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A site can strongly influence the photographic work produced there because its many qualities shape the photographer’s viewpoint and interpretation. Features such as light, weather, architecture, landscape, textures, and scale affect how the site is visually represented, while its history and associations may encourage different themes. The people who use the location can also influence what is appropriate to photograph. Time is important too, as a place can appear entirely different during the day, at night, or across seasons. Consequently, a site is not just a background; it acts as an active collaborator.
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[Ansel Adams, Moon and Half Dome, Yosemite National Park, 1960.]

In this image, the site dictated the work by providing a dramatic natural setting that shaped both its composition and meaning. Yosemite’s Half Dome is a distinctive granite formation, so Adams positioned himself at a viewpoint where the moon could appear precisely above it, creating a relationship between the ancient landscape and the distant moon. The site’s scale and contrasting dark shadows encouraged Adams to use his characteristic black-and-white style. In terms of form, the image is highly balanced: the bright moon acts as a focal point, while Half Dome’s curved surface and diagonal form create strength and movement. The deep blacks and brilliant whites produce a timeless appearance. Its meaning extends beyond a simple landscape record: the photograph presents Yosemite as sublime and powerful, while suggesting a connection between the temporary moment of the moon’s position and the enduring permanence of the natural world. 



[image: ][Edward Weston, Juniper at Lake Tenaya (JI-C-2G)] 

In this image, the site dictated the work by providing a rugged Sierra Nevada environment where a solitary juniper grows beside the lake. The tree’s twisted trunk and irregular branches reflect the harsh conditions of the location, including strong winds and limited water. Weston responded to these natural forms by using a close, carefully framed composition that isolates the juniper from unnecessary distractions. The photograph’s form depends on strong contrasts between the dark, textured tree, the lighter rocks, and the open space of the lake and mountains. Its sharp focus and rich tonal detail make the tree appear solid and sculptural, almost like a piece of abstract design. The juniper’s curved branches create movement, while its rooted position gives the image stability. In terms of meaning, the photograph can suggest endurance and the ability of nature to survive in a difficult landscape. The tree becomes more than a plant: it represents strength and the connection between living forms and their environment.

Ansel Adams’s image and Edward Weston’s image both respond to the Yosemite landscape, but they do so in contrasting ways. Adams uses a wide and dramatic composition where the enormous form of Half Dome is balanced by the bright moon, creating strong contrasts between light and darkness and emphasising the scale. Weston, however, uses a closer and more intimate composition, focusing on the twisted juniper’s trunk and branches, with its textures form becoming the main visual features. This gives the photograph a more abstract quality and suggests resilience and endurance. 

In conclusion, the different sites dictated the artists’ approaches: Half Dome’s vast, monumental structure encouraged Adams to create an expansive image showing the grandeur of the landscape, while the individual juniper at Lake Tenaya led Weston to concentrate on one weathered living form, showing how the character of a place can be expressed through a single natural object.
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