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Before the course I read through parts of the recommended books and learned the following. The two books on the First World War were written from two different standpoints but were largely about the causes leading up to the war, the battles and the aftermath of the war. Marco Ferro’s Great War was translated from French and focused a lot on the bureaucratic bloat that should have led to a European-wide revolution which was stopped by the War. John Keegan’s book was written almost thirty years later but focused its main discourse on the same themes. The books diverged on their reasons for the war; Ferro concluded that the war was inevitable and maintained his focus on the aftermath in Europe, whereas Keegan called the war unnecessary and focused on the build-up of armies and frontiers as the main cause of rising tensions over Europe then moved his analysis to the aftermath of America’s influence and progression. This taught me about shifting perspectives over time and author perspective. However, I could not connect how this related to the course I was about to undertake. I read the administration of archives by J.H. Hodson which was a very clear manual of the issues archivists faced and how archives should be kept noting the difference in approach from an archivist to a librarian. I found this practical approach very interesting but realised it was not the focus of the course. Archive administration by Hilary Jenkinson had an interesting section on how archives were chosen to be kept, this was covered in our first lecture and I found this book to be closest to the themes of the initial lectures. I also read A History of Lampeter by WJ Lewis and enjoyed it immensely as a local person to Lampeter. I realised the value of archiving local history to the people who lived there as it gives them a sense of being rooted to this place. I feel the books I read were helpful to create a general background context to the course and to explore the wider themes of the course. 
I began the student bibliography project looking through the primary resources provided by the university to build up a picture of the student I had been given; Edwin George Ernest Davies. The tutor register, examinations book, school magazine, the kitchen book and a photograph of a cricket team that the student was a member of. This provided little more than dates, scholarships, spending, grades, previous and continuing schooling and basic activities but little detail. Without context, I was only able to make basic assumptions regarding his university life based on comparisons with other students. I read an article in the Welsh Gazette about Edwin’s graduation. There had been a ragging incident which had caused a spectacle resulting in disciplinary actions for the students involved. It was made mention of in Principle Bebb’s report, the university magazine and newspaper. Edwin, like the majority of the university students, was not involved in the orchestration of this incident. His contribution to the day was adding to the figures of residential students, scholarship recipients and grades achieved to reflect the success of the university. I felt that this was the extent of the information I could gain from university sources. I learned that the university chooses to keep the records and sources it does to record its own history. The individual lives within the university are not detailed on a personal level unless they are remarkable in some way for better or worse, but more detail is usually given for worse. For example, the meeting book held an account of a student who had been expelled for hiding alcohol in his room. The discussion, defence and decision is all detailed in the minutes. On the other hand, the Captain of Edwin’s second tier cricket team, Mr DE Davies, was the Vice-Captain of the first cricket team. The latter, while representing the university in a positive light, lacks the type of records that would add colour to him as an individual. Such was the case with Edwin too, who did not add any special advantage to the university beyond average active and studious participation. Given the high number of students that pass through the university, this is a reasonable approach to selecting the archives that should be kept. 
The information found on Edwin from the university gave me plenty of threads to follow in other resources. I used census records to discover the names of his brothers, but noted that the census, like the university records, would not give me a complete picture of the family. It’s possible that siblings might have been born and died between census dates and the lack of death dates meant that this source was best used as a start point or to cross reference names. This was particularly useful when found Edwin’s military service record to note the change in his next of kin. I tried to find his older brother’s service record, but without the university record adding important extra details, I was unable to be sure if I had found the right record. This showed me that records that merely include names, addresses, dates of birth and what seems to be very basic information, are essential for cross referencing the validity of other sources.

The richest sources of information on Edwin were found on Oxford’s Keble college honour roll,
  Edwin’s service record at the National Archives,
 and the three memorials that were written about him on the West Wales Memorial Project website.
 The latter had a more personal feel to them and listed his hobbies, personal achievements, different places he lived and so on. These sources focus more on the individual; the memorial website is a digitised space and therefore has the capacity to remember the soldier as an individual, as opposed to a long list of names as we see in physical statue memorials in town centres. However, this can create repetition. Edwin a Pearson three separate memorials; his school; Llandovery, university; Lampeter and parish he worked as a curate; Builth Wells. The information varies very slightly between each memorial. This made me question how reliable the memorials were. They mentioned that Edwin had helped found a flourishing boxing club in London. However, the more factual records show his time in London to be very short and since the name of the boxing club is not present, I had to question how valuable this was as a source. The National Archives is also able to offer a vast breadth of digitised records in a uniform way, though is unable to offer any depth or explanation of exceptions. Edwin did not receive any medals, but to ensure this was correct, I had to also do a search in the medal index cards on the site as results are more accurate when searching within specified categories. Oxford’s Keble College honour roll also shows how digitisation enables a more layered purpose of the record. Edwin’s details were summarised onto the website written in a fashion similar to the personalised memorial. However, the aim of preserving this information is to represent the college, as with Lampeter university’s records, but the format allows for personal representation of the individual as well. The drawback of this for the researcher is that they are unable to see the physical records the information came from.
I particularly enjoyed the bibliography assignment, I was given the Book of Common Prayer that was divided into three books. I took the approach to describe first then question what I could see. I did this because I could not find any uniformity in the book on the first viewing; the pagination and colophon were inconsistent, the book seemed to be made up of at least four different books with variations in printing styles. After looking through the books numerous times, noting any similarities and inconsistencies, I realised I had built up an assumed image of how the books were used. The splits on the lower spines suggested that the books were left open on an angled support for reading over extended periods of time. The frayed lower corners of the blank pages at the start of the books suggested rapid turning with complete sharp edges within the contents of the book suggesting contemplative study on each page. This was covered in the Medieval illustrations lecture where we learned the layers of meaning and function of the illuminations that began a piece of text. The historiated initials were of a set used throughout the book but seemed to aptly depict the text they started, being generic enough to be used multiple times and allow the reader to link a meaning to the illustrated metaphor. A prayer sequence had been renumbered by hand and there were two ink spills on the pages suggesting notes were being taken while the book was studied. It felt very liberating to simply observe and explore assumptions in this way.
To describe the book, I turned to the people named on it. The printers and writers of the psalms. I used A Dictionary of the Booksellers and Printers who were at work in England from 1641 to 1667 and found it to be an invaluable source of information that, when cross referenced with The British Book Trade Index and Cambridge’s own information about their printers compiled a very complete picture of the people trading at that time. I particularly enjoyed learning about the different trade various genres of books had. It was enlightening to find out that despite the fine work of the printers I was studying, their aim was to print school books for bulk and regular purchases. I think that describing a book and taking into account the printers goals helped me understand the balance the printers had between ornate and detailed fine printing while using the cost saving and practical same set of historiated initials and type ornaments. 

I had difficulty with the provenance of the book. There was stamp indicating the book had belonged to the Duchess of Northumberland, however, without a hand written date or any other owner’s marks, it was hard to pin point which duchess had owned the book. I was unable to find the crest used on the stamp as I was using various generic internet searches and unable to match the image with any of the Northumberland shields or crests. While the printers and writers were easily researched using the RBL recourses and internet, researching the Duchess of Northumberland led me down a rabbit hole of incomplete leads that were confused by varying titles (e.g. the countess of Northumberland) and interesting relationship stories, though nothing to tie to the book in any concrete way. I did find an engraved portrait of the Duchess, Charlotte Percy (1787-1866) in 1845 by William Oakley Burgess (1818-1844). I had hoped that he was a relative to the library’s founder; Thomas Burgess, and that the book had come to the RBL through this connection. However, I discovered a weakness in my research skills of family trees and connections of this type and with time pressing had to abandon that line of query.  
I think my approach to the bibliography project led me to focus on the people involved in making the book. On reflection I believed this swayed my research and led me away from that particular book. My approach of describing to understand that book gave me a clear understanding of how the book was organised, but I feel I lacked interpretation of the descriptions I made. I had believed I was to write 1,000 words, but later discovered what equivalent to 1,000wordsmeant. If I had known I could have written more, I would have interpreted my findings. This taught me to check the guidelines and to clarify them.
I didn’t feel I did the presentation any great justice due to my own poor time management. I wanted to focus on the use of metaphor in anatomy illustrations and the evolution of the methods of printing as this had been of most interest to me in the lecture on illustration printing. I had difficulty choosing the images and decided to use the British Library to access a broader range of illustrations that would fit the metaphor and evolution of engraving aims of my presentation. I should have built my presentation around the images, but it seemed more logical to build it around a presentation aim and choose illustrations that best complimented that. I chose images that would inspire contemplation as I had previously learned illuminations did. I liked the idea of anatomy study being presented on varying levels would keep the attention of the reader. I found it inefficient to do this by looking through the books at the RBL until I found images that fit my theme, aims, timeline and engraving technique. Perhaps I was too ambitious in that. During my Q&A I was asked about Vesalius’ Muscle men  series being out of order, I had read about this but not considered the implications too deeply. Throughout my studies I have been aware of making the biased assumption that presumes past professionals to be less competent than modern ones. I have challenged this throughout my studies and was unwilling to attribute this to an accidental occurrence. When questioned on the issue, my first response was to defend the reordering of the series to be presented as an anatomist would have experienced the body peeling away layers, rather than building it up. But while I have had to challenge my own negative biases, I should challenge the positive ones too.
� http://www.keble.ox.ac.uk/about/past/keble-and-the-great-war/roll-of-honour-1914-1918/able-seaman-edwin-george-ernest-davies-1911
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