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BEHAVIOURISM

GIVE ME A CHILD
AND I’LL SHAPE HIM
INTO ANYTHING

BF SKINNER
(1904-1990)

Developed by B F Skinner in the 1940's, the behaviourist
theory suggests that children will respond to praise and will
encourage a child to repeat behaviour which gives them
recognition and praise for what they do such as stickers,
awards and positive adult attention.

www slideshare.net)

Operant Conditioning

Specific consequences are associated with a voluntary behavior

Rewards introduced to Punishment introduced to
increase a behavior decrease a behavior

verywell

OPERANT CONDITIONING



CONSTRUCTIVISM

% Constructivismissaid to be an
approach tolearning suggesting that
children must construct their own
understandings of the world in which
they live where the learner brings past
experiences and cultural factorstoa
situation and new informationis

constructed from prior knowledge.
(www.simplypshy cology.co.uk)

CONSTRUCTIVIST THEORIES

COGNITIVE CONSTRUCTIVISM
Jean Piaget

SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVISM
(Lev Vygotsky)

CONCEPTS

» Schema

» Assimilation

» Accomodation
« Equilibration

Psychological
Tools

process.
« Learning should be « Language
whole, authentic and
"real" to be effective.

Vygotsky’s Theory |

# supports the emphasis on social interaction
as a tool for learning

# students are able to solve problems
cooperatively before they are ready to solve
the same problem on their own

# zone of proximal development is extended
when learners are able to socially interact in
group problem solving

Learner is activein their learning.
The role of adults, siblings and
other children are essential for a
child tolearn

% Symbolictools such as
language, art and music as well
as objects like pens and
computers will shape the

thinking and learning of a child.
(www.learningtheories.com)
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Lev Vygotsky

1896-1934
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We are stillusing these theories in school today when helping Children with their
teaching and learning. According to School A's Behaviour Policy (2019), we
recognise children who displays ‘good’ behaviour by rewarding them with stickers,
rewards and praise which according to Skinner (1938) should encourage this
behaviourto be repeated and with staff paying first attention to best behaviourand
ignoring the negative behaviours this should eliminate any unwanted behaviour. We
must be mindfulhoweverthat there are some children who will find this very hard,
especially children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) as they may find it tricky
following the rules and expectations due to theirneeds. Also, by using objects such
as computers and with the role of adults in school being essential to a child's
learning, we are following Vygotsky's Social Constructivism theory also using symbolic
tools such as art, music and language. This has progressed further as according to
Gov.wales (2019) with the new curriculum for wales due 1o be implemented by 2022
which focusseson expressive arts as one of the six areas of learning shows how
important these theories are when supporting childrenin school.



