating disease had to be found somewhere, by someone. This year alone has led to several excavations and discoveries regarding the ancient period and other periods of history. Notational signs from ~37,000 years ago were found in caves and are the first known protowriting in history[footnoteRef:4060] and research being conducted on human hair that has shown direct evidence of drug use by the inhabitants of Bronze Age Menorca [footnoteRef:24069], are two examples of some of the discoveries made this year. Ancient history is continuously growing as discoveries are made, through excavations, research, and chance.  [3659: Oxford English Dictionary. (2021).]  [4060:  Bacon et al. (2023).]  [24069:  Guerra-Doce et al. (2023)] 

[bookmark: _Int_KZCfnu49][bookmark: _Int_unCokDgG][bookmark: _Int_Yghi5pwM]The subject that is ancient history encompasses a substantial portion of human history, not just regarding the time frame that falls under its definition, but also the places and people too. There is a significant percentage of humans who have existed who existed within this time period, those famous and those not. From huge, well-known names even to those without much of a historical interest, such as Herodotus and Cleopatra, to the everyday labourer, who would likely have given little thought to so far in the future, who may be confused as to why an academic would have such interest in their lives, to the likes of the ancient wonders of the world, some of which such as the pyramids still standing today, ancient history is the discussion of humanity. It fits within the humanities because its basis is humanity. It lends itself to other subjects within the humanities because its basis is humanity. Everything from the people who lived, to the places they lived, the religions they practiced, the education they gave, the morals they had, all fall under the umbrella of ancient history. 
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