Decontructing Research Projects Formative Exercise: Article 1
The ‘Missing Link’ Between Science and Show Business: Exhibiting Gorillas and Chimpanzees in Victorian Liverpool 
Scott, Alexander Journal of Victorian Culture, 2019, Vol. XX, No. XX, 1-20 doi: 10.1093/jvcult/vcz015

Scott indicates in the abstract to his article that the main argument he presents is about the interconnection between how gorillas and chimpanzees are displayed in both the entertainment and academic fields in Victorian Liverpool.  To initially develop his hypothesis, the author examines the scholarly work that has already been published by a number of different academics and this enables him to situate his work within the current debates around how museums and universities promulgated problematic theories around racial and anthropological science and which influenced the presentation of such exotic species in a colonial power at that time.  Scott builds upon this existing body of work whilst focusing in detail on a particular animal trader and upon the port of Liverpool in his research.  
After reviewing secondary sources such as books and articles as well as a BBC radio programme indicated in the footnotes, Scott also uses a variety of primary sources which include contemporary Victorian newspaper and magazine articles, books published at the time, letters, photographs, drawings and cemetery records.  Many of these primary sources such as the newspapers and magazines will have given the author a filtered view of what was happening through the nuanced reportage of the time allowing the author to understand what is now seen as racist and colonialist views or indeed the misidentification of some of the animals concerned. The primary sources chosen do not report the voice of those who were voiceless at the time such as the African American Performer, William Henry Johnson, known as ‘The Missing Link’ and therefore subtly acknowledged in the article’s title and who is described in one of the sources.  The sources provide evidence for the hunger amongst the press and academic institutions alike to find this ‘missing link’ and how this furthered ideas of imperialist white supremacy supported by pseudo-scientific claims of the time.
 It is not clear from the footnotes how the primary sources have been accessed, although the attributions underneath the photograph and the magazine illustration suggest that many of the magazine and newspaper articles may have been accessed through online repositories including the Biodiversity Heritage Library and The British Newspaper Archive as well as a New York paper accessed through the City Museum of New York Lost Museum archive.  Another online source indicated is the Liverpool Museum website although the link is now broken as the Liverpool Museum Archives Centre is currently closed.  The correspondence between the trader William Cross and Augustus Pitt-Rivers was also accessed online through the Pitt Rivers Museum/Oxford University Museums website.  The use of the primary sources enables the author to show the prevailing attitudes that intersected the boundaries of entertainment provided for the masses and the universities and museums thus upholding views about racial superiority held at the time and influencing the very way that museums acquired and subsequently displayed their collections.

1. List as many different types of primary source which you can identify in the article.
Newspapers: Illustrated Police News, Liverpool Mercury, New York Tribune, Pall Mall Gazette, The Era, The Times, The Graphic, Manchester Times, Truth: A Weekly Journal
Reports, annals, meeting proceedings
Letters: letter to Preston Guardian, William Cross letter to Pitt Rivers
Contemporary scientific journals: Popular Science Review, Nature
Cemetery Records
Animal purchase records: https://www.classic.circushistory.org/
Magazines: Punch, Beadles Monthly, English Illustrated Magazine, The Wide World Magazine, The Avicultural Magazine, Chums, 
Books: R L Garner Gorillas & Chimpanzees 1896
Images: photograph from Liverpool Museum, illustration in Punch

2. List any archives that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the article.
The British Newspaper Archive https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
The Biodiversity Heritage Library https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
The City Museum of New York Lost Museum Archive https://lostmuseum.cuny.edu/archive/
The Liverpool Museum Archive https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archives-centre/about-archive-centre
The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine Archives: https://www.lstmed.ac.uk/
The University of Liverpool Special Collections: https://libguides.liverpool.ac.uk/library/sca

3. List any online sources that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the article.
In addition to the online archives indicated previously, other primary sources have been possibly accessed as given below:
Toxteth Park Cemetery records: https://toxtethparkcemetery.co.uk/
Letter from Cross to Pitt-Rivers: https://web.prm.ox.ac.uk/rpr/index.html
US Circus history: https://www.classic.circushistory.org/
Project Gutenberg provides online access to books the author may have accessed this way such as A Handbook to the Primates: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/43992/43992-h/43992-h.htm
Magazines such as Beadles Monthly can be found digitised here: https://digital.library.villanova.edu/Item/vudl:293113#?xywh=-1746%2C935%2C4167%2C1224&cv=27


Decontructing Research Projects Formative Exercise: Article 2
Harriett R Webster, 'The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,' Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020): 47—173.
Following the publication of the first English translation of The Annals of Dunstable Priory, a project with which Webster collaborated and also edited, she takes her research into the manuscript that formed this previous work further by examining the multiple layers of authorship over the period.  This enables her to situate the role of Dunstable Priory and its community in England in the thirteenth century alongside the work of other scholars who had completed similar studies of monastic communities elsewhere in England, notably in Yorkshire as she cites in her secondary sources.  She is also able to illustrate the increasing importance of written administrative records in recording the life of a religious community .  Webster clearly indicates her primary sources in her bibliography starting with the original manuscript itself located in The British Library.  Due to the cyberattack in 2023, there are currently only limited manuscripts available to view digitally and The Annals of Dunstable Priory can still only be viewed in person.  Webster makes it clear that she has used three versions of the annals in her work: the original manuscript, Tiberius A.X, as well as the nineteenth century Latin translation by Luard and the recent English translation by David Preest.  It is quite clear in the article where the author is using the original manuscript and not simply evident from the footnotes, as she refers to the physicality of the actual manuscript, noting when different inks, hands, erased areas, quill duct anomalies, underlining, decorative brackets or manicules were added allowing her to infer different scribes involved or the different times when additions were made as well as the relative importance given by the community to what was being recorded and the views of the community.  The other manuscript used in Webster’s research, a copy of Ralph of Diss’s Ymagines historiarum is also at The British Library and she indicates how this manuscript was used as a template with sections copied to form the basis of The Annals.  The other versions of The Annals in both Latin and English translation have been used to further examine the content recorded by the scribes and the author is therefore able to add to existing scholarly knowledge about how such a monastic community viewed and interacted with the thirteenth century world around it.

1. List as many different types of primary source which you can identify in the article.
· Manuscripts
· Books
2. List any archives that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the article.
· The British Library
3. List any online sources that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the article.
· It is unclear whether any online sources have been used as books may have been sourced through libraries, however, the three primary sources cited in the bibliography which were published in the nineteenth century can all be accessed via The Internet Archive:
Annales monastici, III ed. H R Luard: https://archive.org/details/annalesmonastici03luar/mode/2up
Radulfi de Diceto decasni Lundoniensis opera historica, ed. W Stubbs
https://archive.org/details/radulfidedicetod02dice
Chronica monasterii de Melsa, a fundatione usque ad annum 1396, ed. E A Bond https://archive.org/details/chronicamonaster02thom/page/n9/mode/2up
· It is possible that the Tiberias manuscript of The Annals of Dunstable Priory may have been available to view online before the cyberattack of 2023 and the author may have been able to view it this way as the article was written before this date.  Some 2000 manuscripts are now available to view online again now but not the two manuscripts used in this research yet: https://www.bl.uk/collection/digitised-manuscripts-archives



