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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age
There are numerous benefits to storytelling for children, aged from birth to seven years. These benefits contribute to their social, emotional and cognitive development. Engaging children with storytelling enhances their vocabulary and language skills. Neuman, S.B (1993). 
Marrow, L expresses that children’s critical thinking is tested as they are predicting outcomes of each story that is read to them. Furthermore, Howes, C (2002) states that stories enhance a child’s listening skills, which are vital for social interaction and learning opportunities. 
Similarly, Marrow (1990) tells us that a child’s ability to understand and process language is enhanced by storytelling, which strengthens their ability to understand key ideas. 
Anderson, R. (2008) states that storytelling also promotes phonological awareness, which is beneficial as children will learn to recognise patterns and sounds in language. This is useful for reading readiness. Digital storytelling also helps support children with their ability to access digital platforms. Children can explore several formats of digital media, for example text, audio and video. Robin, R (2008) states that digital storytelling enhances children’s ability to collaborate and work together as a group to communicate and share ideas with each other. This supports to foster a sense of teamwork. Stager, G. (2014).

I am going to focus on three story telling behaviours, these will be explaining how story telling helps support children’s reading, writing and oracy. Reading books is advantageous for children's language development because story time is enjoyable and engaging, helping to capture young children's attention and focus for extended periods (Hsiung-Blodgett, 2020). Children encounter new words and phrases when they are exposed to stories. These support their language abilities and vocabulary as they are meaningful. Children encounter a variety of sentence structures and words that aren’t typically used in day-to-day conversations. Exposure to these conversations will enrich their vocabulary and will ultimately improve their communication skills (Baker et al, 2009). Whitehead (2009) agrees with this and explains that stories are not only a way for children to communicate their feelings and make sense of the world that surrounds them, but they also provide a new rich, unfamiliar and varied vocabulary for children. Having engaging stories read to children is crucial as it supports with the development of reading proficiency, critical thinking skills and comprehension. Children who engage with storytelling make significant improvement in their reading abilities, particularly in phonemic awareness, which is the ability to recognise and manipulate sounds in spoken words. and narrative comprehension. (Sénéchal & LeFevre, 2002). 
Furthermore, storytelling fosters active listening and comprehension abilities in young children. Children learn to focus their attention as they engage with a variety of stories and follow the sequence of events, which is crucial for understanding both spoken and written language (National Institute for Literacy, 2008). Storytelling allows children to hear complex sentence structures, which can improve their grammatical understanding and overall language proficiency (Montag et al., 2015). In addition to enhancing vocabulary and comprehension, storytelling fosters narrative skills essential for language development. By grasping the structure of stories, with a beginning, middle, and end, children can organise their thoughts and articulate them clearly. These narrative abilities are crucial not only for storytelling but also for writing, as they help children create their own narratives and express ideas logically (McGee & Richgels, 2009). To conclude, storytelling embeds a passion for language and literature, encouraging children to engage more deeply and become more confident communicators.
Waring and Nation (2014) highlight that when children encounter a variety of words through meaningful contexts, it supports them to understand them better. Children also begin to make connections between storytelling from their own personal experiences, which fosters comprehension as children are learning to make connections. Additionally, Richgels (2009) highlights that storytelling enhances inferential reasoning and narrative understanding, which are crucial for reading comprehension. Gambrell (1996) found that motivated children are more likely to develop their reading proficiency, as they are more engaged with the text. 
To analyse to how my story was read with rhythmic patterns, the book Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson (2001) has a rhythmic pattern throughout. The story has a rhyme on each page for example, ‘Down fell the cat and the dog and the frog. Down they went tumbling into a bog.’ Adams (1990) suggests that children who are read a storybook that include rhyme, was more effective in allowing the children to understand and remember what was said than a story that has no rhyme, and states that children can become more attuned to the sound of language, and this will become important when children become to read and write. In addition to this, Harper (2011) reports children that are frequently exposed to rhyme at a young age are more likely to develop casual but positive, future reading abilities. Whilst children who are given frequent training and instruction that focuses on rhyme has a strong effect on their future reading abilities. The story I read, has a very similar repeating paragraph for example ‘Down! Cried the witch, and they flew to the ground. They searched for the hat, but no hat could be found.’ The Montessori Academy (2017) highlights that Montessori believed that children learn through repetition, which supports to strengthen their neural processes. Horst (2013) adds that each time a child hears a word, they can think about it in several ways, allowing them to store additional relevant information. This process fosters a deeper understanding of the word's meaning and appropriate usage, ultimately expanding their vocabulary. 
I believe I could increase involvement with the story through incorporating the use of props. Laevers (2015) believes that one of the most important factors that contribute to the quality of storytelling in settings is the children’s involvement. He believes that the involvement of children impacts their ability to ask questions and share their own ideas confidently. He explains that when children are focused and mentally active, the practitioner, or in my case as a practitioner, am fulfilling my role. 

Storytelling significantly supports children's writing skills in a variety of ways, for example, Maslow (1992) states that storytelling helps children understand narrative structure and they become familiar with components such as characters in the book, the setting, and plot. These structures can be applied to their writing, as children who are exposed to stories have a stimulated imagination, fostering creativity. Additionally, Vygotsky (1978) agrees with this and adds that storytelling is engaging for children and is essential for a child’s cognitive development, which is crucial for effective writing. Wright (2010) highlights that children who are exposed to varied language supports children to incorporate expression and words into their writing, and that children should receive feedback from children and adults, as constructive feedback and practise support with improved writing. 
Curriculum for Wales 2022 states that children who write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work. The Curriculum for Wales 2022 also recognises that some children may start school with a language delay, and any extra support or specific requirements need to be planned. Stories are essential for improving children's writing skills by offering a rich environment for language development and understanding. When children interact with narratives, they encounter a variety of vocabulary, sentence structures, and stylistic features that they can weave into their own writing. This exposure not only expands their language skills but also deepens their grasp of storytelling mechanics, including plot development and character arcs, which are crucial for creating coherent and engaging narratives (Harris & Hodges, 2017). Children who participate in discussions about stories learn how to write about characters and become skilled with their language skills, which boosts their confidence and competence as writers. (Sipe, 2019). 
Finally, storytelling supports children with creating their own stories and ideas with their growing imagination and expressive thoughts. This process is not only enjoyable for children but allows children to take risks within their writing, which leads to a higher standard of work. With this skill, children can express themselves through their own writing. (Gonzalez, 2020). 
Storytelling enhances a child’s oracy skills, as reading to children allows them to use new vocabulary and diverse sentence structures. Additionally, listening to stories supports children with their listening skills as they learn to predict the outcomes. (Kirkland and Patterson, (2017). Furthermore, storytelling encourages children to understand and structure narratives, enhancing their ability to articulate thoughts coherently. Skills such as turn taking when responding the questions about the story are learned and are vital for effective oral communication. Sharing their answers and responding to questions from the practitioner about what might happen next boosts a child’s self-esteem and confidence. (McMahon, 2007). Overall, storytelling serves as a powerful tool in developing children's language abilities. The Curriculum for Wales 2022 highlights the significance of storytelling in enhancing children's oracy skills within its broader emphasis on communication development. It points out that storytelling not only boosts vocabulary and language use but also supports essential listening and speaking skills for effective communication. The curriculum encourages practitioners to support with rich enabling environments where storytelling can flourish. 
It is paramount that children have many opportunities to develop their oracy skills. When reading to children they need to be given the opportunity to ask questions and have discussions on the story. Practitioners can ask the children what they think might happen next in a story, or how they enjoyed the story, what character was their favourite, what character would they choose to be? Britton, J. (1983)
 In my setting, the children from years two and up are challenged with the question “Can you say it again, but better?” This encourages the children to build upon their first answer and to promote more opportunities for growth with their language skills. In my nursery class, when asking the children about a specific item, for example if the children are asked what they have found on their autumn walk and the child says, “a leaf”, practitioners will then ask, “how does the leaf feel?” or “what colour is the leaf?” this supports with language development. 

In conclusion, storytelling serves as a powerful supporter for enhancing children's oracy, reading, and language skills. Storytelling not only expands children’s vocabulary and fosters comprehension but also strengthens their ability to articulate thoughts and ideas coherently. The engagement that comes from listening to and participating in stories cultivates essential narrative skills, which are crucial for both oral and written communication. Furthermore, storytelling nurtures a love for language and literature, inspiring children to become active, confident and capable learners. Storytelling is vital for developing children’s skills and enables them to thrive in academic and social environments. 
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