B2 material process: 19th March 2020

So, we leave the print room behind for a while due to circumstances beyond our control and find ourselves in unchartered territory…online teaching.

Firstly lets re-cap on what we have achieved in our Thursday sessions so far, then we can talk about how to expand this knowledge as we go forward into this new phase of teaching and learning.

· We all have B&W separation artwork.
· We all have or experienced screen printing this artwork, multiple ways.
· We have a colour palette or work that we did towards it.
· We have or experienced using the artwork digitally in photoshop.  
· We have painted or experienced the process of colouring our wallpaper grounds.

What we may not have is all of those things with us, or they may exist in different forms.  We do however have creativity, we are problem solvers and that’s makes us doers and achievers.  Look through the pictures on moodle, I hope I got a snap of everyone’s prints.

· What we haven’t explored is how this separation may look in repeat. 
· We have also only touched on how to fill in our block and line separations with small amounts of pattern.  
· We haven’t moved our design onto cloth yet, let’s look at ways of doing this with stitch.  

These are workshops for us to explore in the weeks to come.  For now let’s try some basic stitches.

Firstly we need to practice some basic hand stitches, if you haven’t got thread, draw out your ideas instead or get creative…what else could you sew with? 

Find some cloth…you may have to be inventive here, what do you have?  

Basic stitches…you can do a lot with these, pictorial instructions guides are on Moodle and remember skype or Microsoft teams for virtual face to face…I am poised with my needle and thread!
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Running stitch                                Seed stitch                                 Cross stitch
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 Chain Stitch			      French Knot		 Bullion knots


Spends time today practicing these stitches, before applying them to a design.

Firstly let’s look at stranded embroidery thread, usually it is made of 6 strands which can be and should be split to create not only a finer thread, but a finer result in your finished stitching.  Try working with 2 or 3 strands, my samples above are worked with 3 strands…I would probably do my bullion knots again with maybe 4 or 6 strands.  Test and try what works best for you, taking into consideration stitch type and overall finished feel and look of your embroidery and cloth.


· You can alter the length of each stitch to give a different effect and of course move your needle in any direction, think of it as drawing with thread!
· Instead of working your stitches in a continuous line, as with chain stitch, try working them as single chains.
· Change the size of your stitch from the very large and loopy to the very tiny as tiny as your eyes will allow.
· Try working stitches together in compact groups or pulling them apart.
· Play with colour: use a single colour, tones of the same colour or contrasting…what works for you?

See today’s sampling as starting points for bigger ideas.
Next Thursday we will begin to work these ideas into a design.
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Happy stitching.
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