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[bookmark: _Hlk94004327][bookmark: _Hlk94011722]This is a video review of, Bosnia – Exhumation of Mass Grave – which is posted on the AP Archive (Associated Press) YouTube channel with the link -  https://youtu.be/STJvH5MDaVu.[footnoteRef:1] The video has an upload date of 21st July 2015. There is an information link to a description of the video which gives a video date of 10th July 1996, which states that villagers came to witness Bosnian forensic experts examining mass graves located in Muslin cemeteries in Vogosca where bodies were dumped by Bosnian Serb soldiers after being shot or clubbed to death [1:  AP Archive. Bosnia – Exhumation of Mass Grave. YouTube. https://youtu.be/STJvH5MDaVu.] 

The video gives an important insight into the realities of the aftermath of civil conflict and exhumation of human remains. It requires the viewer to engage with the images shown. It also asks questions of the nature of grief and loss, the importance of witness and credibility of media, and the role of conflict / forensic archaeology in post conflict reconciliation. 
The video is a short news documentary style recording which is two minutes and two seconds long. The video shows human remains being exhumed / recovered from a mass burial site in Bosnia which are in various stages of decomposition. 
The video shows an opening shot of the general scene where the exhumation is taking place with workers taking a body out of a grave, forensic experts placing the body pieces together, workers sorting bodies besides the grave, scientists examining body parts, workers digging around body parts, remains in coffins, workers digging, remains wrapped and put in coffins and removed, a wrapped body removed and coffins in a line. These scenes are interspersed with scenes of people watching. There are close ups of body parts, a child watching, a skull and a woman crying. 
There is no commentary except for a single short soundbite towards the end of the video where an onlooker is speaking in native dialect. This is not subtitled but a transcription is included in the accompanying YouTube video description which states “my mother Serifa was at her neighbours place, a Serbian lady whose name was Slobodanka Halilovic, having coffee. They had all been taken from there and killed.”  The video ends with a general view of the cemetery. 
The video elicits a strong emotive response. This is heightened by there being no commentary which makes you concentrate your attention to the images shown and has a clear narrative structure. The video has been edited and has a very clear beginning (general view of mass grave site with people standing observing); middle (scenes of exhumation of human remains intercut with close ups and people observing); and end (short sound bite which provides a context of the previous images and a closing view of the grave site). The video has been edited to tell a story and is aimed at a general audience. 
The video gives an insight into the reality of exhuming human remains from recent conflicts and records the reality of this with images of human remains in different stages of decomposition and gives an insight into the role of conflict archaeology / forensic archaeology and forensic anthropology. It also gives an insight into the specialist skills that archaeologists bring to sights of conflict and forensic contexts.  Finding the missing and the exhumation and recovery of the missing have increasingly become important elements when looking at post conflict reconstruction and reconciliation[footnoteRef:2].  As has the importance of reuniting them with their families and allowing families and communities to grieve and mourn, that can be argued underpin the concept of reconciliation; and this is likewise underpinned by the expertise of conflict / forensic archaeology. [2:  The Commission for Historical Clarification 23 June 1994, Dayton Peace Agreement (General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina).  14 December 1995, ] 

The video gives an insight into the personal, political, and judicial aspects of locating the missing and exhumations. It shines a light on ethical questions of exhumation and makes us ask questions of the importance, role of and the need for public engagement and transparency. The personal, political and judicial are captured in the images of grief, the witnessing of the scene by the crowd, the placing of identification number on a corpse and images of people in uniforms. This is a reminder of the multi-layered aspects of locating the missing and exhumation from personal and community grief             and possible use as an important record which might be used in future war crimes and judicial processes. This illustrates that locating the missing, exhumation and post conflict reconstruction and reconciliation can be seen to operate within speres of the personal, political, and judicial and is multi-layered and multifaceted. 
The recording also raises the important issue of media credibility and trust. The video has been edited and is the result of editorial decisions and is edited to tell a story. You are aware of the impact of your emotions when viewing the images and raises the question of how our emotions respond to the images shown and the way a piece has been edited. Coleman has commented on the “info-smog” of information and citizens trust in media[footnoteRef:3].  Fisher has commented on a “tsunami of information”. [footnoteRef:4] Gilmor has commented on need to “scrutinise information sources and Kovach and Rosenstiel on need to adopt a position of “sceptical knowing”.[footnoteRef:5]  This highlights the importance of content and source credibility. The video is posted on the Associated Press website. The Associated Press are an independent news organisation which has a reputation for factual and unbiased content. [footnoteRef:6] This gives the video a higher degree of trust and credibility. [3:  Coleman, S. Believing the news. From sinking trust to atrophied efficacy. European Journal of Communication, 27(1). 33-45. (2012) DOI:10.1177/0267323112438806.]  [4:  Fisher, C. The trouble with trust in news media. Communication and Practice, Dec (2016). DOI:10.1080.22041451.2016.1261251. (Accessed online on 28/01/2022 at: https://www.researchgate-net/publications/311342236)]  [5:  Kovach,B, & Rosenstiel, T. (2010). Blur: How to know what’s true in the age of information overload. New York. Bloomsbury]  [6:  Allsides.com blind bias survey results Aug 2020; mediabiasfactcheck.com; ] 

In conclusion, the video is important as it highlights key themes and issues; the nature of personal grief and loss, the human cost of conflict and it asks questions of how we engage with video content. It highlights some of the realities of exhumation, the importance of public engagement, truth and reconciliation. Finally, the video itself can be viewed as a memorial to those recovered and acts as a powerful witness testimony for the individuals shown.
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