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	Target 1 
	To follow Harvard Referencing Guidance and not to become too reliant on the text. 

	Target 2 
	To become more critical in your writing, to support your choices/judgements with supportive and counter arguments throughout your response. 



Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.


Throughout the new curriculum for Wales, it is evident that the curriculum had developed miraculously to better children’s learning outcomes. Cross-curricular teaching is the use of a variety of academic subjects during each lesson (Welsh Government, 2022). The framework includes literacy, numeracy and digital competence which are crucial skills within the curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2022). Within the new curriculum for Wales, the cross-curricular framework has become a main focus because it is an innovative style of teaching that strives for students to learn through creative ways of interconnected topics (Barnes, 2015).  When applying cross-curricular approaches to teaching and learning, it comes with many opportunities and challenges. (Sphero, 2023) Children can find numerous subjects challenging and boring which can often create a dislike to certain subjects. Using a cross-curricular approach to learning can frequently enhance the children’s motivation to learn by building connections through subjects they may enjoy and the subjects the children dislike. Cross-curricular teaching enhances the engagement for the children by interlinking subjects they love with other subjects to intensify their passion for all subjects (Sphero, 2023). This will encourage the children to progress their learning through every subject to their best ability. Cross-curricular education can also be a challenge because without the correct observation and reflection could negatively impact the children’s learning outcomes (Welsh Government, Unknown). Throughout my bridging experience, cross-curricular activities were introduced throughout the day in most lessons. It was evident to see that children’s engagement and understanding would increase if the lesson was linked to a subject that they highly enjoyed. Whereas, in the lessons that children found more challenging and were uninterested in, the children were easily distracted and would not complete the task. Within my bridging experience, it was also evident that budget was a key problem when teaching cross-circularly. The teacher planned a lesson that included plastic clocks for the children to use to understand new works that included half past, quarter past and quarter too. However, the class that used the clocks previously had broken 6 of the hands. There were then not enough clocks for the class to use and the school also did not have enough budget to replace the clocks. This then affected the lesson the teacher had planned.

The cross-curricular responsibilities include literacy, numeracy, and digital competence. To allow successful outcomes for children’s learning, there are a number of necessary skills (Welsh Government, 2022). On January 28th, 2020, the Literacy and Numeracy Framework and Digital Competence were introduced with the new Curriculum for Wales Framework. It is required by all teachers to establish how the children progress in each skill. However, this will differ depending on the approach each school takes to cross-curricular teaching and learning (Welsh Government, 2022). There is a framework put in place for each skill including Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and Digital Competence Framework (DCF) to guide schools when advancing the skills to teaching across the 6 areas of learning (Welsh Government, 2022). The Literacy and Numeracy Framework and Digital Competence Framework are separated into two sections which are English and Welsh Mediums. Within the LNF and DCF, there are various areas which all have 5 progression steps (Welsh Government, 2022). Progression steps allow the educator to understand the progression of each child that links to the What Matters Statements. These steps are at the ages of 5, 8, 11, and 14 (Welsh Government, 2022). The progression steps 1-3, ages 5, 8 and 11 are essential to primary school teaching because they allow the teacher to have an understanding of where the child is, where they need to be and how they get there. Using LNF and DCF in a primary school setting will guide the children to be hitting their expected targets (Central South Consortium, 2023). The LNF and DCF are used consistently in primary school ages to ensure children are developing essential skills to be able to work at their best ability and use the skills in day-to-day life. Developing their digital competence skills it will allow children to become more creative within their work and become critical thinkers while engaging in the digital world (Equal Education Partners, 2024). The Cross-curricular approach to education combines serval subjects into one lesson by creating connections between each subject. There are numerous opportunities and challenges when taking this approach that can affect the learning outcomes of a child (Barnes, 2015). A benefit to cross-curricular teaching is that the approach encourages children to think critically by understanding the range of concepts and ideas that combine from each subject. Linking subjects that combine with one another can help children advance their knowledge by incorporating the knowledge they already know with new content (Barnes, 2015). Similarly, cross-curricular learning can promote a holistic approach to education by merging the subjects together to gain an understanding of the similarities between the concepts and ideas to develop a deeper understanding of the content of each subject (Chiangpradit, 2022). This could then allow the children to think critically when problem-solving. Contrastingly, taking the cross-curricular approach to education requires time for regular observations to ensure it is impacting the children positively and regular reflections (Welsh Government, Unknown). Without these two it may become complicated to understand whether cross-curricular learning is advancing the children’s knowledge rather than affecting their learning negatively (Welsh Government, Unknown). Additionally, it is apparent that two thirds of teachers in Wales and England are thinking about changing professions due to being overworked with workload (The Teachers’ Union, 2024). This can affect cross-curricular teaching in schools because of the lack of staff. However, (Welsh Government, 2023) emphasise that they have made progress in helping teachers with staff workload by performing regular assessments. Furthermore, when teachers are implementing cross-curricular activities.
into their lessons, it is important to ensure their own knowledge is as advanced as possible because during research in 2014, it was proven that teachers’ knowledge on a subject and their understanding have the biggest impact on how the children learn and what their learning outcomes are (Enser, 2014). During my bridging experience, the teacher was teaching a lesson about adding and subtracting big numbers. The lower ability group in the class was easily distracted and was not engaging throughout the task. However, when the teacher introduced health and well-being into the lesson by taking a group at a time to go outside and use chalk to write the sum on the floor while being outside, it increased the engagement levels and all of the children then completed the task.

The enhanced provision material I have created required the children to look at the different pictures and identify what animal belongs to each habitat. There is also an advanced activity sheet that is for children who finished the first worksheet and need another task. This task requires the children to label the name of each animal they see, along with tallying how many of each animal they see at the nature reserve. The lesson plan I have created is for children in year two going to the nature reserve. The area of learning the lesson focuses on is science and technology because the children are going to be learning about the different types of animals and their homes. The What Matters Statement that the lesson focuses on in science and technology is ‘The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for survival’ (Welsh Government, 2022). This statement identifies that the centre of the task will be learning about living things, animals, and the environment they are learning in. Throughout my lesson plan I have ensured to include cross-curricular links across the curriculum. The lesson links to health and well-being because the children will be running around outside trying to find each animal and habitat which develops their physical development, and the children are also outdoors receiving fresh air. Another link is expressive arts because if the children are finding it difficult to identify the animal and the habitat, they could roleplay what sounds and movements the animal makes to jog their memory. There is also a link to mathematics because in the advanced activity, the children are required to count and tally how many of each animal they have spotted throughout the trip. Humanities is also linked within the lesson plan because the children are outside learning about the environment they live in and what materials make up their environment which is linked to geography. Languages, literacy, and communication are linked within the lesson because the children will be communicating with their team members to identify what animals they have seen, and their habitats and they are also learning how to pronounce the names of each animal. It is crucial to include cross-curricular links within the lesson because cross-curricular strategies encourage engagement from the children by linking subjects they find interesting with other subjects to advance their motivation for all subjects (Sphero, 2023). After the children have completed their tasks, I will mark the worksheets and use the progression steps within the Literacy and Numeracy Framework and the Digital Competence Framework to identify where the children are at, where they need to be and how they can get there.

Overall, throughout this assignment, it has significantly enhanced my knowledge about the cross-curricular framework and how it can be used in a primary school setting. The cross-curricular framework has proven to be beneficial when creating lesson plans. However, there are some challenges that affect it being carried out. These include budget, student engagement, staff numbers, the number of children in the class, old teacher style and the knowledge of each teacher. I will overcome this by creating solutions that work around each challenge. For example, teachers can recycle materials to overcome budget problems and regularly research about certain subjects and lessons to ensure my knowledge is always progressing. When completing my placement, I will ensure that I include cross-curricular links within all my lessons because I believe it will have the best outcome for my students by increasing motivation and engagement for subjects they dislike. To ensure my teaching is to my best ability I will relate to the Professional Standards of Teaching and Leadership because it will allow me to set expectations for each lesson, reflect on my teaching effectively, identify which areas of much teaching need to develop and to manage my progress (Welsh Government, 2020). 
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Appendix 

Enhanced provision material

Nature hunt!

In groups of 5, work as a team to find what habitats belong to what animals. Be careful and do not touch! Take photos of the animals and habitats you are able to find.

	[image: Moles & molehills | Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust]
	[image: How To Tell If A Bird's Nest Is Being Used]
	[image: Components of healthy and solid soil for your lawn - GoMow]

	
What animal lives in this habitat:
	
What animal lives in this habitat:
	
What animal lives in this habitat:

	[image: What's a Tree Hollow | Elite Tree Care]
	[image: What Can A River Do For You, Your Community, And Your Planet? | Ausable  River Association]
	[image: Flowers in the park 1964812 Stock Photo at Vecteezy]

	
What animal lives in this habitat:
	
What animal lives in this habitat:
	
What animal lives in this habitat:

	[image: Movements: Lily Pad Count]
	[image: Why Is Grass Green? | Britannica]
	[image: Winter Branches - Tree Guide UK - Tree identification by winter branches]

	
What animal lives in this habitat:
	
What animal lives in this habitat:
	
What animal lives in this habitat:




Advanced activity

After you have identified what animal belongs to each habitat, can you label the name of each animal and tally how many you have seen.

	[image: How Many Legs Do Bees Have? | What Do They Use Them For?]
	[image: British Wildlife of the Week: Mole - The Nature Nook]
	[image: Five facts about squirrels that might just amaze you! - BBC Newsround]

	
What is the name of this animal:
	
What is the name of this animal:
	
What is the name of this animal:

	[image: Tiger Worms | Tiger Worms for Sale | Buy Tiger Worms Online | Tiger Worms  for Wormery | Wormeries | Original Organics]
	[image: Songbird - Wikipedia]
	
	[image: Fish Images – Browse 7,493,929 Stock Photos, Vectors, and Video | Adobe  Stock]

	
What is the name of this animal:
	
What is the name of this animal:
	
What is the name of this animal:

	[image: What is a Frog? | Frog Facts for Kids | Twinkl - Twinkl]
	
[image: Grasshoppers: The Family Acrididae]
	[image: Monarch Butterfly]

	
What is the name of this animal:
	
What is the name of this animal:
	
What is the name of this animal:







Lesson plan
	Student-teacher:
	Stella Griffiths
	Class / Group:
	Year two

	AoLE or Subject:
	Science and technology.

	Date (please note that this may be a continuous session):
	May 4th April 2024

	Meaningful links to Curriculum (What Matters Statements, Descriptions of learning, ‘previous’ curriculum...)
	What Matters Statement- The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for survival.

	Meaningful links across the curriculum 
Links to other AoLEs or the  Cross-curricular skills frameworks)
	Health and well-being – the children are outdoors in the fresh air, running around finding each habitat.
Expressive arts- the children can roleplay what sounds the animals make to identify the animal.
Mathematics- the children can count how many of the same animal they have seen and count how many they have left to find.
Humanities- geography, the children are learning about their environment and what animals live in their environment.
Language, literacy and communication- the child are required to work as a team to communicate and identify the animal and habitat, and they are learning to pronounce the names of each animals.


	Personal Targets (targets and consequent impact on learning - refer to any targets that have been identified in learning journal or weekly reflection meeting and describe the desired impact on learning)

-To ensure my knowledge is the best it can be to help the children develop their understanding.
-To ensure the children have fun while developing their knowledge.
-To ensure I ask the children a lot of questions to think out of the box.
-To ensure the enhanced provision material is easy to use and effective.



	Learning Intention
‘This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.’ (Crichton, H., and Mcdaid, A. 2016 p. 196)

	LI- To identify the animals and the different habitats for each animal.


	Success Criteria 
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention.

	-I can identify the different animals.
-I can name each animal.




-I can identify what habitats belong to each animal.
-I can identify what the habitats are made from.

	Planning for misconceptions:
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them.

	

-The children may not see all the habitats for all the animals on the worksheet. They could take a photo of the animal and the look the habitat up online when they get back to the classroom. Organise another trip to the nature reserve.
-The children may not see all the animals on the worksheet.  They could take a photo of the habitat and the look the animal up online when they get back to the classroom.  Organise another trip to the nature reserve.
-The weather may not be appropriate. Warn the children/parents in advance to bring waterproofs and wellies on the day of the trip.
-The habitats may have been destroyed by other members of the public. Talk to the children and see if they know what materials the animal would need to rebuild their home to help identify what animals’ habitat it is.
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Timing:
Break down
timings into
groups if
appropriate.
ensure pupils
are ‘doing’
quickly and that
transitions are
taken into
account

Role of the teacher & support staff:
e.g., key questions, retrieval of prior learning,
modelling, and explanations, checking
understanding, planned use of additional adults.

Choice of pedagogical model or of the 12
pedagogical principles

Pupils’ learning and activities:
What will the pupils be learning to do and what activities /
resources will facilitate this?

Please refer to Foundation Learning planning document for
details of continuous provision.

Inclusive Strategies
(including
differentiation):

Reasons for and details of
scaffolding.

Types of representation in tasks.

Check what pupils know,

understand, and can do:
Key questions, types of retrieval
practices, self and peer assessment
opportunities, purposeful AfL.
strategies, live marking
opportunities, planned feedback.

10
minutes

Pedagogy principle- challenges all
learners by encouraging them to
recognise the importance of sustained
effort in meeting expectations that
are high but achievable for them.

Review the knowledge of the animals
by asking the children questions on
what animals they may see.

Ask the children about what habitats
they may see and what they can be
made from. Explain how to fill out the
sheet and after they finish to have a
go of the extended task.

The children are required to answer the
question asked by the teacher, using their prior
knowledge on animals and habitats.

The children are required to follow instructions
given by the teacher on how to use the
enhanced provision worksheet before
completing the task.

The children can compare their answer with
one another as a class to understand which
answer is correct.

Differentiation- the
teacher can ask
questions to the
children separately if
they are aware that
they lack confidence in
group situations to be
able to get an
understanding of their
knowledge without
making them feel
uncomfortable.

Scaffolding- Use the
vocab words and other
words related to the

Assessment for learning-
using all class question
can help gain an
understanding of who is
confident with the topic
and how is more reluctant
to join in answering the
questions.

Think, Pair, and share- this
strategy allows children to
think independent and
then share their ideas
with their class members.
This allows the children to
problem solve and create
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The teacher must carry a class
notebook to write about the class
discussion and what the children said,
along with how well they did with
remembering prior knowledge. This
will ensure the teacher has a better
understanding of where the children
are at with the knowledge to the
topic.

The teacher must provide thinking
time when asking the questions to the
children to allow them to rejog their
memory on animals and habitats
before being able to answer the
questions.

Vocabulary- Habitat, insect, mud,
grass, wet, dry.

topic that may support
the children when
answering the
questions if they are
struggling. Before
attending the trip, the
teacher can pre-teach
all the animals that may
appear on their trip so
the children have better
prior knowledge before
going on the trip.

abetteranswer to the
questions by sharing their
own answers and
combining them to get the
best possible answer.

Key question- What
habitats do you think you
will see today? This will
allow the children to think
before completing the
worksheet about what
they should look out for.

30
minutes

Pedagogy principle- encourages
learners to take increasing
responsibility for their own learning.

Explain the safety rules to the
children. Do not disturb the habitats

The children must fill out all boxes of the
worksheet on the habitats they see and the
animals.

Allow the children to go and work on their own
and find the habitats independently.

Differentiation- the
teacher can create an
easier worksheet before
the trip for the children
that find the normal
worksheet really hard

to understand.

Assessment for learning-
each child can help the
children in their groups
when answering the
sheet. If they write down
the wrong answer and
they are aware its wrong,
they can suggest the
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and animals, do not run or you can
frighten the animals.

Guide the children when using the
worksheet as some children may find
it difficult. Support the children with
using a tally chart because it is a new
resource to them.

Help the children find different
habitats that may not be easy to spot.
Ask questions throughout the
duration. For example, what materials
are used to make this habitat? Who
do you think lives here? Do you think
this is a good habitat.

They are required to work in groups to answer
the work sheets and to spot the animals and
habitats.

They must respect the animal’s habitats by not
touching or moving things around within the
habitat.

Scaffolding- Use the
vocab words and other
words related to the
topic that may support
the children when
answering the
questions if they are
struggling. Guide the
children on using the
worksheet by reexplain
or creating your own
example to show the
children as a guidance.
The teacher can make
suggestions on what
animals could life in the
habitats to support the
learners.

correct'answer. The
teachers can walk around
with a group and guide
them if they find it
difficult to find the correct
answer.

Think, Pair, and share- the
children can think about
their answers before
filling out the work sheet
and then share their ideas
as a group and work
together to problem solve
to get the correct answer.

Key questions- What
habitats do you think this
animal belongs to? Do you
think for than one animal
lives here? Do you think
this is suitable for the
animal?

10
minutes

Pedagogy principle- means employing
a blend of approaches including those
that promote problem-solving,
creative and critical thinking

The children must answer the question asked
by the teacher verbally within the class
discussion, combining their prior knowledge on
animals and habitats to their new knowledge.

Differentiation- the
teacher can ask
questions to the
children separately if
they are aware that
they lack confidence in

Key question- What have
we learnt about seeing
the animal’s habitats in
real life?
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Before leaving the nature reserve it is
crucial to reflect with the children on
what they have learnt.

Ask questions as a whole class and
their groups individually to ensure
there is an answer from everyone.
How do they know that habitat is for
the correct animal? Question the
children on their answers to make
them think critically to see if there
could be another answer.

While the children are answering the
question, the teacher must write in
the notebook the children’s answers
during the discussion. This will allow
the teacher to compare what the
children knew before the task and
how their knowledge has developed.

The teacher must provide thinking
time when asking the questions to the
children to allow them to compare
their answers with each other on

animals and habitats before being
ahle to ancwer the allectione

The children are required to compare their
findings with other groups to ensure they have
the correct answers and that they now know
the correct facts about each habitat.

group situations to be
able to get an
understanding of their
knowledge without
making them feel
uncomfortable. The
teacher can with a basic
level of questions and
gradually increase the
questions to a more
difficult level.

Scaffolding- the teacher
can break up the
information learn at the
trip by explain the
purpose of their lesson
and why they need to
know this. Use the
vocab words and other
words related to the
topic that may support
the children when
answering the
questions if they are
struggling.

Assessment for learning-
questioning the class as a
group can correct
everyone’s answers and

think creatively but add
each other’s answers
together to think critically
and ask questions.

Think, Pair, and share- the
children can think about
what they have learnt and
share it with their groups
before answering the
question to the class. They
can then get everyone’s
input on their answer to
make sure it is correct
before telling the class.
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