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[bookmark: _Toc134108984]Introduction
The magistrates of the United Kingdom are referred to as a representative of the people that works in favour of rights and laws. The legal court cases which are related to criminal and family disruptures are being conducted in magistrate court. The report aims to know the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates working under the acts and Laws. A brief discussion on characteristics, court closures, responsibilities and reform will be identified and discussed in the report below. 




[bookmark: _olshhepsd6ij][bookmark: _Toc134108985]1. “What is a magistrate”
A civil officer who is responsible for administering the law and conducting the court on dealing with minor offences and clench hearings for major issues is known as a magistrate.  They are also referred to as trained volunteer members of local communities who make effective decisions in criminal and family cases (Chamberlian et al., 2021).  Minor cases such as theft, property insecurities and discrimination issues in society are measured by the magistrate.  Under sub-section (3) of section 156, Magistrate is empowered to direct only the officer-in-charge of the police station to make an effective investigation. Magistrate listens to the issues and challenges faced by civil matters and conducts decisions in favour of both parties. A magistrate is placed at a magistrate court which is often seen as a police court to deal with minor crimes, certain civil actions and preliminary hearings.

[bookmark: _s7locwj9jo45][bookmark: _Toc134108986]2. “A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom”
Most of the legal decisions which are related to public and criminal hearings are made by the magistrates in the United Kingdom. The related cases such as offences, minor criminal damage and common assault are being addressed by the working principles of the magistrate in the United Kingdom. Magistrates of the United Kingdom also deal with burglary and drug offences. The indictable offences such as murder, rape and robbery are addressed by the magistrates of the United Kingdom.  The related criminal cases are conducted in the magistrate court but the serious and major cases are often passed to the crown court. The magistrate court of the United Kingdom hears more than 2 million cases annually which includes 97% of criminally related cases (Brooks and Brooks, 2019).  More than 90%  of the case which is adjourned through the magistrate court does not require trials as a result.  Magistrates of the United Kingdom possess the power to fine £25000 as a maximum amount that hails under - “s.122 Sentencing Act 2020,s.123 Sentences Act 2020”  for young offenders. The magistrate also possesses the power to sentence a criminal to imprisonment for six months. 

[bookmark: _pavn64um7bdl][bookmark: _Toc134108987]3. “What are their main responsibilities”
The magistrate in the United Kingdom is referred to as a volunteer who attends cases in the criminal court. Individual cases are being heard by three magistrates in the United Kingdom to make positive justices. The cases which are related to the criminals are conducted in the Magistrate court. The cases such as criminal cases and family cases are being conducted by the magistrate of the United Kingdom.  Magistrates have the power to fine unpaid work in the community and may sentence to imprisonment up to 12 months (Thurston, 2019). The magistrate may arrange for a child for care and adoption. The foster home facilities for the children are accessed through the magistrate court in the United Kingdom. The Magistrate of the United Kingdom also helps separated parents make linear arrangements for their children. 
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The thesis statement is “Exploring the advantages and disadvantages of the magistrate in the UK ”
[bookmark: _kgj3t7yzuwrt][bookmark: _Toc134108989]5. “Court closures” 
The judicial systems of the United Kingdom have been changes substantially changed since 2010.  The justice system has undergone a major program of reforms which are designed to reduce the need for physical attendance at different types of hearing. Between the years 2010 to 2020, the judicial system in the United Kingdom has made major changes which include more than 164 magistrates courts being closed out of 320 magistrates in total. The government also raised a court for the sales at an auction value of £223 million to the public purse (Robinson, 2019). More than 151 constituencies containing magistrate courts were closed while reforming the judicial system in the United Kingdom. 
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The magistrate must maintain accountability and personality to enhance the key qualities. A magistrate must contain personal integrity to maintain confidence in the work. The personal and professional workspace must be consolidated by a magistrate to enhance the key qualities. The code of practices which includes honesty, punctuality and integrity must be adopted by the magistrate to delegate the job role (Newman and Dehaghani, 2022).  The understanding and communication skills which are important for the magistrate to maintain accountability must be possessed by an individual magistrate. The social awareness skills which include appreciating and accepting the societal laws in the society must be possessed by a magistrate. Magistrates must be able to relate and work with others to enhance their work performance (Winter, 2022). The maturity and sound temperament which includes a sense of fairness and open-mindedness must be possessed by an individual magistrate. Commitment and the reliability help magistrate conduct the right decisions related to criminal and family cases must be possessed by a magistrate. A magistrate possessing such effectiveness of characteristics will be benefited to enhance the job role and may enhance personal development. 
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The magistrates in the UK are encouraged to participate in community-level programmes and this serves as a major advantage for them in gaining access to knowledge about the local areas that helps in efficient decision-making. It is easier for the magistrates to hypothesize events of a particular event concerning the areas which they are familiar with. This helps in speeding up the proceedings in the court and reduces the amount of time that is spent per case (View, 2021). Local knowledge also helps magistrates to reflect on the specific needs of the local community and emerge as strong representatives of local concerns. Secondly, magistrates are comparatively cheaper options for the legal system in comparison to judges. With the presence of magistrates, many judges are needed to fill up the roles which magistrates play which means more amount of funding in the management of judges which could be used elsewhere in the legal system. With three magistrates on a bench, better perspectives and a more balanced view of the situation could be provided that help in improving the court proceedings. However, there are various disadvantages which the magistrates face and one of the main criticism remains the lack of representativeness of the society. There is a high chance of magistrates becoming case-hardened as hearing many similar cases can impact the judgement and leads to harsh punishments. Furthermore, there is a high chance of biases in the case of events involving police (View, 2021).
[bookmark: _mld5sshug3c8][bookmark: _Toc134108992]8. “Reform”
Magistrates serve as the cornerstone of the justice system and over the years, there have been various reforms that have taken place in the domain of the “Criminal justice system”. These reforms have been aimed to ensure the maximum capabilities of the magistrates so that they can routinely deal with various serious and highly complex cases within their power by themselves. Without committing cases to the “Crown Court” for sentencing, the reforms have been aimed to improve the skills and competencies of the magistrates to deal with the cases. There have been reforms made for unclogging the magistrate courts and freeing up time for the magistrates in the courtrooms for dealing with more serious offences. For tackling very high rates of reoffending magistrates are empowered with the new powers of imposing severe and fairly harsh punishments for offenders who breach the supervision timeframe of two-week returns, followed by a 12-month sentence in prison. This empowerment or reform was introduced in the new bill named “Offender Rehabilitation Bill” which was passed by the parliament in 2014.  Through the help initiatives that have been placed forward through the help of “Magistrate in the Community” and “National Mock Trial Competition” programmes, the magistrates are ensured with an opportunity for exploring newer roles for reducing or cutting crimes at the local level (Ministry of Justice, 2019). Following these programs, the magistrate constantly engages with the community across England and Wales for delivering a variety of presentations to diverse groups at schools, religious centres, offices and colleges for wider community interest (Magistrates-association, 2019). 
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As discussed above, Magistrates are the cornerstone of the justice system which aims to conduct the right decisions on criminal and family cases. Magistrate poses major responsibilities to ensure the safety of different societies.  The characteristics and responsibilities which are important for the magistrate to enhance personal development and work positively for the citizens will be enhanced. The reform which was made by the judicial systems till 2022 has been identified and discussed in the report above. Enhancing the responsibilities and advocating roles also helps the magistrate to conduct the right decisions. The cases such as criminal cases and family cases are being confined by the magistrate by legalising the effective rights acts. 
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