


During 1789 the first-time terror was used to describe an incident was during Jacobin ‘Reign of Terror’ after the French Revolution. During the 1920s and 1930s was around the first time the International Conferences for the Unification of Penal Law realised there was a problem with the definition of terrorism. From the 1930s bodies such as the United Nations, national legislatures, International Bodies, and others, have all tried to define terrorism meaning within the world there is 109 different definitions, and the number keeps rising. Since the attack on September 11 on the world trade centre the focus on trying to define terrorism has erupted and but still there is many problems trying to define terrorism (Golder, and George, 2004). During this essay firstly it is going to look into the problems with defining terrorism not only in the United Kingdom but in all the nations around the world which has caused a continuing debate for many years. 
Looking at the Prevention of Terrorism Act (Temporary Previsions) 1989 the definition put forward goes by using violence for political ends, which also includes any use of violence that puts the public or any section of the public in fear. The Issue with this definition is that it is a very simple and basic, it also only mentions violence which other definitions they use the words of ‘serious’ or ‘extreme’ when mentioning violence. The definition also does not include religion or the ideology of terrorist attacks which when defining terrorism, it is important to know the intent behind the attack. Moreover, this act was updated in 2000 with the Section 1 Terrorism Act which redesigned the definition in a more updated and detailed way (Carlile, 2007). 
The Crown Prosecution Service (2017) defines terrorism as an action or even a threat that is in or outside of the United Kingdom that is purposely meant to influence any international government organisation or that’s meant to just intimidate the public with religious, political racial or an ideological cause. Some instances that may happen include damage to a property or severe violence towards or against another person which endangers their life, if the action of the terrorist makes a significant risk towards the health and safety of the society, lastly to interfere with or disrupt an electronic system. The Crown Prosecution Service also adds that the people who actually physically commits an attack isn’t the only act of terrorism, people who have planned or even assisted in with the planning or collecting information on committing a terrorist attack is all deemed as crimes by the British Terrorism Legislation. 
Two researchers from Netherlands have studied the best way to define terrorism by using a social science approach to the issue. They collected over 100 different definitions that have been used or are in place and they examined them to find out the main factor of these definitions, once examining them they learned that in 17.5 percent included terrorists making civilians, non-combatants, neutrals, or outsiders targets, 21 percent included randomly targeting civilians, not targeting people for any means, 51 percent included actually cause terror and fear into their victims, 65 percent included political and radical goals, lastly 85 percent included the use of violence (Schmid and Jongman, 1988).
The most globally accepted definition of terrorism, includes the words of the use of violence that creates fear, including physical fear and psychological fear, the terror will have religious, political, or ideological reasons behind the attack. The terrorist deliberately targets civilians and non-combatants with the aim to publicise their own actions for themselves, their terrorist group, or their cause by causing public catastrophic events. It is important to know how terrorism is different from crime for example, murder and assault, the reason for this is that the terrorist attacks target the public on a big scale which affects the government or even the military, there is always a meaning  behind the terrorist attacks which makes it different to crime Matusitz (2012).
According to PEW (2017) ISIS is seen as one of the largest contemporary threats in the world’s security. Overtime ISIS has surpassed Al-Qaeda when looking at ISIS’ equipment and its military capability, also looking at how much more brutal and ruthless they are than Al-Qaeda though out ISIS history, also their material resources and finally ISIS’ ideological views, which has appealed to thousands. During 2014 ISIS took control of Iraq and Syria that was the same size as Belgium which contained an estimate of a population of 8 million people or more (Gilsinan, 2014). As ISIS took over Iraq and Syria more than 4 million people fled for their lives with their families leaving their home and belongings which caused a mass refugee crisis throughout the Middle East and Europe (UNHCR, 2016). This information is important when asking the question, is ISIS a terrorist group, when looking at the most accepted definition, ISIS has driven the civilians in Iraq and Syria out of their homes fearing for their life, which means ISIS has targeted civilians and has caused a public catastrophic event for many. 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) was formed in 2013, which is what they are known as in society today, ISIS originally was formed in 2004 by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. Abu Musab al-Zarqawi originally was part of Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) but during the US invasion of Iraq, the group splintered, and the Sunni Islamist regime was created. During US airstrikes in 2006 Zarqawi was killed and Abu Ayyub al-Masri took control of the group and renamed it the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) later in 2010 Masri was killed in a US operation and a new leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi took over control over ISI. During 2013 the group had expanded into Syria through the civil war between each other, once taking control of Syria ISI renamed themselves Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) (History, 2021). During 2014 ISIS established a caliphate when renaming themselves again to Islamic State (IS) their leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi named himself its first caliph (Wasserstein, 2017).
Looking at the ideology of the Islamic State, ISIS identifies their enemies through various different reasons, such a religion. Islamic States see’s Judaism as their enemy, they believe this due to the fact that Jews are considered to be involved in an economic, cultural, and they seek to attack the religion of Islam through military attacks, and Jews are deemed to be attacking to take over the important resources of the Muslim community. Secondly ISIS see Muslim’s who have deserted or abandoned their faith as their enemies, IS see that the most important part of their faith is to rule following God’s law, which is called hakimiyya. IS believe that people who leave their faith or go against what they believe in are enemies and they must be defeated (Haykel, 2016). This information suggest that religion is a massive ideological factor, which when looking at the definition of terrorism, this ideology falls into it, there for it is another point to why IS could be seen as a terrorist group. Moreover Jihadi-Salafis see themselves, which includes the whole Muslim communities, they see themselves as having a military and political weakness in society, they believe this due to the fact that many Muslims have lost their true teachings and meaning of the Quran which has weakened their faith with God and according to IS they have invited the enemy into their lives (Haykel, 2016).
According to McCants (2015) and Bunzel (2015) Islamic State believes that as a result of many Muslims’ losing and abandoning their faith and betraying the doctrine of God’s Oneness. In that case IS believe that it is Muslims right to defend their faith and what they believe in no matter what happens, they refer to this the jihad. Islamic State and Al-Qaeda ideology is very similar, IS believe that the only way to show Muslims who has lost their faith is through violence, due to the fact that this will encourage Muslims to overcome their enemies and as they see it do what their faith calls for them to do. 
Islamic State has many different methods of recruiting new members into ISIS,  social media is an effective tool when you need to get voice out to millions of people (Jonathon and Jonathon, 2015). IS make the most use out of the internet, by doing so they are able to put their ideological view and propaganda on most social media sites where thousands of people from all ages are able to look at it from their homes. (Awan, 2017). IS use social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, WhatsApp, to share videos of violence such as beheadings, and to spread Portable Document Format (PDF) files, and word documents containing information on why and how to join the Islamic State. Twitter was a very popular and influential site that IS used,  as a result of this there was an estimate of 46,000 to 90,000 accounts that linked to ISIS and ISIS propaganda, it is important to note than throughout these profiles there was official and unofficial accounts which ranged from a diverse number of different languages. (Pearson, 2018). ISIS propaganda on social media is detailed with horrifying and dreadful images that all people of all ages is able to access, this method of showing what IS do and spreading their word of why they do it has attracted more than 30,000 people of all ages from all over the world to fight for ISIS and what they believe in (The Soufan Group, 2015). During this time other Extremist groups from around the world stood with ISIS and what they believe in, a few of these terrorist groups were from Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Philippines (IntelCenter, 2015). 
Due to ISIS on the rise the focus on Muslims living their everyday lives who are harmless is increasing due the media portraying terrorism that relates to their religion, as a result of this Muslims struggle to live and show their religion. In America researchers asked Muslims to comment on this problem, they talked about Assimilation, they draggle to live their day to day lives and struggle to fit into their communities due to the fact of the stereotype that the media perceives of Muslims. The stereotype is Muslims are not people who just have religious beliefs, but they are seen to be terrorists (Beshara, 2019). From the year 2000 there was an increase in Muslims in the media due to the terror attacks caused by ISIS, there has also been not physical attacks but attacks to their Islamic beliefs, these are religious attacks where their dress code has been targeted on what they should be wearing and what they should not be. In addition to this there was a period where the media was making cartoons of the prophet Muhammed, one of the main ideas in Islam is that they don’t have painting or statues unlike other religions so this could be adding fuel into ISIS and their religion. In the UK one in four to one in five people argued that they did not like Muslims and Islam in 2006, it could be argued that this personal belief of some people is due to the effects of 911 bombing on the 11th of September 2001 (Helbling, 2012).
During May 2017 Salman Abedi went to Manchester Area where there was an Ariana Grande concert and detonated an explosive devise killing 23 people and taking his own life, 20 of these civilians died at the scene and 3 died whilst at hospital. Furthermore, 160 people went to hospital because of their injuries, 40 of those were children. 87 which include 19 children were emitted to critical care (Craigie, et al, 2020). After the attack ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack targeting innocent civilians of all age and gender (Nazmi, et al , 2018). This information makes it apparent that this was a terrorist attack due to the fact that innocent UK citizens, members of the public, children, adults, male and female, of any religion was targeted and the main target was to kill in the name of ISIS.
In conclusion, this essay has looked at what is terrorism and what the Global problems and issues there are when people have tried to find one definition, secondly, we have looked at a terrorist group, ISIS, discussing its history, its structure, ideology, and the different methods ISIS have used to recruit and commit attacks. It has also looked at the effect ISIS has had on the Muslim community in the UK and in other country where they have no links to ISIS and how hard it is for to the undertake their religion due to the fact that there is now a stereotype caused by ISIS and things like the media. Collecting all the research together it is clear that ISIS can be termed as a terrorist group for their ideological values focusing on religion and politics, secondly by targeting innocent civilians of all ages and genders and purposely causing them. The Metropolitan Police (2021) gives key information on how to help prevent terrorism whilst you are in public, it is stated any crowded place, public transport, social events, and iconic locations are all potential targets for terrorism. The police have provided the information that to look out for anything that looks suspicious and out of place, examples of this are people in parked cars or moving slowly past a building taking notes, photos or sketches, people loitering around places for long periods of time, if someone is asking specific details about a building like, about the camera or security. The Police are trying to make more people aware who are out on the streets or where the people are not to see the signs and to report it.
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