Rhiannon Rhodes
Art is something that has been practiced since time began.. It has been an outlet for creativity, an outlet that everyone of all ages and genders can participate in. What is imagined when the subject of Art is brought up? Possibly a intriguing exhibit, filled with people sipping champagne and talking about the emotion behind the brush strokes, or maybe sitting on a park bench, sketching people as they walk their dog or enjoy a small picnic. With my theme for the exhibit, I have chosen four pieces of artwork to hang in my gallery, and the artists behind them have all been convicted of murder. My goal is to make people stop and realise, they indeed do have something in common with a killer. Yourself and the person behind that piece of art, who was convicted of murdering several people, both share that skill for creating. During this exhibit I want to capture peoples thoughts behind this and the artwork on display. What do they think of the art when they first see it? Also what do they think once they are told about the artist and their background?
Due to the nature of my exhibition, the overall feeling I imagine is somewhat sombre. With this type of theme, it could quite easily stray from that and become something that would not be taken seriously and thought of as more of a Halloween show. As you enter the exhibit, calming classical music will be playing softly. Because some of the art pieces are quite graphic and gruesome, one would hope the classical music would create that sense of calm and help the viewers to not feel too uncomfortable. However in the film Silence of the Lambs, Hannibal played classical music, so it is possible that some people may associate classical music with serial killers. The only lighting in the room would be small lights above each piece, highlighting them so they are the main focus of the room. I chose this theme mainly from a psychological stand point, I want to see how quickly people's perception's change once they are given new information. The audience initially would be asked to write down their thoughts of the artwork in front of them. 
They are free to write down whatever they are feeling, whether it makes them feel extremely uncomfortable or that specific piece of artwork is intriguing and possibly a new favourite of theirs and they can write as much or as little as they want. 
Once they have written their thoughts down, the audience will go around the gallery once more and the information about the artist will be revealed beside each piece of artwork. The viewers will then proceed to write down their thoughts once more, now that they have this new information. Some people might not be surprised with the history of the artist due to the nature of several of the pieces but others may be taken aback. Other viewers may not be phased at all and still think the same, the difference in thoughts and comparing the before and after will be extremely intriguing and my overall aim to see how people's opinions can change from a different perspective.
 Through my research I have found that it is absolutely possible that perceptions simply don't change at all. Rick Staton acquired a fascination for artwork by serial killers, specifically John Wayne Gacy. He states that his fascination is purely based around money but he visited Gacy is prison several times and even had a portrait of his son painted by Gacy whilst he was behind bars. 
The article states 'He claimed that he saw the art as an historical artefact; a memory of events that happened that most people don't like to talk about.' Staton saw more behind the art, this is what I hope the audience would elaborate on. As well as what they are feeling, they can also write down what they think the meaning behind it is, is there more to it than meets the eye? Whether it be something obvious or something subtle like the colour of paint.
Moving in to the far end of the exhibit, there will be a white curtain separating both rooms. The viewers will move into this smaller room at the end of the exhibit. Once learning about their history, they will come face to face with the actual artists. 
Covering the wall, there will be mug shots off the criminals behind the art. There would be no requirement to write down anything, this section of the exhibit would be for the viewers to contemplate or talk amongst one another. They will be standing in that room, with these large photographs of these people who have taken lives and the audience will be looking into their eyes. They just saw a glimpse into the criminals minds when they were studying their artwork and now they are face to face with them. These are criminals who lack empathy and whose hands stole peoples lives from them, those same hands that are able to draw and create. You could argue that, had they not chosen such a violent and dark path, they could have gone further with their skill and led a more positive life. 
[image: Image result for art by killers][image: A sketch from prison by convicted killer Chane van Heerden.] I have chosen four pieces of art to display in my exhibit, I did not want all pieces of art to be the same, so I chose artwork that was different from one another in image and colours. 
This piece is by Chane Van Heerdan, a woman who in 2011, committed murder and it was reported she showed no remorse for her actions. She is responsible for killing a young man and mutilating his body. One would look at her art and possibly think it is just extremely disturbing, but upon learning the nature of her crime, you can possibly see more meaning behind it. Maybe this is how she sees herself? Or possibly a self portrait of her laughing, because she felt no remorse for her actions? 

My second chosen piece is by John Wayne Gacy. A man convicted of raping and murdering 33 young men between the years 1972 to 1978. He worked as an entertaining clown who he named 'Pogo', which he has stated, helped him regress into childhood. Gacy had a tough upbringing, according to Murray (2007 : 133) John was dominated by his father and his two older sisters, this would carry into his late teens. It would lead John into a growing hatred for women. Which leads to the question, why was all his victims male? John is not only known for his violent acts but also his disturbing artwork. This is one of many and it is named 'Pogo the Clown'.
[image: http://blog.privateislandparty.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/killerart_shawcross.jpg][image: Image result for danny rolling art]Danny Rolling is the artist behind the third piece. He is also behind the murders of eight people, spanning from the years 1989 to 1990. Like Gacy, Rolling had an abusive upbringing and as he grew up he became obsessed with rape, admitting to raping several of his victims. In his art, he has drawn a female that captures the eye instantly, it is possible this is a subtle hint to his obsession with women? He drew this whilst in prison, possibly he was fantasising about committing more crimes?

My final choice is by Keith Hunter Jesperson, who murdered at least eight woman between 1990 to 1995 . He is another individual who had a troubled childhood with an alcoholic father. Juan Blanco states on his website, 'He would capture birds and stray cats and dogs around the trailer park where he lived with his family, severely beating the animals and then strangling them to death, something he claims his father was proud of him for'. That approval is what possibly led Jesperson even further down that dark path.  His victims were mostly prostitutes, so studying his artwork, it is possible you can see that he has that fascination with women. 
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