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Briefing paper on the importance of respecting the voice of the child for Early Years Practitioners.
Why respect the voice of the child?
Early Years Practitioners need to respect the voice of the child as all children need to be heard with their own opinion with adults listening to their views and taking them seriously. All children need to be valued in every aspect of their life.
It is important to respect the voice of the child as all children need to be heard and should be respected in doing so. All children need to have a stable, loving, caring home environment for them to be able to achieve along with having the opportunities to an education and play. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCRC, 2017) state that:
‘Article 12- Having the right to your own opinion and for adults to listen and take it seriously.’
(CYPCS) (2017) ‘Article 12’
‘Article 13- You have a right to find things out and share what is thought of by others- E.g: by drawing, talking, writing or other ways possible.’ (CYPCS) (2017)
‘Article 28- the right to a good education and should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level you can.’ (CYPCS) (2017)
‘Article 31- the right to play and rest.’ (CYPCS) (2017)
The articles stated above apply to the rights of the child having a voice as clearly stated in Article 12- the child has a right to their own opinion and adults must listen and take it seriously. For this to happen children must be heard clearly by adults and their thoughts must be taken in to consideration. (CYPCS) (2017) ‘Article 12’. It is important that Early Years Practitioners are meeting the UNCRC articles as from following the holistically to all children.
Other articles that apply to the scenario of child A:
Article 18- the right to be raised by your parents- if possible
Article 19- the right to be protected from being hurt and mistreated- in body and mind.
Article 27- the right to food, clothing and a safe place to live and have basic needs met.
Article 30- The right to practice own culture, language and religion.
Article 39- the right to help if you’ve been hurt, neglected or badly treated. 
(The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2017)
Links to case study of Child A discussed in paired presentation:
In relation to the case study discussed in the presentation, Child A was shown to be loved and cared for by grandparents mostly as both mum and dad were always working. With this the child wasn’t receiving the correct attention from their parents but with support from Child A’s key worker at Flying Start giving parents a routine to use and giving advice on other agencies that can help her, outside agencies that were suggested were parenting officers, speech and language and family support facilities. The parents had taken on all information given to them and used it to support themselves and their child through this stage of development. 
In relation to this case study the articles that followed along in helping both parents and the key workers to give child A the good start to life in school and giving them play opportunities were:
Article 3-
· Adults to do what is best for children, adults deciding and ensuring it is the correct decision and if their decision affects their child.
Article 5-
· Families have the responsibility to help a child learn and exercise the rights and making sure that their rights are protected. 
Article 12-
· Children have the right to their own opinion and adults are to listen and take them seriously.
Article 14-
· Having the right to choose their own religion and beliefs. Parents should be involved in helping them to decide a religion and belief best suited to them.
Article 18-
· Having the right to be raised by your parents if possible. 
 (The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2017)
The articles stated above were the specific articles that are connected to the scenario of Child A and respecting the specific rights of the child. The development that have occurred in Wales in relation to the chosen articles for the scenario are that Wales provides advice and information to children and young people as well as their families and professionals that are involved in the child’s life and about the concerns of their rights and welfare in general.
The National requirements in Wales emphases on the important use of the UNCRC. For example, it states the importance of making adults see children as individuals and emphasising the use of the UNCRC holistically to all children and families with childcare settings. (Children’s Rights in Wales, (2001)
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