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	NAME: Amy Askew 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2222446

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How has the declining public perception and confidence in the police force effected the way police officers conduct their duties.

INTRODUCTION:

I propose this question as it is prevalent in today’s society especially with the current media coverage focused on high profile cases of police misconduct and the rising number of assaults on police officers. In October 2024, research by YouGov found that only 54% of adults in the Unite Kingdom thought police were doing a good (UK Parliament, 2024) and my aim is to analyse what the cause of this is. 

In the United Kingdom (UK), policing is based on ‘policing by consent’ which was introduced by Robert Peel in 1829 (Home Office, 2012). This is based on the principle that the UK police force ‘relies on the trust and confidence that the public has in the police services and the wider law enforcement community’ (College of Policing, 2015). 

The aim of this research is to identify the effect that negative public perception, confidence and trust has on police officers while conducting their everyday duties and to assess whether policies and guidelines introduced following previous events, such as The Brixton Riots, have helped police officers in managing and increasing public trust.
 
I am also going to be researching the implications of rising assaults on front line police officers and negative media representation on officers’ mental health. 

I will assess whether having the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) has helped increase public trust as the most serious complaints are dealt with out of force. 



	


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
My key objectives are as follows:
· to assess how policies, procedures and legislation introduced following high-profile cases have helped with public perception and trust. This will include the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, policies around stop searches and the use of body worn video (BWV). 
· If staffing levels of the [police force has a detrimental effect on how crime is investigated and the negative impact this has on victims 
· to assess if how police complaints are handled, and the role of the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) have increased public confidence and trust. 
· to identify the psychological and physical effects on frontline police officers following assaults
· to evaluate the role media and news coverage has on public perception and trust by looking at high profile cases and how they are reported. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
I will be using the following government reports: 

· GOV.UK (2023) Public perceptions of policing: A review of research and literature. Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-perceptions-of-policing-a-review-of-research-and-literature/public-perceptions-of-policing-a-review-of-research-and-literature (Accessed 11th November 2024) 

This provides definitions of confidence and trust, highlights research conducted on the 
influence of media and examines how variables such as immigration status and ethnicity. 
can influence public perception. This will be helpful to my research as it includes relevant. 
articles and journals I can use to facilitate my own references.

There is a gap in research when it comes to the effect that public confidence and trust has 
on police officers when performing their duties especially regarding assaults on police 
officers. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will be using anonymous questions as I believe this will make participants give honest and open answers to the questions. I will advertise my questionnaire on the BEAT policing webpage so a range of different officers from different departments can complete it. I will be using qualitative and quantitative methods to analyse my findings and compare it to past research which has already been referenced. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be asking police officers from a range of departments such as the Criminal Investigation Department, Response ad Roads Policing Specialist Operations. This is best for my research as the information will come firsthand from officers who have personal experiences with effects of public confidence and trust. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I do not expect any ethical issues to arise from completing my research 

	TIME SCALE:
7 months

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system

GOV.UK (2023) Public perceptions of policing: A review of research and literature. Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-perceptions-of-policing-a-review-of-research-and-literature/public-perceptions-of-policing-a-review-of-research-and-literature (Accessed 11th November 2024) 

Home Office (2012) Definition of policing by consent. Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/policing-by-consent/definition-of-policing-by-consent (Accessed 11th November 2024) 

College of Policing (2015) Professional standards. Available at https://www.college.police.uk/app/professional-standards (Accessed 11th November 2024)
 
UK Parliament (2024) Public confidence and trust in the police. Available at https://post.parliament.uk/public-trust-and-confidence-in-the-police/ (Accessed 11th November 2024)



                                                                          0		
image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE





