Drawing on one of the establishments visited, how are both Material (‘tangible heritage’) and Non-Material (‘non-tangible heritage’) aspects of Welsh life represented and how might it develop such representations in the future?

Materiality:

Material (‘tangible heritage’)
Non-Material (‘non-tangible heritage’)

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this report, I have chosen to discuss, as a collective exhibit, the three sites of the Saint David’s Oriel, The Bishop’s palace, and Saint David’s Cathedral. The trip that I will be focusing on was an exercise/excursion with my lecture group, along with another to the city of Saint David’s, on the tip of the south-western peninsula of the Pembrokeshire coast, in Wales, (4/12/2018) and on the materiality found there, both general and specific- mainly on the Material/Non-Material aspects of Welsh life that can be found here but will also be looking at the idea of Materiality in monetary terms. This means that I will be looking at how money and income in Saint David's seems to revolve around tourism.
Saint David’s in Pembrokeshire is Britain’s smallest city- this distinction is due to the Cathedral- a clear marker of a city (Anon, 2014). I will admit to having very little understanding of why having a Cathedral makes a place a city. It seems logical that there are more conditions than this, but must admit to ignorance on this subject. Regardless of whatever checklists there is to mark a settlement as a city, the status of City is a title that can only be given by the Crown. This is clear in that Queen Elizabeth titled Saint David’s so, by the Royal Charter, on the 1st of June 1995(Anon, 2019).    

Admittedly, the above only contains the basic definitions of ‘Material’ and ‘Non-Material’.
A quick point of note in an effort to define the aspects of this essay- whilst ‘Material’ is clear in its area of physical aspects of history, the idea of ‘Non-Material’ seems to carry the same kind of idea as the feeling of ‘atmosphere’ that is generally noted in heritage sites, etc. As the idea of ‘Non-Material’ heritage is but an idea-based aspect of heritage, it then clearly values in importance and impact as per person.
Whilst I will be focusing on the ideas of ‘Material’ and ‘Non-Material’, I will also explore the idea of ‘Materiality’ as a generalisation, but also along the lines of industry and income- meaning that I will be looking at how Saint David’s, as a city that makes most of its money from the tourism gained by its unique situation.
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Martin Prösler states (1996:22) that the museum’s (or heritage industry) links to politics, the economy, and the nation-state have, historically, been expressed through the materiality of its collections, etc (or lack thereof)
This is an interesting point, as collections and such are made of what people think is important- which is fluid for each person. This again applies to the understanding that
material heritage objects have some symbolism of both identities and certain values. There is generally a story behind an object, and this makes an object both material and non-material. And that much of a large period of time or place in time’s
culture is showed through material objects-clothing, hobby materials (needlecraft, etc), household, etc (Smith, 2010).


I first visited the Saint David’s Oriel (art gallery) and tourist centre. This building contained a café, art gallery, nature exhibit focusing on the Pembrokeshire coast, conference room, a shop, and a ridiculous number of leaflets. By this, I mean an entire wall covered in leaflets and stands dotted around the room.
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There is also a small exhibit in the tower shown here, though it did not seem to be a permanent aspect of the centre. The centre clearly only showed the basics of Pembrokeshire and Saint David’s itself. Information was available, and the signs were clearly laid out in both English and Welsh, but the nature exhibit itself was small, and frankly not to my interest. The art galleries were used by local artists but were not historical in themselves. Most of the space available was taken up by the café and the shop that held a truly staggering number of leaflets. Whilst the exhibit and the galleries did showcase ‘Material’ heritage and culture, it was minimal at best. I felt that there was no ‘Non-Material’ heritage and culture shown here. I felt no interest and connection in looking at what was given to us here; It did nothing to invoke a feeling of the time periods that would be represented by the main tourist attractions of the city. There are notable pieces of ‘Material’ heritage and culture, however, such as the local Eisteddfod Chair and the pieces in the exhibitions.
Personally, the centre was not particularly useful or interesting in my tour of Saint David’s. I found myself spending the most time around the Cathedral. 

What could have been added to the centre were clear links and communication between the three main points in Saint David’s- the tourist centre, the Cathedral, and the Bishop’s Palace which would have made my visit a more cohesive visit and allowed for a better comprehension of the material available and would have helped other tourists on their trip. A map (possibly model) of the town would also have been an interesting and useful addition to the centre.  
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My next stop was the Cathedral, which was next to the ruins of the Bishop’s Palace, built as a private residence and monastery in the 6th century, but in the 13th century, it became more of a grander building for stylish entertainment. It likely began as a private residence to someone of importance to the Cathedral- going by its name, perhaps the Bishop (Anon, 2014). 
Whilst the palace was simple in its beginning, more was added- such as the motte and bailey fort, and then a stone wall that was added under the control of the Norman Bishop upon the arrival of the Normans to Pembrokeshire (Anon, 2014). I visited these two buildings one after the other, with the ruins taking precedence as I wished to savour the Cathedral, Although I was not able to fully explore the ruins, in no small part due to the £4 entrance fee. Whilst I would have enjoyed exploring this material and tangible piece of heritage I, firstly, had no £4 on me, and regardless it was a somewhat exorbitant price to me to explore the shell of what once was. Certainly, during summertime- tourist season- a charge is a sensible thing to place in order to gain monetary support for the attraction- safety revisions and changes, salary to the custodians, etc- but not in winter. The area of the city that I traversed- coincidentally the area in the range of the main tourist centres- was populated largely by touristy gift shops. Both of these aspects of Saint David’s prove to be clear evidence of materiality, if not the kind that I examine here.

[image: ] Saint David’s Cathedral

The cathedral as seen in this picture was built from 1181, and city status was given by Queen Elizabeth II in 1995 (Anon, 2018).  This was also by far the most engaging aspect of my trip to Saint David’s city. The Cathedral itself, as well as being a tourist and heritage location, still follows its original function as a place of worship. It also stands as a place of ‘Material’ heritage, and, with the addition of the atmosphere one experiences that typically come with such a building and its use, also well provides the experience of ‘Non-Material’ heritage. I mainly stayed to the main area of the Cathedral, down the main hall. The courtyard led to the café and extra items from the shop. To the right were more prayer rooms. The courtyard and adjoining areas seemed to be a little more modern than the main part of the Cathedral, which was the area I was interested in.
The old treasury has been converted into a collection-exhibit of the treasures of the Cathedral over the years, such as the crosiers and rings of medieval bishops, illuminated manuscripts, textiles and silverware, with the information given on their history. A basic timeline of the Cathedral is also included. More could be included here, however. For example, the names and histories of the architects of the Cathedral, its Bishops and leaders, et cetera. Small copies of items within the treasury could also provide an addition to the Cathedral shop.
Outside of this small exhibit, there is little information around the Cathedral- for example, there are no notecards near any of the tombs. I am aware that the cathedral still functions in its original purpose, but basic information cards by the more interesting aspects of the Cathedral would be useful, and likely provide interesting information.
In terms of Materiality, there is a small shop in the corner of the main hall, and a café further in the building- straight ahead as you enter the courtyard. There is also a donation box by the main door.
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Admittedly, I am only able to guess as to the use and history of this building. It likely came into being when the Normans took Pembrokeshire and bulked up the defences, as has been previously mentioned. This puts it as a defence feature for the Cathedral, not the Bishop’s Palace, which was an earlier build. Despite the lack of upkeep to it, the building is clearly a piece of ‘Material’ heritage. Due to its state, however, there is no feel or aspect of ‘Non-Material’ heritage or culture to be found here. 
If this building was returned to what it once was, then not only would it provide more of an idea and improve the ability to understand the Norman period in Pembrokeshire, it could also provide a level of income with a visitor or entrance charge- instead of charging at the entrance to the palace- for it to be the entrance gate and barrier to those without permission (in this case, ticket payment) that it once was. Authentic refurbishing would also give a clearer picture of the ‘Material’ heritage of the building, its history, and its use. This would also lead to ‘Non-Material’ heritage, otherwise known as atmosphere, to grow.
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The Bishop’s Palace, as mentioned, is the remnants of a private building and monastery form the 6th century. As previously mentioned, there was a £4 charge to explore the ruins, and I did not and could not pay it. Due to this, my evaluation of the Bishop’s Palace will be short. The building itself, regardless of its state, is a work of ‘Material’ heritage, checking that box well. Though I have not explored this ruin, for me there is always an atmosphere or feel to a place such as this, which does fit with the idea of ‘Non-Material’ heritage well. I am certain that, if fully explored, the palace would hold the same.
The admission charge is perfectly understandable during the summer- tourist season- as this is when much of the income of Saint David’s city is made, to my understanding.  If during the off months they had used a donation box with a suggested donation amount, I would have given what I had and been able to explore the ruins.

So, to conclude. The tourist centre was sadly not helpful. In its physicality, it was a piece of ‘Material’ heritage to some degree, but there was no ‘Non-Material’ heritage to be found there. It needs to be expanded, and I am aware that the Bishop’s Palace and the Cathedral provide information themselves, but some level of communication and connection between the three would be useful. In terms of the Bishop’s Palace, as said, an alternate means of charging visitors would work better, at least during the off seasons. The Cathedral needs more information plaques at important landmarks within the Cathedral- this is not to say that it should become a museum, but these would be interesting to read.
The trip was interesting, and I definitely enjoyed the Cathedral and would have enjoyed exploring the ruins of the Palace, and if these small inconsistencies are fixed, then I would enjoy it even more.
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The Cathedral receives no state aid; we invite a donation to help tow

ards its maintenance
Nid yw'r Eglwys Gadeiriol yn derbyn cymorth oddi wrth y wladwriaeth ac yr ydym yn eich gwahodd
i gyfrannu er mwyn cynnal a chadw’r adeilad.





image8.png




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image1.png
105 s
5o

PEMBROKESHIRE

Gt COAST NPARK

PEUBRORESMHIRE
&




image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
o g . p— o o o o o i
m

S g . g

-
‘Ww-mmm s

. o S e

S





image5.png




