Field Journal
I found it really helpful in the first learning session to overview basic terms and their definitions, like what a primary source versus a secondary source is, and what histography means. It was something I think I needed, as I have spent a lot of time in essays describing sources as primary or secondary, and knowing the difference between them but not having an exact meaning for either one. Going over how they are defined was really useful to remind myself what elements should be brought to attention when analysing, understanding and extrapolating information from a source depending on if it is primary or secondary. Historiography was interesting to learn about as I had heard the term before, but I had not had it defined for me and it seems like a valuable angle to analyse a source from.
Looking at pre-modern sources was insightful, especially when combined with the first historical approaches session, because it gave me a new idea of how different sources can be used to extrapolate information. Even primary sources about a specific subject, for example a book of hours, can give a lot of information about other aspects of the world at the time that can be inferred even if it is not the topic being discussed. I also found it interesting to look at the different places that sources, mostly primary sources, can be found, particularly online. I really appreciate the ability to access sources online because it means I do not have to travel somewhere to find a physical copy or wait for one to become available or pay huge amounts of money, and often makes analysing a source a little easier because of their accessibility, and sometimes their ability to zoom in or a transcription of the text. 
I also enjoyed the discussions of what makes a source primary or secondary, and where that line blurs. It was really thought provoking to consider, for example a first hand account of an event written several years after the fact, and if that source is primary because it is someone’s first hand experience or secondary because it was written later on and possibly contains hindsight or information gained from later on. Other examples are a collection of primary sources about the same subject that have been analysed by a historian or a primary source that has been transcribed and translated in order to be understood and further analysed, and it becomes a bit harder to tell whether a source should be counted as primary or secondary, and if that will impact how they are interpreted and evaluated.
The teaching session that stood out the most to me was the trip to Aberystwyth to visit the Library of Wales and C.A.W.C.S., for several reasons. I hugely enjoyed the opportunity to actually visit a physical place where history, particularly Welsh history, can be the focus of someone’s career and research, because it is an institute centred on my interests and the career I hope to go into. It was encouraging to see the field I want to go into in action, and the opportunities that exist to get into the field. C.A.W.C.S. was the most interesting to me because of the crossover with linguistics and literature, which are subjects I enjoy, and the focus on the Celts and Welsh history. I look forward to possibly being able to study and research with them in the future and furthering my study after my BA. It was fascinating to see the sources available in the library, especially on Welsh history, and the research and analysis that has already been done. It not only gave me a sense of what sources were available for me to read and to use in research and assignments, but also gave me an idea of research topics I could look into and expand upon, especially for my dissertation or later research after my BA.
The Rodric Bowen archives was a lot of fun to look at, particularly being given the opportunity to transcribe one of the texts. I greatly enjoyed the task, and would happily do it again, and it gave me a broader scope of ideas for different directions I could pursue a career or begin a career or even just a project to work on. Even though I knew I enjoyed the act of transcribing and knew that it was something that was done at a professional level, I had not considered it being a possible avenue that I could pursue for research or an aspect of my career.
The learning session going over referencing was very helpful, as it made me realise I had been using a mix of Harvard referencing and M.H.R.A. referencing by accident. It was good to, first of all, realise that I was not using an actual referencing system at all, let alone using the correct one, and to then know which system I needed to be using. However, I struggled to understand the correct format of M.H.R.A. referencing because I had gotten so used to the system I had been using, so I think I need to practice using it in order to solidify the system in my mind.
Overall, I found the module both very interesting and also insightful into the different possibilities that I can investigate after my BA for either research, further study, or a career.
