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This is a report that will explore the theoretical concepts of what a community is and what community development is. Also, it will provide an overview of the community chosen, namely the London Islington Community, identifying two community development projects and analysing the methods used to communicate the information within the community and the wider society. Then, based on the findings a conclusion will be drawn as well as recommendations for improvement.  

1.1. Theories 

MacQueen, et. al (2001), suggests that a community is characterized as a group of individuals different from one another who are associated by social links, stake common viewpoints, and join for a specific/s purpose/s in the same geographical area or organization. 

Then, community development is a strategy where the community components are helped by agencies (e.g., councils, charities, local agencies, and individuals that want to contribute personally) to both determine and take communal measures on the problems that are substantial to them (Budurina-Goreacii and Cebotari, 2018). 

Further, every individual is motivated by his own needs, therefore, in 1943 at the University of Brandeis a psychology teacher and a scientist in the investigation of human needs proposed the ‘hierarchy of needs theory’ suggesting that individuals are motivated by five types of needs Physiological needs, Safety needs, belonging needs, Esteem needs and Self-actualization needs (Aruma and Hanachor, 2017). 
As can be seen in Figure 1
 






Figure1. Abraham Maslow’s hi[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]erarchy of needs
Source: https://canadacollege.edu/dreamers/docs/Maslows-Hierarchy-of-Needs.pdf    


Physiological needs refer to human basic needs namely nutrition, water, clothes, shelter, rest and procreation and they are essential for individuals taking part in the community. Without these basic human needs, individuals cannot survive in a community (Aruma and Hanachor, 2017).

Safety needs refer to human protection and security from disorganized problems and physical danger such as disputes, conflicts, clashes, riots, thefts, killings and many more that usually endanger the balanced and relaxed human co-existence in different communities (Aruma and Hanachor, 2017). 

Esteem needs are referring to the human ego in his environment. (Aruma and Hanachor, 2017) suggests that is normal for individuals to strive for esteem in groups where they feel comfortable such as a community, family, work colleagues, social groups etc. 

Self-actualisation is the last need in Maslow’s scale of needs and is referring to the individual desire to develop hidden skills and prospects in the community/society (Aruma and Hanachor, 2017).
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2.1. History and demographics

London is formed by 32 boroughs and as well as Greater London they were created under the Local Government Act 1963, by the Government on 1st April 1965, and they are a sort of local government community (Legislation UK, 2011).

Islington is one of the 32 boroughs, the third smallest borough in the UK’s capital city just covering an area of 15 square meters (IslingtonLife, 2020). 
According to the State of Equalities report (2022), the population of Islington is approximately 245.827 (48% White British, 20% Other White, 12% Black/African/Caribbean/British Black, 10% Asian/British Asian, 10% Other) which has increased by 19% since 2011 and is estimated to grow by 2.7% from 2022 to 2035. These figures make Islington the most overpopulated borough in England and Wales, with approximately 16.669 people per square meter, it is three times bigger than London's standards and 38 times the national standards.  
Yet, State of Equalities report (2022), suggests that in 2015 the borough of Islington was the 24th most deprived in England and 6th most deprived in London and now is the 53rd most deprived nationally and the 6th in locally. 

18% of 38.100 children under the age of 18 in Islington live in families relatively poor whereas 14% live in families with absolute low income (Islington, 2022). In addition, despite being one of the poorest boroughs in London, Islington is in the top 10 most dangerous districts as well, with a 16 % higher crime rate than the provincial average and 25% higher than the national average (CrimeRate, 2022). For example, in January 2018 it has been reported that Islington had 192 robbery crimes a decrease from June 2016, 459 robbery crimes of which 78 were bicycle robberies, however, crime rate it remains high considering (CrimeRate, 2022). 
Yet, CrimeRate (2022) suggests that the most common crimes in Islington are violence and sexual offences (in 2021 were reported 7.027 offences) and the minor crimes are weapons possession (in 2021 reported 150 offences). 

2.2. Community project plan 1 

‘Islington Youth Safety Strategy 2020-2025’ is a multi-agency community project founded in 2020 and previously named ‘Working Together for a Safer Islington’ founded in 2017 (Islington, 2020). Currently, various professionals of the Islington council, police, Public Health of Camden schools and other investors (see appendix 1) have got involved in the project and their intents are to: 
· Assure that youth and children are not assaulted, abused, and exploited. 
· Facilitate a safer and stronger society, public areas, and schools.
· Provide security for youth and children and help households, parents, and carers. 
· Create flexibility for youth and children in Islington. 
· Ensure school involvement and enlarge educational and professional accomplishment.
· Acknowledging inequalities and disproportion between young people and the criminal justice system. 
· Decrease offending behaviour for youths that have been evolved into more constant behaviour. 
· Entrust neighbourhoods to develop safer surroundings for all, particularly children.  
Figure 2. The results of the ‘Islington Youth Safety Strategy 2020-2025’
[image: ]
Source: https://www.islington.gov.uk/~/media/sharepoint-lists/Public%20Records/Communitysafetyandemergencies/Information/Adviceandguidance/20202021/20201130YouthSafetyStrategy 
As can be seen in figure 2, between 2017/2020 they have reduced the number of children entering the justice system from 75 to 61, children convicted to detention from 30 to 9, knife crime was also reduced by 46%, and gun crimes were reduced by approximately 43% (Islington, 2020). 
Likewise, these accomplishments were the results of the community project interventions and providing training, occupations and schooling for children in need, they appointed a new security method for the children called ‘Fairer Together’, provide advice and role-modelling assistance, improved the community members' relationship with the police, tacked the effectiveness of alcohol and drug sell to the children and assistance for young people who have a substance use issue, safe intersections and organizations for the youth to come and share their difficulties and enable them to attain their whole potential by providing emotional and mental health assistance (Islington, 2020).
Islington (2020), suggest that promoting campaigns and engaging with youth is done through their social media platforms (Facebook and Twitter).  

2.3. Community project plan 2

Islington's overall population is relatively young, however, 9% of the community’s population is 65 years old and older which means that they also need assistance and programs (Islington, 2021). 

‘Claremont Project’ is a community project that provides numerous group programs, and lessons seeking to be resourceful and beneficial for the body and mind of 55 years old and older, also through their assistance they develop an environment where the older generation can make friends. They provide online lessons (via Zoom) as well as at their centre in Angel, Islington (Claremont, 2022). 
I addition, they provide some low-priced psychotherapy classes for the 18 years old and over in the community of Islington (Claremont, 2022).
At this moment in time, they provide twenty classes, and they have 250 people joining every week (Claremont, 2022).
Furthermore, they work in partnership with the best tutors that they can employ as well as a few of London’s best arts, health, scholastic and artistic institutions (see appendix 2) (Claremont, 2022).
They advertise, communicate, and promote their services, projects case studies, recruitment, and donation possibilities on their social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram). 

2.4. Evaluation of inequalities in Islington 

As has been mentioned above ‘Islington Youth Safety Strategy’ has been trying to tackle inequalities such as poverty and deprivation within the borough among children and young people by offering a variety of opportunities and support regardless of their backgrounds (Islington, 2020).

Ensuring the development of everyone in the community and the capacity to accomplish their potential, their capacity not being restricted by discrimination and prejudice, equality in participating in the community with reciprocal respect between the members, awareness and valuing of variety are key to the success of any community organization/project (West of Scotland Regional Equality Council, 2010). 

Therefore, according to Islington (2021), ‘Islington Youth Safety Strategy’ complies with the Equality Act 2010 which safeguards the public from discrimination but also requires public community projects to take into consideration the requirement to: 
· Eradicate criminal discrimination, harassment, and victimisation.
· Increase equivalency of prospects for all individuals regardless of whether they share the same characteristics or not.
· Facilitate good associations between individuals that share characteristics or not. 

On the other hand, Islington (2021), indicates that the Equality Act 2010 protects any individual within the community and society from the following nine ‘protected characteristics’:
· Age
· Infirmity  
· Faith and beliefs 
· Sexuality  
· Ethnicity 
· Sexual orientation 
· Matrimony and civil partnership 
· Gender orientation  
· Motherhood and gestation 


2.5. Social media 

Social media can be defined as a common term usually used for websites and online applications which are concentrated on transmission, interchange, sharing of content, cooperation, and community-focused information (Lomborg, 2015). 
In In general, social media is used for communication purposes whether is communication between people or a way to stay in touch with loved ones or community projects that are trying to communicate with community members, but social media can be used to share information, opinions, private news, or videos (Lomborg, 2015). 

Furthermore, social media have begun to be a large part of community development organizing neighbourhood collaboration and social activities (Mbagwu, et.al, 2019). The new digital environment can also be used as a virtual classroom, promoting cooperative adjustable education and schooling which can empower a community project as well as community members to benefit from the best ideas of their associates (Mbagwu, et.al, 2019). Yet, online platforms can also be used for examinations of the learning procedure as well as for the projects themselves (Mbagwu, et.al, 2019).

Also, ‘Community-based learning’ is a schooling and education method that incorporates significant community awareness with teachings and examinations to improve the understanding of knowledge with a remarkable priority on common education and examination (Marshall, 2022). 
Therefore Mbagwu, et.al (2019), suggests that community-based education must be applied first to organise the process of learning using social networking and second to analyse the interchanges between the members of the neighbourhood (Mbagwu, et.al, 2019).
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Newburn (2016, p.2), suggests that higher crime rates are substantially more frequent in deprived areas/families. Unemployment increases the attractiveness of certain types of crime, but it also keeps people at home and increases the likelihood of getting involved in crimes such as burglaries, robberies, and thefts (Newburn, 2016, p.2). 
Then, according to NIDA (2029), family dependences play a crucial role in a child's delinquent behaviour. Parental criminality connection, substance misuse, physical or sexual abuse by household members and absence of parental engagement or custody are all risk characteristics for children subject to crime (NIDA, 2020). 
Therefore, ‘Islington Youth Safety Strategy’ can social media to create parent-child training programs for children with behavioural problems and provide children and parents with information on how to stay healthy, the effects of substance use, gangs, and weapons also, and how essential they are for society and eventually raise the young people aware that their actions have consequences. 

Yet, to address the disproportionate inequalities between the justice system and young people they can raise awareness of the Children's human rights within the community through Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, and Twitter as they are the most used social media platforms by young people in the UK (YouGov, 2022). 

According to Nidirect (2022), in the UK, all children under the age of 18 years old have the right to: 
· Live
· Their opinions are thought highly of and to have their adequate interest 
· The freedom of manifestation and knowledge access
· The freedom to live in a household 
· The freedom of health and care 
· The freedom of schooling, relaxation, civilization, and skills 
· Superior security if they are refugees, in adolescent detention, deprived of liberty and sexual or financial exploitation 

‘Claremont Project’ could provide multi-systematic and functional family therapies throughout social media according to (Gaffney, Farrington and White, 2021), child failure is associated with a collection of criminogenic risk characteristics and these therapies are adaptable and developed to evaluate these characteristics. 
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Every individual needs a place where he can achieve his highest potential and feel safe and protected but also have secure food and shelter. Islington is an ideal neighbourhood for many people and community projects such as ‘Islington Youth Safety Strategy’ are working to minimize the inequalities among children and young people within the community whereas ‘Claremont Project’ are helping older people to relax, their mental health state, as well as socializing. Both projects use social media to communicate and share projects and activities as well as online. 
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Appendix 1. 

Councilor Kaya Comer Schwartz, Lead Member for Children/Deputy Leader, Islington Council Linzi Roberts Egan, Chief Executive. Islington Council Carmel Littleton, Director, People, Islington Council Professor John Pitts, Criminologist and Consultant Curtis Ashton (Co-author), Director of Youth and Community, Islington Council Catherine Briody (Co-author), Head of Violence against Women and Girls and Youth Youth Safety, Islington Council Jane Bennett, Head of Integrated Gangs, Targeted Youth Support and Youth Offending, Islington Council Angela Wilson, Service Manager, Targeted Youth Support, Islington Council Patrick Green, Ben Kinsella Trust Freddie Hudson and Jack Ironside, Arsenal in the Community Chris Mozo, Jigsaw GC Sadia Ali, Minority Matters (VCS) Superintendent Dave Courcha, Met Police, Camden/Islington Borough Command Unit Superintendent Caroline Haines, Met Police, Camden/Islington Borough Command Unit Tanisha Appleton, Love and Loss Jessica Plummer, Shaquan-Sammy Plummer Foundation
Leonora Weil, Assistant Director Islington and Camden Public Health Jane-Amanda Stephenson, Children’s Health Joint Commissioning Manager (SEMH/CAMHS) Keith Stanger, LBI Head of Community Safety, Islington Council Laura Eden, Director of Safeguarding, Islington Council Adam White, Business Intelligence Project Manager, Data & Performance Team, Islington Council Deborah Idris, Head of Safeguarding and Quality Assurance, Islington Council Holly Toft, Head of Play and Youth, Islington Council Islington Youth Council Islington Youth Offending and Targeted Youth Support You Lead Project participation group of young people (arranged by Raj Jalota and Natalie Cameron) Jubba Youth Community Organisation Hamish McKay, Acting Lead for Youth Employment, Progression and Skills, Islington Council Jeff Cole, Head of School Improvement (Secondary), Islington Council Candy Holder Head of Pupil Services, Learning and Schools Helen Cameron Health and Wellbeing Manager, Learning and Schools

Appendix 2. 

Royal College of Music, Sadlers Wells, Ballet Rambert, The Barbican, Royal Albert Hall, The National Theatre, Tate Modern, the British Museum
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