Chelsie Ward	ECAD4008
Targets from previous assignment- ECAD4013
	Target 1
	Aim to read a wider selection of both academic and professional lit

	Target 2
	Revise all referencing conventions carefully as to not to become over reliant on text, paraphrase instead

	Target 3
	Link learning and conclusion to QTS standard 











Good teaching and learning:
· Means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching
· Sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest
· Ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience
                                                                    	  (Pedagogy - Hwb (gov.wales)

[bookmark: _Hlk161696656]Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk161518066]In this assignment I will being discussing the three pedagogical principles, the strengths, and areas for development for each principle. As well as talking about the curriculum and Foundation Learning. From reading Successful Futures (2015) I found that Professor Graham Donaldson conducted a fundamental review of the Curriculum and Assessment in Wales from Foundation Phase to key stage 4. From Michael Dauncey (2021) “The Review found significant support amongst teachers and schools for a shift towards organising learning around skills and/or themes.”  Donaldson suggested four purposes to be incorporated in the new curriculum. From the Welsh Government (2022) The new curriculum for Wales was created with teachers involved to meet the needs of young people and children. The four main purposes are Ambitious and Capable learners, Enterprising and Creative, Ethical and Informed Citizens and Healthy and Confident learners. The areas of learning are literacy skills, numeracy skills and digital skills. The six areas of learning and experience are Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Maths and Numeracy and Science and Technology. From Welsh Government (2023) the benefit of the new curriculum is that it gives schools the freedom to create their own curriculum. They are in the best position to comprehend the requirements and situations of each of their students, taking equity of opportunity into account while implementing interventions and support systems or making appropriate modifications. Glasllwch Primary School handbook (2024) goes on that pedagogy principles help learners to develop strong disposition to learning, strong metacognitive skills, critical, creative, problem-solving skills, and highly effective communication skills. The curriculum for Wales sets out what children need to achieve by the end of the school year/phase, their behaviour, knowledge, attitude, and behaviours. It allows teachers to design lessons and assessments to benefit individual students effectively. Foundation Learning encourages children to use their imagination, initiative, to be creative, learning to be more fun and effective. It encourages teaching to be done inside and outside of a classroom. This is now used alongside the curriculum for Wales and overlap each other. 
Means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching 
Employing a blend of approaches would be things such as circle time, independent learning, physical, technology (videos and photos), online, group work, continuous provisions in a classroom.  From One Education (2023) “Teaching methods offer benefits such as improved student engagement, better retention of information, development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and fostering a lifelong love for learning.” By taking a blend of approaches it can incorporate a number of the AoLEs, by doing circle time, it can include communication, reading, counting, iPad to take photos, use a map, take about the community, colours or numbers in different languages. From Quora (2023) the disadvantages of different teaching approaches are that teachers may need more time to prepare lessons, use a range of teaching methods, preparations and planning time for instructions. 
From Future Learn (2021) the six effective teaching methods are online learning, experiential learning, differentiation, blended learning, game-based learning and student-centred learning.  According to this website online learning is using the internet to teach, can be group or individual video call and it allows children who aren’t able to access school to have an education. Experiential learning is based on Kolb’s 1984 theory which are four main stages in the learning cycle. These are Concrete experience (doing something for the first time), Reflective observation (reflecting on their actions), Abstract conceptualisation (plan on what improving going forward) Active Experimentation (Retry their original experience to see if progress has been made and start the cycle again). Differentiation learning is that tailor’s instructions to students’ individual needs. Blended Learning is a mix of face-to-face learning and technology-based learning. Examples of blended learning includes station rotation, flex learning, virtual reality and enriched virtual learning.
Sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest 
In order to develop on children’s knowledge and experience is to ask about their interests, food their like, holidays, sports they do and if there’s anything that would like to learn about. To build on children’s knowledge from NEL (no date) they state “Build on their prior experiences to gain new understanding of themselves and the world. Construct knowledge through their daily experiences, observing, exploring, reflecting, interacting, making decisions, and communicating with peers and teachers about what they are experiencing.  Find out about things on their own and give meaning to the people, places, and objects around them. Make connections and acquire a new level of understanding in their learning through thinking, asking questions and reasoning.” This encourages children to do independent research, to give children opportunities and experiences to learn new skills and about the world around them. To allow teaching to be child-centred, so they can make their own decisions and choices with their learning. 
Personally, I would do a trip where they come back and write about the castle. I would also set up a place where they can draw a castle. They could also read from a book and compare it to the real castle. Group activities watch castle photos/videos and point out the differences and similarities of the castles in the photo/video to the one they saw on the trip.
The assessment for Learning (AFL) from Cambridge Assessment (no date) is a teaching and learning approach which creates feedback to help improve pupil’s performance. To help them become more involved in the learning process and gain confidence. AFL helps pupils to consider where they are now, where they’re going and how to get there. This is done by formative and summative assessment. 
A theorist behind AFL is John Hattie, Structural Learning explains that his theory is a strategy where teachers observe and examine pupil work/data to understand the individual learning needs. They then set targets and objectives for them.  This is to engage them in their learning and to meet the needs of the children. D Royce Sadler theory is from CCSSO (2010) is” to close the gap between the learner’s current status and desired goals.” His theory is for children to work at their own current own level performance and guide them to the next stage. This allows children to progress at their own pace and teachers can work towards their needs. From NSW Government (2018) “Dylan Wiliam has described cognitive load theory as ‘the single most important thing for teachers to know’. Cognitive load theory uses knowledge of the human brain to design teaching strategies that will maximise learning.” The benefit of his theory from The Education Hub (2021) is that cognitive load aids in our understanding of how people normally pick up and retain new information as well as the kinds of teaching strategies that work best for students. To describe how people learn, it makes use of the traits of working memory and long-term memory as well as their interactions. These theorists explain the importance of how assessments, targets and objectives help children to progress with their learning and development. the theories also talk about how different teaching theories can help teachers to plan lessons suitable for children with additional learning needs. Some examples of teacher strategies are blended learning, technology, peer teaching, formative assessment, games, direct instruction, interactive instruction, experiential learning, and independent study. 
Ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience 
The new curriculum has 6 areas of learning these are Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Humanities, Language, Literacy and Communication, Maths and Numeracy, Science and Technology. Each of these areas of learning have statements of what matters as well as principles of progression. The first Area of Learning is Expressive Arts, which incorporates art, dance, drama, music, film and digital media. The second Area of Learning is Health and Well-being, which includes the children’s holistic development, mental health, emotional well-being, social well-being, physical health and development. The third Area of Learning is Humanities, which overlooks geography, history, business studies, social studies, religion, values and ethics. The fourth Area of Learning is Language, Literacy and Communication, which entails their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in English, Welsh and other language. The fifth Area of Learning is Mathematics and Numeracy, which involves problem-solving in real life situations. The sixth Area of Learning is Science and Technology, which draws upon biology, chemistry, computer science, design and technology and physics. I accumulated this information from the Welsh Government Hwb (2024, more own knowledge and understanding of the 6 Areas of Learning. 
The new curriculum encourages cross curricular teaching, which cover multiple Areas of Learning in one lesson. Going back to the castle example, we could discuss the history, geography and religion, language, hight, shapes and sizes of the castle we saw on the trip. Possibly discussing the animals that was among the castle, plants, and flowers. The trip would include a lot of walking to touch upon the health and wellbeing aspect of the Curriculum. As it would be a class trip, this would incorporate their language, social, emotional and communication skills. During the trip we could take photos/ videos that we could later use in activities, such as creative writing, drawing, arts and crafts. Another aspect to encourage cross-curricular learning is the weather, the children could research and predict the weather for the day of the trip, then compare it to how it actual was on the day. From doing this the children would be able to decide what to bring, appropriate clothing and footwear to wear for the trip.
The benefit of cross-curricular learning from Historical Association (2014) is “offers a creative way to develop children's knowledge, skills and understanding while motivating them to learn through stimulating, interconnected topics.” Another benefit of cross-curricular learning from One Step Close (2017) is “cross-curricular makes learning more relevant, building and reinforcing key concepts, providing contexts for using and applying subject-specific skills and concepts, coherence in learning between subjects.” From research and my own knowledge cross-curricular learning is that it gives children based on a theme, keeping things relevant, fun and engaging. 
However, the negatives of cross-curricular learning are from University of Cambridge (2014) is that teachers may be expected to teach outside of their subject knowledge, concepts/content being covered elsewhere, teaching groups, repeating things they might have learned already and feeling like the answers need to have an answer.
The strengths of ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience is that the 6 Areas of Learning are incorporated into one subject/activity. For example, PE can include maths by adding number, language by adding Welsh colours, phonics can be added, balancing, healthy eating, distance and even height. Cross-curricular learning takes a holistic approach and meets the needs of each individual children. An area of development is that instructions can explain what Areas of Learning are included in the task, how each on helps and benefits their learning and development. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, 3 pedagogic principles I have discussed have many strengths and areas of development. Overall, these 3 pedagogic principles can be used together to benefit children’s learning and development. for example, using cross-curricular learning during blended learning can help their understanding when doing a lesson online.  During online learning, virtual tours and talk can be done to impact children’s understanding and knowledge.  The curriculum encourages child-centred teaching, cross-curricular teaching, child lead, include the 4 purposes and to meet children’s individual needs. Observation and assessments are used to see how children are progressing and what targets can be put in place to have them progress to the next step. Play base learning is used in early years, which allows child to choose and lead their learning with little instructions. the classroom could include shops to teach them about money and counting, reading corner, sand area, water area, playdough, house area, dressing up area, cooking area and a maths area. These incorporate cross-curricular teaching, for example the water area can include maths, science, technology, English, language, health, and well-being. By counting, measuring, floating, sinking, numbers, phonics, Welsh words, Welsh numbers, recording, taking photos and their fine motor skills.
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