Week 1 – Lab - Abstract Thinking

Part A: 
Abstract thinking can provide a way of reasoning hence leading to systematic approach to problem solving. Using the concept of abstract thinking, provide an example for the following topics. One example has been provided as a hint for better understanding: 
1. Concept
Concepts without a physical form are abstract, such as respect, freedom, etc. 
2. Storytelling
It is a way of making some information very interesting via using conceptual examples, humor, suspense, etc
3. Culture
Norms are abstract thinking, they are used to make sure people get along and live well in a society.
4. Prediction
Forecast of future can be abstract thinking and be based on theories as the future does not currently exist.
5. Synthesis
Designing involves abstract thinking. An example in this case could be how a designer can create a fashion accessory from an idea hence converting a concept into a solid (physical) object.
6. Overthinking
Thinking about abstraction and possibilities that do not possibly have any connection to the reality. Example thinking about fears but not thinking about how to overcome those.
7. Aesthetics
Visually appealing/unappealing stuff. Example people develop makeovers for them or for other people and use them as a business.  
Part B:
Solve the Riddles:
1. What question can you never answer yes to?
2. There’s a one-story house in which everything is yellow. Yellow walls, yellow doors, yellow furniture. What color are the stairs?
3. You see a boat filled with people, yet there isn’t a single person on board. How is that possible?
4. You walk into a room that contains a match, a kerosene lamp, a candle and a fireplace. What would you light first?
5. I follow you all the time and copy your every move, but you can’t touch me or catch me. What am I?

6. If you’re running in a race and you pass the person in second place, what place are you in?
7. What has hands, but can’t clap?
8. What can travel all around the world without leaving its corner?
9. Mary has four daughters, and each of her daughters has a brother. How many children does Mary have?
10. What 4-letter word can be written forward, backward or upside down, and can still be read from left to right?




Riddle Answers:
1. Are you asleep yet?
2. There aren’t any—it’s a one-story house.
3. All the people on the boat are married.
4. The match
5. Your shadow
6. Second place
7. A clock
8. A stamp
9. Five—each daughter has the same brother.
10. NOON
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