Jane Cartwright	Assignment 2	Lisa Purves

Essay plan
“to what extent was love an important theme in the poetry of Dafydd ap Gwilym and should he be remembered primarily as a medieval courtly love poet?”

Following the main essay 5-point plan.  The main body will be in three parts with paragraph one being an explanation of why I will be using parts two three and four.
PARAGRAPH/THEME TWO: WHO WAS DAFYDD AP GWILYM. 
[bookmark: _Hlk58233442]PARAGRAPH/THEME THREE: THE TIMELINE OF DAFYDD AP GWILYM. 
PARAGRAPH/THEME FOUR:  WHY A COURTLY LOVE POET?
Paragraph 5 will be my conclusion.
Look up Wikipedia for a quick, Dafydd ap Gwilym.

Dafydd ap Gwilym (c. 1315/1320 – c. 1350/1370) is regarded as one of the leading Welsh poets and amongst the great poets of Europe in the Middle Ages. (Dafydd ap Gwilym scholar R. Geraint Gruffydd suggests c. 1315-c. 1350 as his dates; other scholars[who?] place him a little later, c. 1320-c. 1370.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dafydd_ap_Gwilym
Information confirmed by other sources including:
https://biography.wales/article/s12-DAFY-APG-1340
Dafydd was born in the latter half of the middle ages that lasted from the fall of Rome in the west c500 until 1500 CE. The term was coined by the leading men of the time.  We know he was a minor nobleman and court poet. We have information on his pedigree but not much real information on the man himself. His poetry shows he was well educated and well-travelled around wales and is supposedly buried in Abaty Ystrad Fflur. (Strata Florida Abbey) a Cistercian abbey near Ceredigion. Many welsh noblemen and princes are buried here. Dr Rachel Bromwich among others believed him to be buried in Talley, Carmarthenshire where there is a stone to commemorate him.
    https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/strata-florida-abbey

The Renaissance period was considered from the 14th to the 17 centuries. Man was starting to pull away from the church. Rene Descartes 1596-1659. “Regarded as the father of modern philosophy” stated, “I think therefore I am.” 
https://www.history.com/topics/renaissance/renaissance#:~:text=The%20Renaissance%20was%20a%20fervent,classical%20philosophy%2C%20literature%20and%20art.

Information from the book: The timetable of history. The New Third Revised Edition: 1991. ISBN 0-671-74919-6.
John Wyclif. A church reformer d. 1384. Founding of the Oriel college Oxford and Clare college Oxford 1326. The year 1337 was beginning of the hundred years war between France and England. Queens college Oxford founded 1340. 
Dante c1265 1321. Wrote in a language that set the standard for all Italian writing. He influenced western art and is said to be the influencer of Geoffrey Chaucer. In Italy he is known as the supreme poet. He is said to have created the Terza Rima. The three-rhyme poem.
There is an abundance of information on Geoffrey Chaucer. Dafydd ap Gwilym was at the end of his life when Chaucer was born. It is worth looking at what Chaucer was doing because of the timeline. In Chambers Biographical Dictionary. Seventh Edition. 2002. ISBN 0550 10051 2. There is no mention of Dafydd, but Chaucer has a panel about him. Chaucer wrote the Canterbury tales in rhyming couplets. His work established the southern English dialect as the language of the English.


Chivalry and courtly love were celebrated in stories and songs spread by troubadours. Some of medieval literature’s most famous stories include “The Song of Roland” and “The Song of Hildebrand.” https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/middle-ages 
The song of Hildebrand here: http://crab.rutgers.edu/~rushing/HLIED.html
The song of Roland:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXWgoKP1AOU
  http://www.vlib.us/medieval/lectures/roland.html. 
These are worth the mention because they were sung by the troubadours from c1100-1600. Dafydd would have known them and probably sung them.

The church at this time only allowed plain song. That is just the singers, monks, with voices reverberating of the walls. In 1322 the pope forbids the use of counterpoint in church music. Paula Gooder, Canon Theologian, Birmingham Cathedral. Explained on; the truth about Christmas carols. BBC 4. Friday 4th December. 7pm. The word carol means dance. The church in the 6-13 centaury were very strict about not having any form of paganism in church. No singing or dancing. 
This is the landscape for Dafydds work. The poets, bards, in wales go back to Aneirin and Taliesin written work from about the 6th century. The classic period for welsh poetry was from c1350-1600. Dafydd was the main reason for this the poems were called cywydd. this is a strict-metre poem which I have copied an explanation for but it would need to be verified.

Cywydd Llosgyrnog Poems
Besides the spelling of the name, a poet can figure out this is a Welsh form pretty quick because it's a syllabic-based form with internal rhymes. Here’s the structure of this six-line form (with the letters acting as syllables and the a’s, b’s, and c's signifying rhymes:
1-xxxxxxxa
2-xxxxxxxa
3-xxxaxxb
4-xxxxxxxc
5-xxxxxxxc
6-xxxcxxb
So lines 1, 2, 4, and 5 are 8 syllables in length with lines 1 and 2 rhyming as well as lines 4 and 5. Lines 3 and 6 have 7 syllables and rhyme with each other; plus, line 3 has an internal rhyme with lines 1 and 2 while line 6 has an internal rhyme with lines 4 and 5. No other rules as far as subject matter or meter.
https://www.writersdigest.com/write-better-poetry/cywydd-llosgyrnog-poetic-form
finding information for Dafydd is not too difficult. My main resource will be the book DAFYDD.AP.GWILYM POEMS. By Rachel Bromwich. 2003 ISBN 085088 815 8
Dafydd is in the time of the courtly love poets but his work is a bit more fun than that. His love poems are more about nature than girls according to Bromwich. p xxi.  To write an essay on Dafydd ap Gwilym I would not have to go further that the book mentioned above. It is authoritative. written by an expert. While it has been ok to search the internet, the information is so varied that I must re-confirm what I have already looked up. It has been interesting but time consuming.




https://www.poetrymagnumopus.com/forums/topic/988-welsh-meter-groups-i-englynion-ii-cywydd-iii-awdl/#cywydd
https://biography.wales/article/s12-DAFY-APG-1340?&query=composed&sort=sort_name&page=2


http://dafyddapgwilym.net/eng/3wi
https://www.trefeurig.org/dafyddapgwilym.php?lang=en&
https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/dafydd-ap-gwilym-and-the-cywyddwyr



Adam Pinkhurst and the Hengwrt Chaucer
In 2004, Professor Linne Mooney identified the scribe who wrote the Hengwrt Chaucer as Adam Pinkhurst. Pinkhurst was also responsible for writing other Chaucer manuscripts, including the Ellesmere Chaucer (Huntington Library, San Marino, MS EL 26 C9) and our own Boece (Peniarth MS 393D). It is also believed that he is the subject of the poem ‘Chaucer words unto Adam his scrivener’, in which the poet chides Adam, his scribe, for errors in copying manuscript texts. This association between author and scribe, together with palaeographical considerations, suggest that the Hengwrt Chaucer may have been written before Chaucer’s death in 1400, or soon afterwards.
https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-hengwrt-chaucer#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-1318%2C0%2C6262%2C5333


